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Troubled jock Garett Gomez 
found dead in hotel room 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TALENTED but troubled US jockey Garrett  
Gomez, 44, a two-time Eclipse Award winner and 
father of four who rode his last race at Keeneland 
in October 2013, has died. Daughter Shelby  
Gomez confirmed her father's passing. 
 
Circumstances about his passing were unclear. 
According to several sources, Gomez had left his 
Duarte, California, home and was estranged from 
wife Pam, moving back to Tucson, Arizona, where 
he was born on 1 January, 1972. 
 
Ron Anderson, agent to Gomez when he won 
Eclipse Awards as outstanding jockey in 2008 and 
2009 and was the nation's leading money-winner 
for four consecutive years, said he was told  
Gomez was found dead at a casino hotel on Native 
American property in the Tucson area.  
 
Gomez won 13 Breeders’ Cup races in a star-
studded career.  In 2007, he broke Jerry Bailey’s 
record for most stakes victories in a season by 
winning 76 stakes races. 
 
Gomez suffered a lifelong struggle to overcome his  
addiction to alcohol and drugs. - Paulick report, 
Wikipedia. 

WC Equine Trust raises 250k 
 
LAST Saturday’s meeting at Kenilworth provided a 
chance to keep celebrating our thoroughbred  
heroes long after their exploits on the track.  
 
As a result of the efforts of the Western Cape 
Equine Trust the organisation was able to raise in 
excess of R250 000 through a charity auction held 
shortly before the running of the main event, the 
CTS Southern Cross Stakes (Gr 2) as well as from 
the sale of races and tables on the day. 
 
Thanks to the generosity of those in attendance the 
Trust will be able to continue their sterling efforts 
from their base in Philippi in Cape Town 
which focuses on re-schooling thoroughbreds and 
ensuring that they find suitable homes and new 
leases on life should they have a second career in 
one of the other equine disciplines. 
 
Some of the items auctioned off included a game 
drive and picnic at the Arc en Ciel Game Farm, 
Asara wine tastings, cellar tour and two magnums 
of wine as well as jewellery from Diamond Works 
and Susan von Zahn. 
 
“I think we had a very successful day and we’ve 
only received positive feedback,” chairman of the 
Western Cape Equine Trust, Ken Truter said of 
the successful event. 
 
“This is a new record for us as far as a race day is 
concerned. Everyone is over the moon that we 
were able to achieve it. We’re very grateful to all 
the sponsors and everyone who put in bids,” Truter 
said. 
 
“Without this support we wouldn’t be able to do 

what we do as far as our daily operations got and 

they’ve all been marvellous,” Truter added. 

-Racing. It’s A Rush. 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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MIKE de Kock steps out an early runner in 
Race 2 over 1400m on dirt at Meydan in 
Dubai tonight. Dutchman Adrie de Vries 
gets his first ride for the yard. 
 
Mazeed (USA) is a Street Cry colt that 
went to the Fasig Tipton Breeze-Up Sale in 
Kentucky earlier this year and was bought 
privately by Sheikh Mohammed bin Khalifa 
Al Maktoum after passing unsold. He’s a 
peach of a chestnut from a young Gone 
West mare who has already produced a 
Gr1 winner. 
 
De Kock said: “Mazeed was bought specifi-
cally for racing on dirt. He won his trial in 
Dubai recently, looks a decent sort. We’re 

expecting a good run first time out.” - tt. 

Mazeed (USA), looks a decent sort. 

De Kock starts Dubai campaign 
with early runner on sand 

WE’RE ON TWITTER 
@turftalk1 

Kotzen’s Gold Standard is  
supplemented into Sun Met 

 
GLEN Kotzen-trained Selangor Cup winner Gold Standard 
and Captain’s Flame, winner of the Diana Stakes for Andre 
Nel, have been added to the field for the R5-million Sun Met 
at Kenilworth on Saturday 28 January. 
 
First supplementary entries were taken on Tuesday and 
they join Justin Snaith-trained Woolavington 2000 winner 
Bela-Bela, who had already been supplemented. 
 
All three horses run at Kenilworth this Saturday, Gold Stan-
dard in the Grand Parade Cape Guineas, Captain’s Flame 
in the Grand Foods Jet Master Stakes and Bela-Bela in the 
Table Bay Hotel Conditions Plate. 

Sun Met betting update 
 
BETTING World’s latest betting for the 2017 Sun Met is:  
 
17-10 Marinaresco  
 
9-4  Legal Eagle  
 
12-1 Heavenly Blue  
 
14-1 Bela-Bela 
 
16-1 Master Sabina,  It’s My Turn, The Conglomerate  
 
18-1 French Navy, Whiskey Baron 
 
20-1 Captain America 
 
25-1 and upwards, others.  

https://tellytrack.com/
https://twitter.com/turftalk1
https://twitter.com/turftalk1
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Durbanville track being  
redesigned and flattened 

THE grass racing surface at Durbanville Racecourse 
in Cape Town is being totally refurbished in a major 
project that will bring significant benefits to horses 
and riders. 
 
The project began in November and is expected to 
be completed by the end of March next year. 
 
Stage one of the project involved lifting the existing 
grass and storing and maintaining it in a temporary 
nursery on site. Obviously, being able to reuse the 
existing grass has reduced the cost of the project. 
The earthworks then began with 80% of the topsoil 
removed and stockpiled by the end of November. 
 
The principal aim of the refurbishment is to level the 
corrugations and undulations that have inevitably 
developed in the track down the years. This natural 
subsidence has been exacerbated by previous track 
managers using different top dressings, which has 
caused some parts of the track to subside more than 
others. 
 
Simultaneously the bend from the back straight into 
the home straight has been redesigned and will be 
given a four percent camber with the winning post 
being pulled back slightly to provide a longer pull-up 
area. 
 
“We took input from trainers and jockeys about the 
track and added that to our requirements and ideas 
in planning the project,” said course manager Dean 
Diedericks. “The bend has been redesigned which 
necessitated moving the main straight out. The  
winning post will move back fractionally to allow for a 
longer pull-up area but this will not compromise the 
commentator and camera angles.” 
 
The refurbishment also includes the installation of a 
conventional drainage system and a manual irriga-
tion system. The contractors are working through the 
Festive Season in order to complete the refurbish-
ment on time after which the grass will need time to 
knit before it is racing ready.—TAB News. 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
http://www.tba.co.za/

