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 Bela-Bela 

Legal Eagle 

Whisky Baron 

Carry On Alice 

A quality racing festival is a long time coming in 

South Africa and we have a feeling this weekend’s 

inaugural L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate will be so  

successful that a three, or even a four-day festival 

will be considered in future. 

 

There are any number of factors that lend itself to a 

festival that can achieve true international appeal in 

years to come, not least of which the Rupert  

family’s century-long experience in marketing  

luxury brands – something Gaynor Rupert has done 

on a small scale with her taking over of the Queen’s 

Plate in 2010 and the developing of the race day as 

an essential lifestyle event. 

 

She happened to be in the right city, then picked the 

right race and threw her marketing experience and 

top quality branding behind it, aimed at a youthful 

audience. 

 

There is a race sponsored by Cartier on Friday,  

Anthonij Rupert Wyne gives its name to a Maiden 

Plate, BMW has sponsored a stayer’s race – it’s 

simply magnificent and to be admired, without  

trying to patronise anyone. 

 

The thing is – racing’s top brass are powerful, 

wealthy and well-connected and if they really want 

to get traditional family power behind racing, they 

can. Excuses have been offered up in the past – 

brand (un)suitability, the image of racing, blah de 

blah. That’s all crap. 

 

We reported on the growing success of the Sansui 

Summer Cup last year – a brand that’s put stupid 

excuses behind them to support racing, and now, 

with the influence of the almighty Richemont Group 

evident in the L’Ormarins inaugural festival, we 

have a major worldwide entity setting an example 

via a family interest in racing. More top sponsors 

may well follow, and more still.  

A long time coming! 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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FOLLOW US ON TURF TALK 

FOR DAILY NEWS UPDATES 

@turftalk1 

 

Gr1 L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate, 1600m 

 
15-20 (8-10)  Legal Eagle 

15-10 (13-10) Marinaresco 

16-1 (14-1) Captain America, French Navy, The 

Conglomerate 

33-1 Sail South, Silicone Valley, Bold Rex 

50-1 Midnite Zone 

66-1 Fifty Cents 

Gr1 Maine Chance Paddock Stakes, 1800m 

1-1 Bela-Bela 

33-10 Silver Mountain 

9-2 (11-2, 13-2) Safe Harbour 

10-1 (7-1) Star Express 

16-1 (14-1) Goodtime Gal, Nightingale 

20-1 (16-1) Chevauchee 

25-1 (20-1) Tahini, Sail 

33-1 Icy Fire, Final Judgement, Whose That Girl. 

VISIT THE BETTING WORLD WEBSITE TO 

OPEN AN ACCOUNT OR DIAL 087.741.2700 

 

 

Latest Betting 

BETTING WORLD’S LATEST ODDS (with  changes 

reflected) ON THIS SATURDAY’S FEATURES 

LONG TIME COMING!... 

 
Let’s get Dunhill on the card next year too, It’s a 

cool Blue brand, after all, and we can puff away 

next to the jazz tent whilst sipping on samples of 

those luxury wines! 

 

Doing things unconventionally often means doing 

things the right way.  

 

Well done to Mrs Rupert and team! 

BETMASTERS, the “boutique bookmakers” who 

pride themselves on a variety of special promotions, 

listened to Turf Talk’s recent call for odds on the 

hugely exciting 2016/17 SA National Jockeys’ 

Championship -  they've priced up and (for new  

accounts opened) are offering a 20% bonus on bets 

placed on jockeys, up to R1,000, i.e if you put R100 

on Anton Marcus at 4-1, you will get a bet of  

R480/100. Mail Vicky@betmasters.co.za to join or 

phone 021.461.9129. 

 

Their opening market is: 

 

18-10 Gavin Lerena 
7-2 Andrew Fortune 

4-1 Anton Marcus 

8-1 Anthony Delpech 

10-1 Greg Cheyne 

12-1 Richard Fourie 

20-1 Muzi Yeni 

25-1 S’Manga Khumalo 

33-1 Lyle Hewitson, 100-1 and better others. 

https://tellytrack.com/
http://twitter.com/turftalk1
http://twitter.com/turftalk1
http://twitter.com/turftalk1
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
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Crawford, at the weekend 

LEADING trainer Brett Crawford has employed racing 

scribe Mark Van Deventer to run his website and help with  

communications, another feather in the cap of the  

formidable Phillip trainer. Here are his comments for the 

L’Ormarins Festival, as jotted down by Van Deventer. 

