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You will also have to consider mudlark 

roughies like Mambo Mime and Baritone 

for exotic bets. Throw them into quartets. 
 
If the going is declared as ‘good’, Whisky Baron 

remains a leading contender – as reported this 

week he has the additional advantage of an 8 
draw – the barrier that produced the last two 

winners in Futura and Smart Call. 

 

Whatever happens, the sting will be out of the 
track, it will suit Legal Eagle, and at the risk of 

trying too hard to find ‘intellectual answers’ to 

the outcome of the race, let’s stick with the  
obvious, and the obvious is that Sean Tarry’s 

champion will win again. 

 

Or, at the risk of stating the obvious: “Whatever 
beats Legal Eagle will win the Sun Met!” 

 

That’s good intellectual cover for the average 
tipster! - tt. 

Legal Eagle, a champ in all conditions. 

Stating the obvious: Whatever 

beats Legal Eagle wins! 
 

HORSE Racing, or in fact studying horse form or 

‘handicapping’, as they call in the US, has been 
termed, “the most intellectual challenge known to 

man!” 

 
One could add to that, ‘Weather Predictions’. The so-

called weather gurus at Accuweather, for example, 

predicted a 60% chance of ‘light’ rain for Cape Town 

this morning. 
 

Well, needless to say, we (in the Stellenbosch area) 

woke up to a cloudburst at around 4:20am and, at this 
writing at 730am, there is a cloud cover over the entire 

region and it’s still bucketing down! 
 

The dudes at Accuweather reckon that Saturday will 
be “sunny and pleasant” in the Mother City, which 

means (hopefully), that the Gr1 Sun Met is not in  

jeopardy, but it’s rained enough already for form  
students to bring this curve ball into reckoning for  

tomorrow’s races. 

As per Computaform’s ‘wet’ column, supporters of the 
favourite Legal Eagle, Marinaresco, Bele-Bela, and 

Captain America have nothing to worry about. The rest 

are in trouble if the track conditions come up soft,  
including Whisky Baron, whose worst career run came 

on a sluggish track last June. 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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YOU CAN GET RESULTS BY GETTING TO THE 

INDUSTRY LEADERS. SPEAK TO JO ABOUT AN 

ADVERTISING CAMPAIGN ON TURF TALK. 

Call 083 399 6353  

THERE was more late money yesterday for three-

year-old Gold Standard, who was turned from 13-2 

to 6-1 to win the Gr1 Sun Met. 
 

The rest remained unchanged, with favourite Legal 

Eagle firm at 2-1. 
 

Here is the latest call: 

 

2-1 LEGAL EAGLE 
28-10 Marinresco 

9-2 Whisky Baron 

6-1 (13-2) Gold Standard 
11-1 Bela-Bela 

15-1 It’s My Turn 

18-1 French Navy, Captain America 
20-1 The Conglomerate 

55-1 Brazuca 

66-1 Cape Speed, Mambo Mime, Mac De Lago 

75-1 Baritone 
100-1 Macduff 

 

California Chrome faces worst of  

draws in Pegasus World Cup 
 

ARROGATE and California Chrome will hook up 
once more this weekend - this time for the biggest 

prize in the history of thoroughbred racing. 

 

They lead the field of 12 horses drawn into the  
inaugural running of the Grade 1 Pegasus World 

Cup Invitational worth US$12 million, with the  

winner earning US$7m.  
 

If California Chrome gets revenge for the Breeders' 

Cup and wins this last race before he goes to stud, 
he will run his career earnings to US$21.5m That 

would move him past the five Japanese horses in 

front of him and make him the world-record holder. 

 
But to accomplish this, Chrome will have to  

overcome a wide draw of 12 on Gulfstream's  

idiosyncratic 1800-metre dirt course, which begins 
with a quick left turn at the end of the lane. That 

carries a huge disadvantage for runners drawn out-

side. 

 
In the 11 years of Gulfstream's current configura-

tion, only seven of 117 horses have won at more 

than 1600m drawing outside barrier 9.  Arrogate 
conversely drew the rail. 

 

Scrounging to find a bright side, Chrome's 79-year-
old trainer Art Sherman said: "You can't make any 

excuses. The only good thing I thought about this, 

we won't have to be in the starting gate long. We 

can overcome all this, believe me." 
 

“We’re set to go,” said Bob Baffert, trainer of  

Arrogate. - Racing.com. 

TRAINER Justin Snaith took Sun Met runner, Bela-Bela, 

for a walk on the beach this week. (T. Robertson) 

https://tellytrack.com/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
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Drakenstein buy a 50% share 

in Gold Standard 

 
DRAKENSTEIN Stud has acquired a 50% stake in three-year-old Gold 

Standard from Suzanne and Hugo Hattingh’s Chrigor Stud(Pty) Ltd., 

ahead of tomorrow’s Gr1 Sun Met. He will race in the Drakenstein silks. 
 

Drakenstein Racing Manager Kevin Sommerville confirmed that Charles 

Faull, who has such an outstanding record advising the top farm, had 

been instrumental in recommending Gold Standard. 
 

 “We naturally watch the progeny of all our stallions and Gold Standard 

caught the eye after his performance in the Cape Guineas, where he and 
the winner  pulled well clear of the rest of the field.  

 

“He is a magnificent specimen and being by a champion in Trippi out of 

a strong damline – Elliodor, Dancing Champ and New South Wales are 
the family damsires – he really does tick all of the boxes.” 

 

Sommerville went on to add that he was under no false illusions about 
the tall order facing the 3yo in the Met. 

 

“We feel he is the best 3yo in South Africa and can only improve as a 
4yo – we believe he has the potential to do great things. In the medium 

term we’d like to see him here in our stallion barn as a potential succes-

sor to his sire.  

 
“We have to plan and strategise for these things! For now we look for-

ward to enjoying his racing career with the Hattinghs, who have been so 

accommodating and professional in our dealings,” he said. - Sporting 
Post. 

Derby might be a three-cornered contest 
 

HORIZON, Table Bay and Edict Of Nantes are the main contenders in 
Saturday’s Gr1 Investec Derby over 2000m at Kenilworth. 

  

Trainer Candice Bass-Robinson said of her charge: “Horizon is a  

progressive horse who will enjoy the 2000m. He is doing very well and 
should have a good chance from a favourable draw.” 

  

Both Table Bay and Newlands are trained by Joey Ramsden, with the 
former fancied by many to win the Cape Guineas last month.  

  

Ramsden commented: “Ridden more conservatively I have little doubt 
he will get the trip all right. He’s been in good form at home and I’m 

happy with the signals he’s given me in the six weeks since the  

Guineas.” 

 
Trainer Brett Crawford said: “Edict of Nantes didn’t gallop very well, 

that’s a fact. But I couldn’t find anything wrong and right now his work 

is good. But a bad gallop is a bad gallop.” - TAB News. 

https://klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
C:/Users/Charl/Documents/document-instruction
http://www.kuda.co.za/
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Klawervlei Golf Day—Hermanus 

Jason Dedekind (with Micaela Cross, 

above), and the Tellytrack team emerged 

victors at Wednesday’s Klawervlei Golf 

Day in Hermanus. Wayne Marks snapped 

the pics. -  tt 


