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Who will be next on Sun Met honour roll? 

HORSE Chestnut  (photo) became one of the most 
illustrious winners of the old Gr1 J&B Met when 

he won the race by a distance in 1999. 

 

Who will be the first winner under the new Sun 
Met  (with GH Mumm) banner? 

 

THE Sun Met is an important contest as it puts 
South Africa's top racehorses on an even footing. 

It's run over the Kenilworth 2 000m, which has a 

long run-in and gives a fair chance to runners.  

Plus, at sea level, the best South African racehorses 

have an equal opportunity. Originally, the race was 
run over a mile (1 600m). By 1915, the race had 

been extended to 1 800m and finally set in as a ten 
furlongs race (2 000m) in 1948, which remains the 

running distance today.  

 For a decade The Metropolitan Handicap was 

run more than once a year – between 1895 and 
1909. 

 In 1901, The 'Met' was run five times – in 

March, April, June, October and December. 

 The Metropolitan was not run in 1914 and 1918 

due to WW1. 

 The Metropolitan Handicap of 1943 and 1944 

was run at Milnerton, with Kenilworth being used 

during the war years as a military base. 

 The 'Met' was traditionally run in  (cont on p2)

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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YOU CAN GET RESULTS BY GETTING TO THE 

INDUSTRY LEADERS. SPEAK TO JO ABOUT AN 

ADVERTISING CAMPAIGN ON TURF TALK. 

Call 083 399 6353  

MET HONOUR ROLL 
 
November before it moved to January in 1947, 

when Thorium beat Cape Heath by 3½ lengths.  

 

Sun Met Honour Roll: 1973 to present 
 

1973 Gold Flame | 1974 Yataghan | 1975 Sledge-

hammer | 1976 Gatecrasher | 1977 Bahadur | 1978 
Politician | 1979 Politician | 1980 Sunshine Man | 

1981 Queen's Elect | 1982 Foveros | 1983 Arctic 

Cove | 1984 Wolf Power | 1985 Charles Fortune | 

1986 Wild West | 1987 Model Man | 1988 Mark 
Anthony | 1989 Fearless Streaker | 1990 Jungle 

Warrior | 1991 Olympic Duel | 1992 Divine Master | 

1993 Empress Club | 1994 Pas De Quoi | 1995 Surf-
ing Home | 1996 La Fabulous |1997 London News | 

1998 Imperious Sue | 1999 Horse Chestnut | 2000 

Badger's Coast | 2001 Bunter Barlow | 2002 Polo 
Classic | 2003 Angus | 2004 Yard-Arm | 2005 Alas-

tor | 2006 Zebra Crossing | 2007 Pocket Power | 

2008 Pocket Power | 2009 Pocket Power | 2010 

River Jetez | 2011 Past Master | 2012 Igugu (Aus) | 
2013 Martial Eagle | 2014 Hill Fifty Four | 2015 

Futura | 2016 Smart Call. 

 
Over the course of the history of The Sun Met, three 

families have dominated race victories – the Lairds, 

Millards and Kannemeyers, who between them won 
the race 10 times. Syd Laird won it twice with  

Politician in 1978 and 1979; Alec Laird won it with 

London News in 1997. Terrance Millard won it with 

Arctic Cove in 1983, Mark Anthony in 1988 and 
Olympic Duel in 1991, while his son Tony Millard 

won it with Empress Club in 1993. The Kanne-

meyer team, Peter and son Dean, won The Sun Met 
with Sunshine Man in 1980, then with Divine  

Master in 1992 and with Pas De Quoi in 1994. - tt. 

Hatt takes over from Vermaak 

at Maine Chance Farms 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

FORMER ace jockey Glen Hatt will be taking over 

from Justin Vermaak as Racing Manager for Dr 
Andreas Jacobs’ Maine Chance Farms. 

 

The move comes about after a solid opportunity 

has arisen in Singapore for Vermaak, who will be 
commuting between Singapore and South Africa.  

 

Vermaak commented: “This new opportunity  
coupled with the solid success of Green Street 

Bloodstock in the last calendar year has forced my 

hand into this decision on concentrating on these 
private ventures.  

