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THE latest TRC (Thoroughbred Racing Commentary) Global  

Rankings have Coolmore Stud and their Ballydoyle Team of 

trainer Aidan O’Brien and jockey Ryan Moore way ahead on 

respective logs after their sensational 2016. 

The Ireland-based Coolmore Partners, consisting of John  

Magnier, Derrick Smith and Michael Tabor, are way ahead on 

the  table for leading owners but South Africans Ingrid and 

Markus Jooste are starting to make a big impression.  

The Joostes, who race under the Mayfair Speculators banner, 

are currently in 11th position on the log. With the Cape  

season in full swing there is a chance they may return to the 

Top 10 in January. 

Mayfair’s retained jockey Anton Marcus finds himself in 18th 

spot on the log led by Moore. The only other South African 

rider to feature is Piere Strydom who sits in 87th place on the 

table. 

O’Brien, the master of Ballydoyle, spearheads the trainer’s  

table with an astonishing 51 Gr 1 winners in the period  

under review. 

The TRC Global rankings work in a similar fashion to the 

world golf and tennis rankings where points are award accord-

ing to the status of races won and the tables are updated 

weekly. - extracts from Gold Circle/Andrew Harrison article. 

Sensational Coolmore leads 

the world rankings 

The Coolmore Three: Magnier, Tabor and Smith. 

WINSTAR Farm topped the leading 

breeders table in North America by 

earnings, for the first time, in 2016.  

 

In 2016 WinStar Farm-bred horses 

earned over US$10,500,000, over 

US$3,800,000 clear of any other 

breeder in North America in 2016.  

―Being the leading breeder is important 

because it's the most team-oriented of 

our objectives; it encompasses brood-

mare care, mating selections, foaling, 

raising the yearlings, and so forth," said 

WinStar president and CEO Elliott  

Walden. "It has certainly been an all 

inclusive effort."  

 

WinStar Farm are standing 22 stallions 

in 2017 including More Than Ready 

(Southern Halo).—BloodHorse. 

WINSTAR TOPS IN USA 

Elliott Walden. 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
https://www.thoroughbredracing.com/rankings/category/jockey/
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Galileo: Thoroughbred breeding’s Holy Grail 

 

At his current rate–now up to 62 individual G1  

winners, 14 of them recording wins at that level 

during an extraordinary spree in 2016– Coolmore’s 

great stallion Galileo may well come close in 2017 

to his own sire Sadlers Wells’ aggregate of 73. 
 

Certainly it seems safe to assume that Galileo’s 

15th crop, born this spring, will be extending a  

record taken from Sadler’s Wells by the time they 

make it onto the track. And who knows how many 

more crops may yet follow? 

 

Galileo has produced enough fast horses from fast 

mares for breeders to be confident that he will not 

so much neuter speed on the dam side, as  

compound it–above all, Danehill speed.  

 
 

They used to say of Danehill that he could get you a 

sprinter from a sprinter, or a stayer from a stayer. 

But with Galileo it seems you can throw out the rule 

book. You’re just going to get a good horse, and 

with some of them, it doesn’t seem to matter quite 

what you ask them to do. Minding is a good  

example. 

 

We are becoming so accustomed to Galileo’s  

hegemony–his progeny earnings in 2016 have 

topped $30 million; Tapit, next in the list, is just 

about touching $20 million. Galileo is vesting ge-

netic gold in the breed: a 1-2-3 in the G1 Prix de 

l’Arc de Triomphe, for instance. 
 

For the fact is that many who admired the giddy 

new summit he attained at Chantilly in October will 

have forgotten that Galileo’s offspring had already 

that season filled the frame in an English Classic, in 

the G1 1000 Guineas. 

 

It is mind-boggling to consider the parade of elite 

performers we owe to Galileo. To name a random 

sample:  Intello, Ruler of the World, Australia,  

Magician, Gleneagles, Highland Reel, Found,  

Minding, The Gurkha and now Churchill. 

