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A HISTORY OF THE GREAT RACE 

L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate: ‘Elegance, style, panache..’ 

SATURDAY’s L'Ormarins Queen's Plate (LQP) is 

South Africa's oldest horse race, a championship 

event for equine milers, and it has a rich history. 

 

The Queen’s Plate was first run in honour of Queen 

Victoria after she gifted a silver plate and 500  

sovereigns to the South African Turf Club. The  

inaugural race was staged as a heats event in April 

1891, with the honours going to Cape Town owner 

Mr Chiappini’s horse, Dispatch.  

 

“What sets the L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate 

apart from other race days is its raison d’etre, 

not one of populous mass scale, but rather 

one of exclusivity, elegance and panache!” -

Cercle Magazine. 

The Queen’s Plate has kept its royal ties  

meticulously. After the death of Queen Victoria, it 

was run as the King’s Plate during the reigns of 

Edward VII and George VI and then reverted to 

being named the Queen’s Plate when Her Majesty 

Queen Elizabeth II was crowned in 1952. 

 

The monarch maintains strong ties with the event, 

and is represented every year by the British High 

Commissioner. 

 

A lot has changed since 1891 and the race has 

grown in stature to become South Africa’s premier 

weight-for-age contest over 1600m.  

 

These conditions ensure that the race is won by a 

true champion, a fact borne out by the race’s long 

and illustrious honour roll.  

 

The laurels have been claimed by some of the great-

est horses ever to grace South African soil, includ-

ing the mighty Sea Cottage, William Penn, In Full 

Flight, Yataghan, Sledgehammer, Politician, Wolf 

Power, galloping goldmine Empress Club, interna-

tional superstar London News, champion sire Jet 

Master, Winter Solstice and Variety Club.  

Of course, the undisputed King of the Queen’s 

Plate, with 4 successive trophies, is the unforgetta-

ble Pocket Power. Those are very large shoes to fill. 
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QUEEN’S PLATE 

 
The L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate was recently voted 

one of the top 5 race days in the world by the British 

Telegraph. Now, of  course, it is a two-day festival. 

An event that celebrates the Sport of Kings with 18 

races, champion trainers, champion jockeys and the 

best horses, makes for a right royal weekend out. 

 

“With its unparalleled history, the Queen’s Plate is 

perhaps the most storied of all, which perhaps 

makes it the most important race of all. It tells our 

history, it explains our studbook; via its royal con-

nection and the horses and people it is associated 

with, it connects us to the world – and the world to 

us,” Robyn Louw wrote on the Sporting Post web-

site earlier this week. 

 

“Under Gaynor Rupert and the L’Ormarins team 

(since 2010), the Queen’s Plate has acquired a 

unique flavour and mystique all of its own.” 

 

Owing to its growth and popularity with both local 

and international guests, this year’s L’Ormarins 

Queen’s Plate is presented as a two-day festival with 

a top class 18-race card. 

 

“The inaugural L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate Festival 

is the only one of its kind in South Africa with 

something for everyone. From die-hard horse racing 

fans to Cape Town’s social and fashion elite. No 

matter where you are, guests are guaranteed to feel 

first class,” said Katherine Gray, co-ordinator of 

LQP 2017. -  tt. 

The treasured Silver Plate. 
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READERS’ LETTER 
 

Mayfair Speculators will make fresh 

progress under new banner 
 

Dear Editor,  

 

Andrew Harrison’s article on TRC Global ratings 

refers (Turf Talk Newsletter, 3 January).  

 

The only reason why I & MJ Jooste moved out of 

the top 10 recently is that they now race  

predominantly under the Mayfair Speculators 

banner and points have accrued to Mayfair from 

1 August and no more points will accrue to I & 

MJ Jooste.  

 

Significantly Mayfair has accumulated 956 points 

since 1 Aug 2016 and is now number 128 in the 

world rankings (in the space of 5 months). If you 

combine the two entities points they would f 

be fighting out one of the top few positions in the 

TRC world rankings. 

 

-Derek Brugman, Racing Manager, Mayfair 

Speculators. 
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Black Caviar, the superstar sprinter. 

Black Caviar’s second foal 

goes into training 

 

THE owners of former Australian champion sprinter Black 

Caviar (Bel Esprit) have announced that her second foal, a 

yearling colt by Sebring (More Than Ready), will be 

trained by Michael, Wayne and John Hawkes.  

 

Black Caviar’s first foal Oscietra (Exceed And Excel) fin-

ished third on debut at Flemington over 1000 metres last 

Sunday.  

 

The winner of all her 25 race starts, Black Caviar had a 

filly last September by Snitzel (Redoute’s Choice) and has 

been confirmed to be in foal to More Than Ready 

(Southern Halo). - ANZ Bloodstock News. 

Another much-anticipated debut will be the one of Avontuur 

Stud’s Miss Frankel, planned for mid-February. She is train-

ing with Dennis Drier’s string in Cape Town and reportedly 

doing well. –tt. 
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