 

“GSB is growing in Singapore and I need to apply 

all my time into turning GSB into a local and  
international success. There is still much to do on 

this front in SA with over 30 unraced two-year 

olds to follow so I will look to split my time on a 
50/50 basis between the two countries ensuring I 

fulfil my Tellytrack and Racing Association  

Director duties fully. 

 
“Andreas tasked me with coming up with a suit-

able replacement and someone I thought  would be 

a good fit for the farm, immediately Glen Hatt 
sprung to mind. He will start on 1 February.” - tt. 

Glen Hatt, new job. 

https://tellytrack.com/
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THE Sun Met team promises heaps of glitz and glamour, great racing 

and the mother of all after parties at Kenilworth on Saturday. If you 

haven’t booked yet, do it now! Go here for details. 

Lerena on the heels of Cheyne 
 
STYLISH Gavin Lerena is making a determined effort to regain the 

South Africa Jockeys’ title from S’Manga Khumalo this season. 

 

Lerena has ridden 8 winners at the last four meetings and is now right on 
the heels of the game log-leader, Greg Cheyne. 

 

The pair have several good mounts between them at Saturday’s Sun Met 
meeting and their rivalry promises to be interesting. 

 

Here are the Top 10 riders on the 2016/17 table, at 24 January: 
 

1 GREG CHEYNE (89) 

2 Gavin Lerena (87) 

3 Andrew Fortune (83) 
4 Craig Zackey (78) 

5 Anton Marcus (77) 

6 Richard Fourie (75) 
7 Muzi Yeni (68) 

8 Antony Delpech (67) 

9 Lyle Hewitson (61) 
10 S’Manga Khumalo (58)

Massive Pick 6 pool expected on Sun Met Day 
 

THE carryover going forward on the first Pick 6 on Saturday at Kenil-

worth, Sun Met day, has been increased to R2.2 million and the pool is 

now expected to reach R8 million. 
 

“The carryover at Turffontein on Tuesday has enabled us to give and 

even bigger boost to the Pick 6 pool,” said Vee Moodley, Executive 
Director: Sports Betting for Phumelela. -  TAB News. 

https://klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
C:/Users/Charl/Documents/document-instruction
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.ticketpros.co.za/portal/web/index.php/event/c45c415d-5788-4c8c-b890-581ae8c8c3b5
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Money pours on Gold Standard 
 

THREE-year-old Gold Standard, backed from 9s into 

8-1 yesterday, has come in for further support and is 
now available at 7-1, causing a drift in odds for both  

Marinaresco and Whisky Baron. 

 

French Navy has found good support among the value-
backers, who took 33-1 and 25-1 earlier. Sean Tarry’s 

runner is now at 18-1. 

 
Here is the latest betting: 

 

2-1 LEGAL EAGLE 
3-1 (28-10) (5-2) Marinaresco 

5-1 (9-2) Whisky Baron 

7-1 (8-1) (9-1) 10-1) Gold Standard 

11-1 (10-1) (9-1) Bela-Bela 
15-1 (14-1) It’s My Turn 

18-1 (25-1; 33-1) French Navy, The Conglomerate 

 
20-1 and better the others. 

Veteran Gauci retires 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

VETERAN Australian jockey Darren Gauci has 
announced his retirement but will still play a 

part in the industry as a mentor to young riders. 

 

The 51-year-old will take up a position with 
Racing Victoria as an apprentice jockey coach 

early next month. Gauci's career spanned more 

than three decades and included four Victorian 
premierships, three as an apprentice, and 35 

Group One victories.  

 

"Long-term it's something that I've always 
wanted to do and now I've got the job I'm  

looking forward to working with the team," 

Gauci told Racing.com. "I will miss riding but 
I've been training for this job for 37 years.”  -

ANZ Bloodstock News. 

Arrogate voted World’s Best 
 

WITH his impressive victory in the Breeders’ Cup 
Classic (Gr1), the steel grey Arrogate (USA) [134] has 

secured the title of 2016 Longines World’s Best  

Racehorse. Arrogate won the Classic by a half-length 
after chasing down California Chrome (USA) [133], 

the world’s second highest rated horse. 

 

Arrogate, who did not make his career debut until 
April, won five of six starts in 2016. He came into the 

Classic off of his historic victory in the G1 Travers 

Stakes, where he broke a 37-year-old track record and 
won by 13 ½ lengths in his first attempt at stakes com-

pany. 

Arrogate, superstar. 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1

