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NEWSLETTER, FRIDAY 16 DECEMBER 2016 

 
ADVERTISE WITH TURF TALK:  

Read by Industry Leaders 
Phone Jo on 083 399 6353 

Hack Green: “That’s The Plan!” 

TODAY is the Day Of Reconciliation, and after 20-
odd years of democracy (which included yet  
another power outage this morning interrupting the 
preparation of this letter) the easiest concept to 
reconcile with remains our guaranteed Freedom Of 
Speech! 
 
In racing terms this means that trainers and jock-
eys can express different views and opinions about 
their runners and that we at Turf Talk don’t have to 
tip what everyone else is tipping, and we don’t  
necessarily have to share everyone’s views be-
cause it is considered popular or “safe” for that 
matter. 
 
We will, therefore, be looking for an alternative to 
the favourite Table Bay in tomorrow’s Gr1 Grand 
Parade Cape Guineas at Kenilworth. It’s a race, 
like the recent Cape Fillies Guineas, stacked with 
talented horses, but among them there really are 
no outstanding stars.  
 
They’re all good, and as we saw in the Fillies  
Guineas, a horse rated well below the highest in 

the race can easily win – just like 92-rated Just  
Sensual defeated the 104s and other higher-rated 
rivals in the mentioned contest. 
 
Purely on exposed recent form, the handicapper is 
way out with his ratings and 96-rated Gold Standard 
should simply repeat his Gr2 Selangor Cup run to 
beat Table Bay and others again. He came from 
behind them that day, drew away and won well. 
 
Gold Standard’s trainer Glen Kotzen said the  
Selangor was a “true-run” race and that the stable is 
excited because that points to true form and another 
win for Gold Standard.  Trainer Joey Ramsden  
reckons, in turn, that the Selangor was run at a 
“ridiculous pace” and that Table Bay is likely to  
reverse that form.  
 
Ramsden could well be right – the Guineas will 
show – but there are factors beyond the Selangor to 
contend with, including formidable new Highveld 
rivals in Singapore Sling, Heavenly Blue and 
Doosra, as well as other new challengers Gunner, 
Hack Green and Craven. This is another mighty 
competitive contest and the winner, seriously, could 
come from any of at least 10 runners! 
 
The shrewd Dennis Drier described the progressive 
Hack Green’s last two sprints as “prep runs for the 
Guineas in very tough fields” – and for all of us who 
thought Hack Green’s mission was the Gr2 Mer-
chants – we were wrong!  
 
Hack Green has been prepared with the Guineas in 
mind and, as Drier points out, “that was the plan” 
and “If he gets the mile, which he should on his 
pedigree, he should be a big runner!” We like those 
sentiments, because Hack Green is already a Gr2 
winner and he’s been exciting to watch. 
 
The drawback, aside from his attempting the mile for 
the first time, is that Hack Green goes around the 
left-handed bend for the first time, a variable that 
has been too much to handle for some big names of 
the past. He remains a serious contender though, 

Hack Green, tries the mile. 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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and could fight it out with another intriguing runner, Craven, 
the up-and-coming three-year-old from Brett Crawford’s yard. 
 
Craven, by Dynasty, is lightly raced and fast on the upgrade. 
He steps up in class but Crawford is on record saying he 
should be “up to the task”. He’s also suggested that Craven is 
a better horse than Winter Prince, who had the comfortable 
beating of Table Bay in a handicap in October. 
 
All opinions are entirely subjective, however, and we could be 
badly off the mark – Table Bay may simply win by a few 
lengths. But please reconcile on this fine day with our propen-
sity to look for value.  It presents itself, in the Cape Guineas, 
in the form of Hack Green (20-1) and Craven (10-1), in that 
order.  William Longsword (14-1) could spook them all if he 

beats his draw. - tt. 

Gr1 Grand Parade Cape Guineas betting 
 

 

Here is the latest Cape Guineas Betting: 
 
3-1 Table Bay 
 
4-1 Singapore Slew 
 
5-1 Heavenly Blue, Gold Standard 
 
6-1 Zodiac Ruler 
 
15-2 Africa Rising 
 
10-1 Edict Of Nantes, Craven 
 
14-1 William Longsword, Bishop’s County 
 
20-1 Gunner, Hack Green, I Travel Light 
 
25-1 and upwards others. 

Record year for Goffs 
 
GOFFS achieved a record turnover of over 
€170,000,000 this year in its 150th year. 
Turnover edged past the figure for the first 
time with €120,686,343 of the total gener-
ated by Goffs, representing an 11 per cent 
rise on 2015, whilst Goffs UK enjoyed a 
ten percent rise on last year’s figures,  
contributing £40,807,250 (€49,803,715).  
 
“2016 has been a wonderful year for the 
Goffs Group on so many levels and we are 
proud to have marked this special year 
with record turnover and so many high-
lights,” Goffs Group chief executive Henry 
Beeby said. 

 

Stallion Hurricane Run 
dies at 14 

 
HURRICANE Run, winner of the 2005 
Lucien Barriere Prix de l'Arc de Triomphe 
(Fr-I) and Cartier Horse of the Year, has 
died at the age of 14. 

According to a statement by Germany's 
Ammerland Stud, which bred and stood 
Hurricane Run, the son of Montjeu passed 
away due to complications during a 
planned routine operation the morning of 
December 14.   

https://tellytrack.com/
https://twitter.com/turftalk1
https://twitter.com/turftalk1
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He turned 46 years of age yesterday—with 3000 
career winners and a 7-timer included in his  

impressive CV, and we can probably look for-
ward to at least another 10 years of seeing him in  
action as well as enjoying his off-course antics.   

Happy Birthday, Frankie D! 

2017 L’Ormarins Queen’s 
Plate is a two-day spectacle 

 
THE L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate is now a two-day 
festival affair over the 6th and 7th of January and 
there’s lots to look forward to with the Garden Party 
kicking things off on the first afternoon. 
 
Sticking with the traditional blue and white theme the 
party area will be limited to 500 people and will entail 
an afternoon of bubbles, jazz and a picnic.  
Available from Computicket for R400 entry to the 
Garden Party will automatically include a place in the 
Style Lounge for Saturday’s racing. 
 
The highlight of the first afternoon will be the running 
of the Cartier Sceptre Stakes (Gr 2) with the luxury 
brand confirmed as the race’s sponsor. 
 
“The long standing blue and white theme makes it a 
familiar day and we are fortunate to have a loyal 
guest list who attended when L’Ormarins 
first sponsored in 2005, Katherine Gray, co-ordinator 
for the L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate Festival said of the 
new addition. 
 
“Each year those people have brought friends, and 
the next year their friends, and so it has grown - we 
still see those same people who were on the track in 
2005 which means that we have managed to do 
something right,” said Gray. 
 
Tickets for the L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate are avail-
able through Computicket here http://
bit.ly/2ehQHLR. 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
http://www.tba.co.za/
http://bit.ly/2ehQHLR
http://bit.ly/2ehQHLR

