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Will Marcus change tactics on Legal Eagle? 

Legal Eagle beats Marinaresco in the Gr2 Green Point Stakes. (Liesl King) 

 “LEGAL Eagle has shown in his last two races that 
he could do with some cover and I would be happy 

for him to follow the better drawn horses,” says 

Mayfair Speculators racing manager Derek  

Brugman. 
 

“He is versatile and has a great turn of foot. I also 

think he is better over the ten furlongs (2000m) of 
the Met than he is over a mile (1600m).” 

 

This could imply a subtle change in tactics for the 
Gr1 Sun Met favourite in the race at Kenilworth on 

Saturday. 

 

Legal Eagle raced a close second when starting fa-

vourite for last year’s Met. He led 300m out only 
to be challenged and headed by Smart Call who 

drew right away in the closing stages. 

 

Anton Marcus again had Legal Eagle handy when 
he won the L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate earlier this 

month. He raced in third behind Midnite Zone 

and Captain America before taking it up over 
200m out. 

 

Second favourite Marinaresco, who was less than 
0.50 lengths behind Legal Eagle in last month’s 

Green Point Stakes, was beaten more than three 

lengths into fourth in the Queen’s Plate. 

(continued on page 2) 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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Truter is new HHA Chair 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

THE National Horseracing Authority has  

announced the appointment of Ken Truter, as its 
new Chairman. 

 

In a press release dated 23 January 2017, the NHA 

stated, “Mr Truter, a UCT graduate, has been a 
successful horse owner and entrepreneur for many 

years and held numerous directorships within the 

business and horseracing landscapes. 
 

He is a passionate racehorse lover. This is evident 

through his keen involvement in various industry 

initiatives.  Ken has been a racehorse Owner and 
Breeder since 1979 and in 2000 was named as the 

Western Cape Owner of the year.  He is currently 

Chairman of the Western Cape Equine Trust. 
 

Besides enjoying ownership in a number of great 

horses, his highlight, as a breeder, was as a  
shareholder of the High Season Stud that bred the 

international champion and Klawervlei Stud resi-

dent sire, Jay Peg. 

 
The NHA and its Board hereby wishes to thank the 

previous Chairman, Mr Andrew O’Connor, for 

successfully leading the organisation through some 
turbulent times over the last two years.” 
 

MET TACTICS 
 

He had a wide draw that day but rider Grant van 

Niekerk said: “I probably rode a bit of a bad race. 
But that is the nature of the game – you ride some 

good races and some bad ones – and I make him a 

big runner on Saturday.” 
 

Brett Crawford, speaking about Whisky 

Baron at the Cape Premier Yearling Sale on 

Sunday, said he was confident that his 

charge could make the two big guns run. He 

commented: “The horses I’ve always liked 

most are the ones who improve with every 

run, who step up every time and win well. 
 
“He’s going for five wins in a row after being 

gelded and he might well be up to it. Of course  

Legal Eagle is rated much higher, but Whisky Baron 
hasn’t stopped improving after his gelding, he’s  

getting better still.” 

 

Whisky Baron was well beaten in his only start over 
2400m and has since competed up to 1800m, but 

Crawford said: “His 2400m run was in the mud in 

the Winter Derby. He may not fully see out 2400m, 
but I have absolutely no concern over 2000m, he 

will be perfectly suited.” 

 

Jockey Corne Orffer, who rode Whisky Baron into 
second behind Marinaresco in the Winter Classic, 

commented: “I remember that day because I was 

very impressed. Whisky Baron was alongside  
Marinaresco and fighting, trying hard.  

 

“He was only beaten less than half a length  

receiving a kilo and is now 2kg better off. He is bet-
ter now, stronger and has a big chance.” - tt. 

YOU CAN GET RESULTS BY GETTING TO THE 

INDUSTRY LEADERS. SPEAK TO JO ABOUT AN 

ADVERTISING CAMPAIGN ON TURF TALK. 