 

Now champion stallion for an eighth time, Galileo 

may yet reel in his own sire–whose record of 14 

titles was presumed certain, at the time of his  

pensioning, to stand for all time. Where the first 

Galileo redrew the firmament, in racing terms, the 

second is strewing it with new stars. Let us renew 

our sense of wonder, then, should he manage to  

assemble yet another dazzling constellation during 

2017. 

 

Galileo has become the thoroughbred’s genetic 

grail.  -Extracts from article by Chris McGrath in 

TDN. Photo of Galileo, by Sinead Ni Riain Fine Art. 

Galileo, strewing the turf with stars. 

https://tellytrack.com/
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CTS Merit Table 

CAPE Thoroughbred Sales are anticipating a bumper 

month this January, with their flagship sale on 21 and 22 

January and the running of some generously endowed 

sales races. 

 

The three CTS sale races, the CTS 1200, the CTS 1600 

and the Kuda Sprint (for 2yo’s), will offer total stakes of in 

the region of a staggering R15 million for owners on Sun 

Met Day, 28 January. 

The National Horseracing Authority of South Africa have 

kindly published a listing in merit rating order of possible 

qualifying candidates for the $500 000 CTS 1200 and the 

$500 000 CTS 1600 which will be run on Sun Met Day. 

 

Here is the latest available Top 20: 

Log 

21/12 
Age Sex Horse MR   

1 3 F JUST SENSUAL 109   

1 3 C WILLIAM LONGSWORD 109   

3 3 C ALWAYS IN CHARGE 108   

3 3 F SAFE HARBOUR 108   

5 3 G SERGEANT HARDY 104   

5 3 F SHE’S A GIVER 104   

7 3 C ATTENBOROUGH 101   

8 3 C JANOOBI 100   

8 3 F LADY OF THE HOUSE 100   

10 3 F CLOTH OF CLOUD 99   

11 3 C RIVARINE 98   

11 3 G SINGAPORE SLING 98   

13 3 G BRITISH ROYALE 97   

13 3 G GUNNER 97   

13 3 F MYFUNNYVALENTINE 97   

16 3 F EXQUISITE TOUCH 96   

17 3 G BUFFALO SOLDIER 95   

17 3 C HORSE GUARDS 95   

19 3 F BLAZE OF MYSTERY 94   

20 3 C STEP UP 92   

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
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RAFEEF (AUS), was a popular winner on New Year’s Eve for Mike de Kock and Randall Simons. The three-year-

old colt by Redoute’s Choice defeated Irish Pride in a competitive handicap over 1400m and Mathew de Kock   

commented: “He’s progressive, a smart horse. We’ll go for the Listed Wolf Power Handicap next. Rafeef has won 

four of six starts for Sheikh Hamdan of Dubai. (JC Photos). 

Fort Ember has earned more 

than 7 times her purchase price! 

 
FORT Ember, the easy winner of Sunday’s Gr3 

Flamboyant Stakes over 1600m at Greyville, was a 

shrewd R60,000 purchase for trainer Paul Peter at 

the CTS Ready To Run Sale in 2014.  

The filly by Elusive Fort has now won 5 of 9 starts 

and over R455,000 in prize money for the  

partnership of Peter, Dr Kevin and Mrs Emmy 

Backos, and Ian Levitan. 

―I’m going to give Fort Ember a break now and 

we’ll be aiming her at the Gr1 Empress Club 

Stakes over 1600 during the Highveld Autumn 

Season in April,‖ said Peter. 

In-form apprentice Lyle Hewitson booted home 

two other winners on the day and with 52 winners 

is now firmly in 9th spot on the 2016/17 SA  

Jockeys Log, chasing a Top Five position. 
  

Fort Ember, bought for 60k. 

The superb Hewitson won three Graded features 

within a week. He was also successful in the Gr3 

Christmas Handicap at Greyville on Rikitikitana 

(Sean Tarry), and the Gr3 Lebelo Sprint on New 

Year’s Eve for Mike Azzie on Rivarine. 

 

Rivarine, who is high up on the CTS merit log, 

posted a fast 55,58s for the Turffontein standside 

1000m, just marginally slower than Mythical 

Flight’s course record of 54,96s. - tt. 

http://klawervlei.co.za/stallion/pomodoro

