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Kiwi breeder's simple approach to success 

PROMINENT New Zealander Lorna Moore's breed-
ing philosophy is simple but effective. 
 
"If I really believe in a mating, I try to send the mare 
at least three times to a stallion," the Matamata 
owner-breeder explained. "You need to get that 
right individual." 
 
Moore, who bred Saturday's Gr.3 Waikato Gold 
Cup winner Lizzie L'Amour and races the mare with 
her husband Gary, also undertakes due diligence 
when it comes to selecting the right mares. 
 
Back in 2005 Moore was looking for mares to send 
to Zabeel.  

"Each week I would study winners from 
around the world and notice that a lot of 
the Group One and Group Two winners 
in Australia were coming from imported 
mares," she said. 
 
"I went through the Tatt's catalogue and thought 
that mare [Sabia] would suit him. She was the only 
one I picked in the catalogue and luckily Ric Wylie 
was over there so I got him to check her out." 
 
Sabia, a daughter of Sadler's Wells and a sister to 
the European Group One winner Saddax, was out 
of the Irish River mare Remote Romance.  
 
Moore sent her to Al Maher but the resulting filly, Al 
Shamekha, did not race and Moore bred from her. 
 
Al Shamekha's first foal was a colt by Zabeel who 
was sold through the Brighthill Farm draft at the 
2014 Select sale for $160,000 to John Foote Blood-
stock. Racing as Al Shameel, he was a winner at 
two and a Listed placegetter. 
 
Sabia's next filly by Zabeel was Zeldara, a two time 
winner described by Moore as "talented." 
 
"But things didn't go her way, she is in foal now to 
Hallowed Crown," she said. 
 
The next foal, a colt named Wilanza, raced twice 
from the Baker/Forsman stable and is now in the 
South Island, Moore said. 
 
"The next one was Lizzie, so we have had to be 
patient," Moore said. "She was not easy to handle, 
a lot of the good mares aren't but we are very lucky 
to have good people. Alan Wright, who is with us 
here, is very patient and so are Murray and Andrew 
and their staff. It has been a real team effort." 
 
A Kiwi who was for a long time based across the 
Tasman with her Australian husband Gary, Moore 
can blame the Aussies for igniting her interest in 

Lorna Moore, effective methods. 
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racing. 

 

"It was way back when they first syndicated horses 

in Australia," she recalled. "My husband bought a 

share and of course the horse was useless. He 

went to the sale when it was sold and came home 

with another one, and that was useless as well." 

 

While most wives would've drawn a definitive line 

under the experience of racehorses, Moore decided 

she couldn't do worse and began studying pedi-

grees.  

"I thought, 'you've had your go, now I'm having a 

go.' I went and bought a Showdown mare from 

Stockwell Stud in Victoria," she said. "Her first foal 

was city class and I thought, 'how good is this' and 

went and bought another mare." 

 

Although she delivers that final comment with a self

-deprecating laugh, Moore really had hit the jack-

pot. That second mare, another by the champion 

sire Showdown, was Show Games and a sister to 

the Golden Slipper winning Toy Show. 

 

Show Games left the champion staying mare 

Bazelle (by Zabeel), who ensured the Moore's pink 

and blue colours became a familiar sight greeting 

the judge. The mare's seven wins included Group 

One successes in the Zabeel Classic and the Auck-

land Cup. 

 

"And we've waited another 10 years for this one," 

Moore said, reflecting on Lizzie L'Amour's Group 

Three success at the weekend. "We've been fortu-

nate." 

 

 

 

A lot of that "fortune" comes back to Zabeel and 
Moore's decision to buy a share in the stallion rela-
tively early in his career. 
 
"When I bought Show Games she was in foal to Za-
beel and I sold that foal. Everybody who was any-
body was buying Zabeels and I thought, 'well, 
they're all good judges I should try and buy a share.' 
There weren't many on the market but when one 
came up I was on the phone from Australia thinking 
it would probably make about $40,000," she re-
called. 
 
Much to her shock the opening bid was $40,000 
and, with the next bid $45,000 Moore was asked 
what she wanted to do. "Then the phone cut out," 
she said. 
 

When communication was restored, 
Moore found she was the proud owner 
of a share in Zabeel having paid $50,000. 
"It was the best thing I ever did!" 

 
Moore now keeps the eight or so mares she breeds 
from at Zabeel Park, the property she and her hus-
band named in honour of the great stallion. 
 
Come the yearling sales, the Moores be repre-
sented by a colt by Shamexpress from the Sadler's 
Wells mare Comic Song and a Makfi colt from an-
other imported mare Perfect Paradise.  
 
Both will be part of the Brighthill Farm Select sale 
draft, while among the stud's Festival draft the 
Moores have a Zed colt out of Lizzie L'Amour's half-
sister Al Shamekha. – First published by  
New Zealand Racing News , used by permission. 
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JOCKEY Bernard Fayd’Herbe will fly in from Dubai to 
ride Brett Crawford’s three-year-old, Craven, in Satur-
day’s Gr1 Grand Parade Cape Guineas at Kenil-
worth. 
 