Call 083 399 6353  

https://tellytrack.com/
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BloodStock SA graduates dominate the 

2017 Gr1 Sun Met field 

IN what is a truly fantastic achievement for BSA, more than 90% of the 

local runners in Saturday’s historic G1 Sun Met are former Bloodstock 

South Africa purchases. This number includes leading fancies Legal  

Eagle, Marinaresco and Bela-Bela.  

The full list of Bloodstock South Africa sold Met contenders are as  

follows: 

-Legal Eagle (R425 000 2013 Emperors Palace National Yearling Sale) 

-Marinaresco (R1 300 000  2014 Emperors Palace National Yearling 

Sale) 

-It’s My Turn (R400 000 2014 Emperors Palace National Yearling Sale) 

-Captain America (R400 000 2012 Emperors Palace National Yearling 

Sale. 

-Baritone (R350 000 2014 Emperors Palace National Yearling Sale) 

-Cape Speed (R550 000 2014 Emperors Palace National Yearling Sale) 

-Mambo Mime (R375 0002014 Emperors Palace National Yearling Sale) 

-Bela-Bela (R1 400 000 2014 Emperors Palace National 2YO Sale) 

-Gold Standard (R725 000 2015 Val De Vie Yearling Sale) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bloodstock South Africa graduates have a great record in the Met, run 

for the first time for a purse of R5 000 000 this year.  

Past Met winning BSA graduates include Futura (2015), Martial Eagle 

(2013), Past Master (2011), River Jetez (2010) and multiple champion 

Pocket Power (photo). A triple Horse Of The Year, he won the Met three 

years running from 2007-2009.  

From 2007 to 2011, the Met was won exclusively by BSA sold thor-

oughbreds! The next BSA sale will be the Shongweni Mixed Sale to be 

held at the Shongweni Polo Grounds on February 22nd. –BSA. 

https://klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
C:/Users/Charl/Documents/document-instruction
http://www.kuda.co.za/
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Miss Frankel will improve after moderate debut 

TRAINER Dennis Drier says he was “shell-

shocked” after the stable’s high-profile filly Miss 

Frankel’s disappointing debut in a 1000m contest 

at Kenilworth on Saturday. 

With four Frankels on offer at the CTS Premier 

Sale and the first progeny of Frankel to race in 

this country, Racing Post headlined the scene 
with, “Frankel fever grips South Africa”, but the 

race became an anti-climax when Drier’s filly 

finished 7th of 12 runners, well beaten at cramped 

odds of 5-10. 

Gold Circle reports: “The minute she appeared in 

the parade ring for the Welcome To Kenilworth 

Maiden photographers descended on her like a 
film star at the Oscars. The chestnut with two 

white stockings and unusual – if not unique – 

markings on her white face was totally unfazed. 

Unfortunately she adopted the same casual  

approach for much of the race and Sean Veale 

was niggling at her from the word go. A furlong 

out he asked her in earnest and, to the horror of 
those who had made her favourite, he found the 

response to be completely negative. She weak-

ened rather than quickened.” 

The stipes promptly ordered a veterinary exami-

nation, but the racecourse vet pronounced noth-

ing apparently wrong. Drier said: “Miss Frankel 
was as shell-shocked as I am. She didn’t know 

what was required of her. She’ll be back!” - tt. 

Miss Frankel, now show on debut. (Liesl King). 

 

More money for Gold Standard 
 

THREE-year-old Gold Standard has come in for  

further support ahead of Saturday’s Sun Met, backed 
in from 9-1 to 8-1. Marinaresco has drifted to 28-10 

from 5-2, Legal Eagle holds firm at 2-1 favourite. 

 

Here is the latest betting: 
 

2-1 LEGAL EAGLE 

 
28-10 (5-2) Marinaresco 

 

9-2 Whisky Baron 
 

8-1 (9-1) Gold Stadard 

 

10-1 (9-1) Bela-Bela 
 

14-1 It’s My Turn 

 
16-1 and better the others. 

THEY made movies about great horses in the US as 

for back as the 1940s, when the first Seabiscuit epic 

was released by Warner Bros. 

 

With South Africa emerging as a new hub for inter-

national movie-making, along with our local talent, 

perhaps it’s time for a locally produced film about 

one of our own heroic thoroughbreds? 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/

