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Plans afoot for racing in the streets of London 
TWO companies are in competition for the novel 

idea of bringing horseracing to London’s City  

Centre. 

 

Racing consultant Jonno Spence, a guest at last 

weekend’s Sun Met, suggested his company, which 

has held talks with the BHA, could have an event in 

London as early as September this year.  

 

Olly Neil is the man behind a bid by GAG 403  

Limited. He said they were hoping to announce in 

the first quarter of this year the venue for their inau-

gural event in the streets of the famous city in 2018. 

 

Neil said: "We will create a global circuit of  

horseracing events with high-quality local horses 

thundering down iconic city streets ridden by the 

world's top jockeys.  

 

“We're going to do for horseracing what Twenty20 

has done for cricket and 3x3 for basketball -  

reinterpreting the Sport of Kings for a young urban 

audience and dialling up on technology, entertain-

ment, excitement and energy." 

 

Spence, whose rival bid goes under the name City 

Racing, said: "We're looking into a city-centre  

international racing series, but first we need to get 

the commercial model in place. We're working 

with an industry-backed consortium looking to run 

under the rules of racing and we're at quite an  

advanced stage. 

 

Bringing the plans to fruition would not be 

straightforward and BHA spokesman Robin  

Mounsey warned: "Any proposal would require 

BHA approval and clearly there are significant  

issues, including logistical and welfare-related, that 

would need to be addressed before any application 

could be processed.” – by Stuart Riley, first pub-

lished in Racing Post. 

 

H-i-T SALE, Randjes today 
 

THERE is a Horses in Training Sale at the  

Randjesfontein Training Centre today, 1 February, 

starting 1pm.  Phone Jacques on 079 459 3022. 

https://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
https://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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TBA inspectors report several ‘9s out of 10’ 

TBA inspectors Paddy Kruyer and Kerry Jack visited Lee Scribante, Rathmor Stud and others on Tuesday. 

THE Thoroughbred Breeders’ Association 

(TBA’s) yearling inspectors, Patrick Kruyer and 

Kerry Jack, started their visits to breeders and stud 

farms in KwaZulu-Natal on Tuesday, looking at 

horses from Lee Scribante, Rathmor Stud, Scott 

Bros. and others. 

 

Yearlings are given a mark out of 10 for  

conformation, which is then combined with a  

pedigree mark for an assessment ahead of the BSA 

National Yearling Sale scheduled for 3,4 and 5 

May at the TBA Sales Complex. 

 

“Overall the standard of horses has been pretty 

good. We have already given a few 9s out of 10,” 

commented Kerry Jack. 

 

“Today we’re going to the Midlands to see yearlings 

at Summerhill Stud, Spring Valley and others and on 

Friday we move on to the last leg of the journey, 

Piketberg, for Wilgerbosdrift, Avontuur and  

Moutonshoek Stud.” 

 

Jack said that the pedigree committee will be  

convening next Tuesday to finalise the selected 

drafts, and that the  catalogue will become available 

about six weeks before the sale. - tt. 

https://tellytrack.com/
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REACH THE LEADERS OF OUR NICHE MARKET: 

THEY READ THIS LETTER! 

Phone Jo to place your advert: 083 399 6353  

Alistair Cohen Benefit Golf Day 
 

A Golf Day will be held this Friday, 3 February, at Blair 

Atholl Golf Course, for the benefit popular race caller  

Alistair Cohen, who has been diagnosed with cancer and is  

undergoing extensive treatment. There are a few four-balls 

and sponsored holes available. Phone Justin on 072 623 

7994 or Anthony on 082 497 3287 for details.  

New Zealand Sales results 
 

THE New Zealand Bloodstock Premier Yearling Sale  

concluded yesterday with China Horse Club purchasing the 

highest-priced yearling on Day Two, a filly by Savabeel 

(Zabeel) from the famed Eight Carat (Pieces Of Eight) 

family, for NZ$640,000. 

 

In all, after two days of selling, 338 yearlings were sold for 

an aggregate of NZ$58,407,500, up from NZ$55,678,500 

in 2016 when 316 yearlings were sold at last year’s record 

breaking sale.  

 

The average of NZ$172,803, was down slightly from the 

2016 figure of NZ$176,226, while the clearance rate of 78 

per cent was the same as in 2016 and the median also re-

mained the same at NZ$140,000. – ANZ Bloodstock News. 

FRANKIE Dettori extended his stay in Cape Town after 

the Sun Met, and on Tuesday visited Franschoek and its 

Car Museum. “I’m like a kid in a candy store!” he 

tweeted. 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
http://www.anzbloodstocknews.com/

