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Heavenly Blue: “Draw is a major concern!” 
says Mike de Kock about Guineas runner 

MIKE de Kock, in Cape Town to oversee the prepa-
ration of his Saturday runners at Kenilworth, says 
that the smart grey Heavenly Blue‟s wide draw in 
Saturday‟s Gr1 Grand Parade Cape Guineas at 
Kenilworth is a major concern for the stable. 
 
Heavenly Blue, second in the Gr3 Graham Beck 
Stakes and the Gr2 Dingaans, will have to jump 
from gate 15 (of 16 runners), and De Kock said on 
Wednesday morning: “Statistically we have almost 
no chance of winning the race from that draw. “ 
 
De Kock said that Heavenly Blue had travelled well 
and that his work was very good: “He‟s had a good 
preparation, he is in good nick and his condition 
makes us optimistic, but the draw takes the opti-
mism away.” 
 
Heavenly Blue will be fitted with blinkers for the first 

time and De Kock commented:  “I have a feeling 

that Heavenly Blue needs to mature and that he‟ll 

be a better horse over 2000m. We‟ll be trying blink-

ers to get him to show more enthusiasm early.” - tt 

TABLE Bay has been installed favourite with World 
Sports Betting to give Joey Ramsden his third Grand 
Parade Cape Guineas win in six seasons at Kenil-
worth on Saturday. 
 

Table Bay tops Guineas boards 
 
Anton Marcus‟s mount opened at 7-2 on Monday 
evening and then eased slightly to 4-1. Heavenly 
Blue is second favourite at 6-1 with Zodiac Ruler 
next on 13-2. 
 
Other prices are: 7-1 Singapore Sling; 8-1 Gold 
Standard; 10-1 Africa Rising; 11-1 William 
Longsword; 12-1 Gunner, Edict Of Nantes, Bishop‟s 
Bounty; 16-1 Craven; 18-1 Hack Green; 25-1 A New 
Dawn; 40-1 Elusive Path; 50-1 Elevated, Pacific 
Spirit. 

Widden Stud approaches       
150th anniversary 

 
WIDDEN Stud, the world‟s longest standing continu-
ously family owned thoroughbred stud, will celebrate 
its 150 year anniversary in 2017. Founded in 1867 
by John Thompson, whose family has owned the 
stud for seven generations, Widden has become one 
of the most successful stud farms in the world.  
 
During those 150 years Widden Stud has been home 
to five Golden Slipper (Gr 1, 1200m) winners in Tod-
man (Star Kingdom), Vain (Wilkes), Marscay 
(Biscay), Stratum (Redoute‟s Choice) and Sebring 
(More Than Ready), while the great Kingston Town 
(Bletchingly) was also born and raised at Widden.  
 
“I am proud that Widden remains a leader in provid-
ing the next generation of champion racehorses 
highlighted by Australia‟s latest two Gr1 winners born 
and raised in the „Valley Of Champions‟,”  the Stud‟s 
Antony Thompson said.—ANZ Bloodstock News. 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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Jim Crowley returns to 
race riding after injury 

UK Champion jockey Jim Crowley returns to the sad-
dle on Wednesday with seven rides at Lingfield and 
Kempton. 
 
Crowley has been sidelined by injury since being 
brought down from Electrify in the four-horse pile-up 
at Kempton in late October that led to Freddy Tylicki 
suffering paralysis from the waist down. 
 
He makes his comeback aboard the Jeremy Noseda
-trained Ettu, who appears to hold strong claims in 
the second division of the 32Red Casino EBF 
Maiden Fillies' Stakes at Lingfield. 
 
 
 

He then rides Miss Tiger Lily, Pool House and 
Adalene, before heading to Kempton's twilight fix-
ture for a further three mounts. 
 
"I'm really looking forward to getting back," Crow-
ley told Sky Sports News. 
 
"I thought I'd have a nice, easy day coming back! I 
wasn't expecting so many rides, but I've got to start 
somewhere. 
 
"I was laid up for a few weeks and I took a bit of a 
bashing. I started off riding my children's ponies 
then moved on to the bigger ones. I'm fairly fit and 
and I'm really looking forward to it." 
 
Crowley was last month named as the new first-
choice jockey for leading owner Sheikh Hamdan Al 
Maktoum, but feels he can still be crowned cham-
pion again. 
 
"When I got the call, I was absolutely delighted," he 
added. It's going to be a bit different because I'll be 
riding out for lots of different stables, but hopefully 
I'll get on some really nice horses. 
 
"Willie Carson was champion when he was re-
tained, so it's certainly not impossible. 
 
"I'll do my best to retain it (the championship), but 
riding for Sheikh Hamdan is my priority. 

"Last year I didn't think about the championship 
until after Glorious Goodwood, so it will be much 
the same this year. We'll get Goodwood out of the 
way and see where we are.If we're close enough, 
we'll give it a go." - Racing UK. 

 
 

https://tellytrack.com/
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US jockeys propose 
greater transparency 

 
After listening to the US Thoroughbred Racing Pro-
tective Bureau (TRPB) vice president of wagering 
analysis Curtis Linnell talk about the importance of 
letting investigators know when inside information 
may be involved with a horse, several jockeys ques-
tioned the level of transparency in U.S. racing. 
 
The discussion on transparency followed Linnell's 
presentation this week on wagering and integrity at 
the Jockeys' Guild assembly in Las Vegas. The 
TRPB is a subsidiary of the Thoroughbred Racing 
Associations and operates as the racing industry's 
national investigative agency.  
 
In Linnell's presentation, he defined inside informa-
tion as details known about a race horse being held 
by just a few people for purposes of a betting coup. 
Such information is of renewed concern with the 
launch of exchange wagering in New Jersey, where 
bettors essentially can wager on a horse to lose.  
 
Linnell encouraged riders to report any incidents in 
which they hear of inside information for a possible 
betting coup. 
 
"By keeping integrity in racing, it can help fuel the 
purses that we all rely on," Linnell said in encourag-
ing riders to report such situations. "We all rely on 
wagering integrity for the industry to sustain itself."  
  
After listening to the presentation, several jockeys 
suggested that some current, acceptable practices in 
U.S. racing amount to inside information. 
 
Jockey Robby Albarado noted that when a horse is 
injected or receives throat surgery, it is not reported 
to the public. Retired rider Ramon Dominguez said 
such information is readily available in Hong Kong.  
 
Kent Desormeaux and Dominguez said information 
on timed workouts needs to be improved. Desor-
meaux said every horse should have a chip, similar to 
what they wear in the TRAKUS system, so that it reg-
isters every time they go on the track, especially 
every time they work. Dominguez said reported work-
out times are frequently inaccurate. 
 
Jockeys Guild Manager Terry Meyocks and jockey 
James Graham noted that they've seen trainers in 
pre-race interviews on television say a horse may 
"need a race." Linnell said in such interview situa-
tions, in terms of wagering pool integrity, such com-
ments are not a concern because the trainer is giving 
an honest assessment to a large segment of the pub-
lic as opposed to providing such information to a sin-
gle bettor or two for wagering purposes.  
- Bloodhorse. 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
http://www.tba.co.za/