“Stable stalwart Captain America will be giving it a crack. 

He is very game, and has used his big action to win at 

Grade 1 level before, yet has persistently proved a few 

lengths inferior to Legal Eagle, so realistically has a solid 

place chance. Brett commented, “Captain America has en-

joyed a very good prep and is exceptionally well – I’ happy 

with him, though he faces a tough task.” 

Sail South, who has won multiple times just below the top 

echelon also takes his place. “We’re hoping for the best – 

Sail South is feeling well and has been doing fine in train-

ing, but this is a big ask.” Crawford’s third Queen’s Plate 

runner, Midnite Zone got upsides of Captain America in 

the Matchem Stakes when receiving 3.5 kg’s and they now 

meet at levels, which makes it a daunting assignment. This 

valiant son of Trippi likes to race handy and always gives of 

his best. 

Ridgemont Stud’s Chevauchee and Icy Fire go to post for 

the stable in the prestigious Paddock Stakes. They will be 

trying to spoil what sets up as a match between Bela Bela 

and Silver Mountain, the only older fillies in the race with 

triple digit merit ratings. Chevauchee hinted at Stakes- class 

ability when scoring in features during the Cape Winter so 

could harass the top two – according to Brett, “… she has 

enjoyed a good prep for this mission.” 

Icy Fire’s tough objective is to sneak valuable Black Type. 

The daughter of Western Winter has ground to make up 

based on official ratings (MR 94) but has a beautiful action, 

can quicken smartly and will enjoy the trip. 

“Whisky Baron is exceptionally well after a great prep and 

is a big runner.” That’s how Brett calls it ahead of Satur-

day’s preceding feature, the Grade 2 Peninsula Handicap 

over 1800m. The son of Manhattan Rain has been dealing 

ruthlessly with rivals since being gelded and is primed for a 

strong showing in this build up to the Sun Met. 

Algoa Cup victor, Nebula and front-running Winter Prince 

also participate in the same race. Brett feels that Nebula is 

still well-weighted and is expecting a very good run, whilst 

the gutsy Winter Prince should run a fair race. 

Beach Goddess will try topple speed sensation Carry On 

Alice in Friday’s Cartier Sceptre Stakes, a Grade 2 sprint 

over 1200m. The Kildonan mare is re-

markably consistent given the serious 

physical setbacks she endured earlier in her 

career.  Beach Goddess is ideally suited to 

the stiff, “straight six” at Kenilworth and 

will again launch one of her spirited closing 

bids under stable jock, Corne Orffer. 

 

Supporting feature on Friday is the listed 

Jamaica Handicap, with Louisiana the sta-

ble rep. “She looks amazing and her work is 

very good so she must have a bright 

chance.’ predicted Brett. 

 

-from www.crawfordracing.net 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.crawfordracing.net
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Our breeders produce the best, year after year! 
 

ON the photo above, Diane de Kock leads South African-bred gelding Light The Lights (Christophe  

Soumillon) into the winner’s enclosure after his winning debut at Meydan in Dubai on Thursday evening. 

 

Light The Lights, a gelding by Western Winter from First Arrival (Northern Guest), was a R1,2-million 

purchase for Hugo Hattingh and partners at the BSA National Yearling Sale in 2013.  

 

He was sold to Sheikh Mohammed bin Khalifa Al Maktoum after his fourth to Smart Call in the 2016 J&B 

Met (for Glen Kotzen) and trainer Mike de Kock said: “Light The Lights and Noah from Goa left South 

Africa early last year and as a result they got to Dubai earlier than my horses normally do. 

 

“Light The Lights was a fit horse tonight and Noah is also doing very well, so we will look at taking  

another early shipment this year. They have definitely benefitted from getting here sooner.” 

 

De Kock praised South African breeders for “producing horses that deliver year after year!” - tt 

She must be wishing she’s back in Cape Town, her city of birth, but the superb race mare Crimson 

Palace is reportedly a happy girl and quite used to winter snow at Denali Stud in Paris, Kentucky. 

She’s in foal to Dubai World Cup winner Animal Kingdom. 