Three years ago Crawford and Fayd’Herbe won this 
classic Elusive Gold for a client of Hong Kong-based 
trainer Tony Millard and they will be bidding to stage 
a repeat with Craven. 
 
The son of Dynasty, who carries the colours of YH 
Yue (known in Hong Kong simply as Mr Yue), has 
started at a short price in all his four starts. Millard 
and the owner have been intent on having a top 
jockey throughout, with Andrew Fortune committing 
himself for all the horse’s races this season. 
 
Fortune’s injury changed that, so Anthony Delpech 
was booked for the Guineas – only to break his col-
larbone. Fayd’Herbe, next in line, will jet for the en-
gagement. 
 
Crawford also runs Selangor runner-up Edict Of 
Nantes, who will be ridden by stable jockey Corne 
Orffer. 
 
A New Dawn, who made the running in the Selangor, 
has the same job, only faster, for probable favourite 
Table Bay, hence the decision to supplement him. 
“We want a very strong pace so that Table Bay can 
sit further back,” said Mayfair Speculators’ racing 
manager Derek Brugman. 
 
Glen Kotzen is bullish about the chance of Selangor 
winner Gold Standard, saying: “He is doing great and 
absolutely flying. He has cracked at decent draw (No 
7) and we are very excited. Look at the time of the 
Selangor (less than a second outside Legislate’s 
course record). It was a proper-run race.” 
 
A notable absentee is Our Mate Art, who now has the 
Investec Cape Derby as his target. 
 
“He got a very hard knock when he was cut into in the 
Selangor. We had him x-rayed and found he had 
chipped a piece of splint bone,” said trainer Candice 
Bass-Robinson. “He is on antibiotics at the moment 
but he is in light work.” - TAB News. 

Bernard gets a Guineas ride 
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TAB customers can bet virtually round the clock from 
today. 
 
TAB, in conjunction with tabGOLD and Tellytrack, 
will offer live racing accompanied by live TV cover-
age from 4am every morning until 12.30am the fol-
lowing morning. 
 
Australian racing will start the day at 4am followed by 
the normal mix of local and international racing with 
races from the USA filling the late-night slots. 
 
“Obviously the 4am to 12.30am schedule is depend-
ent on the availability of suitably international product 
and inevitably there will be days when there is simply 
insufficient product to fill the schedule,” said Phume-
lela Betting Executive Vee Moodley. 
 
TAB is looking to expand the live racing timeframe 
from 4am to 2am the following day, but is still in the 
process of sourcing suitable international product in 
order to provide betting opportunities 22 hours daily. 
 
TAB will only operate commingled tote pools from 
10pm to 10am in order to ensure customers are bet-
ting into pools with critical mass. In addition to the 
live racing picture, Tellytrack will provide when avail-
able advice and tips from form experts in the relevant 
countries, as well as race predictors. 
 
From 10am to 10pm TAB will continue to operate a 
combination of local and commingled pools. 
 
Fields and tips for all race meetings on which TAB 
operates betting pools will be available on 
www.tabonline.co.za and Gold Circle’s 
www.tabgold.co.za websites. 
 
“It’s an exciting step forward and the aim is to try and 
provide customers with betting opportunities and 
related live TV coverage whenever they may feel like 

betting,” said Tellytrack CEO Rob Scott. - tt. 

Around-the-clock betting 

Tellytrack’s Rob Scott. 

UK trainer Jim Best has been found guilty for a 
second time of ordering jockey Paul John to stop 
two of his horses. He has been handed a six-
month ban from training. 
 
The Monday ruling came only eight months after 
Best had been given a four-year disqualification for 
the same offence. That punishment had to be re-
scinded owing to the BHA's botching the case. 
 
Best commented  on Monday night: "I have been 
found guilty, but I maintain I am not guilty of the 
charges against me, as I always have done, and I 
will be seriously considering an appeal against the 
ban." 
 
He added: "The BHA's only witness, [rider] Paul 
John, has been found to be untruthful and unreli-
able by the panel. They also found there had been 
a deal struck between the BHA and the jockey. 

“Yet I have been found guilty – it just does not add 
up. An appeal will be under serious consideration." 
An independent BHA disciplinary panel conducting 
the rehearing of an inquiry first held in April said 
the Lewes trainer was guilty of offences that "strike 
at the heart of racing". 

 
Panel chairman Sir William Gage said the races in 
which the Best horses Echo Brava and Missile 
Man did not run on their merits were serious 
breaches in which Best was guilty of "suborning" a 
young conditional jockey. 
 
Gage said the penalty from the first inquiry was 
"too substantial". "We think in the circumstances, 
having heard all that has been said, we have 
reached the conclusion that the proper penalty is 
that Mr Best's licence should be suspended for a 
period of six months from today and that there 
should be no financial penalty." - Racing Post. 

UK trainer Jim Best banned for 
“pulling up” two runners 

Trainer Jim Best. 
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