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ADVERTISE WITH TURF TALK:  

Read by Industry Leaders 
Phone Jo on 083 399 6353 

Araqana Breeding Stock Sale 
 
THE four day Arqana December Breeding Stock 
Sale concluded on Tuesday with total turnover of 
€23,156,500 for the sale, down just over 10 per 
cent, while the average was almost comparable to 
that of 12 months ago at €37,169. The median was 
down by 15.79 per cent from €19,000 to €16,000. 
The clearance rate also showed a slight decrease at 
75 per cent.  - arqana.com 

CHAMPION apprentice Callan Murray leaves for 
Melbourne, Australia, today, for a seven-week riding 
stint with leading trainer David Hayes. 
 
“I’m very excited. I have only ridden in South Africa 
and Zimbabwe so the whole experience will be 
amazing. 
 
“Mr Hayes is based at a training centre few hours 
outside of  Melbourne, but he also has stables at the 
Flemington Racecourse in the city where I will be 
doing  most of my work riding,” Murray told Turf 
Talk. 

Murray departs for Australia 

“Obviously, I will looking for more riding  
experience and some international exposure,” 
said Murray. “I intend to learn as much as  
possible, so I can use new skills to my  

advantage,” Murray said. -tt 

Callan Murray, Oz-bound. 

Highland Reel could crown 
Ballydoyle’s great season 

 
IF Ireland’s champion trainer Aidan O’Brien needs 
any reminder of the scarcely credible season he 
has enjoyed in 2016, then Monday’s Horse Racing 
Ireland celebration of the Irish Flat season may 
have provided him with just that - an opportunity to 
reflect on exactly what the Ballydoyle team have 
achieved in a year in which he has left other  
trainers toiling in his slipstream.  
 
His outstanding run of success may not be over 
yet. The HK$83 million LONGINES Hong Kong  
International Races offers the stable further oppor-
tunities to add to its remarkable season, when 
Highland Reel defends his crown in the HK$16.5 
million G1 LONGINES Hong Kong Vase (2400m), 
and Cougar Mountain contests the HK$23 million 
G1 LONGINES Hong Kong Mile.  
 
Looking ahead to the HKIR on Sunday, O’Brien 
said of the LONGINES Hong Kong Vase favourite: 
“Highland Reel is a very good colt, we know that. 
He has tactical speed, he stays, and has everything 
you could want really. He’s been a good traveller 
from early on in his career, he relaxes, he’s  
adaptable, he doesn’t overthink situations. - HKJC. 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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Time off for injured jocks 
Delpech, Kennedy 

 
LEADING jockey Anthony Delpech, who broke his 
collarbone in a fall at Turffontein on Tuesday night, 
will be out of action for at least six weeks. 
 
Delpech was dislodged from his mount, Payne’s 
Grey, contesting the second race at the city track, 
and had to be attended to by on-course medical 
staff. After specialist consultation back in Durban 
on Wednesday, it was confirmed that Delpech had 
a fractured collarbone that will require surgery. 

 “I’ll have to have a plate put in because I’ve  
broken the same clavicle before, so they need to 
make it stronger,” said Delpech, who is lying third 
on the National Log and is the retained jockey for 
leading owner Mary Slack. Surgery is scheduled 
for today. 
 
Meanwhile Warren Kennedy, injured in a fall at 
Greyville last Friday, is on the road to recovery. He 
commented on Facebook: “There are no breaks 
but I have blood and bruising on the brain so  
unfortunately I will be out of action for a while.  
Hope to be back in the saddle sooner rather than 

later. I’m out of hospital.” - tt. 

Anthony Delpech, surgery on Thursday. 

ITBF Congress, Cape Town 
 
THE International Thoroughbred Breeders Federation 
(ITBF) will be staging its 2017 Congress between  
6-12 January 2017 in Cape Town. 
 
The ITBF is the representative body for thoroughbred 
breeders worldwide and provides a platform for mem-
ber countries to reflect, solve problems, educate and 
create opportunities for mutual collaboration and as-
sistance. The ITBF acts as a liaison body with racing 
and allied institutions and authorities, so that the  
International Thoroughbred Breeding Industry is  
represented and given space on worldwide forums. 
 
The Congress consists of a combination of meetings, 
formal presentations, visits to stud farms and  
opportunities for interaction combined with the glam-
orous L’Ormarins Queens Plate. 
 
Interested parties can register here. 

 

Smart three-year-old William Longsword, a fluent 
Handicap winner at Kenilworth on Tuesday, has been 

supplemented into the Gr1 Cape Guineas by his 
trainer, Vaughan Marshall. Read story on  

Turf Talk website. 

https://tellytrack.com/
https://www.regonline.co.uk/builder/site/?eventid=1856075
http://www.turftalk.co.za/william-longsword-supplemented-into-cape-guineas/
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FORMER New South Wales Premier Barry O'Farrell 
has been announced as Racing Australia's new 
chief executive. O'Farrell will take over from Peter 
McGauran, a former minister in the Howard  
government, who is leaving after almost five years 
at the helm of racing. O'Farrell led the NSW Liberal 
Party for seven years, serving as premier from 2011 
to 2014.  
 
In late 2015, O'Farrell conducted a review into illegal 
offshore wagering with the federal government April 
accepting 18 of his 19 recommendations to protect 
Australian consumers. O'Farrell spent 20 years in 
state parliament and has served on the board of the 
Australia-India Council since his resignation from 
politics. He starts the new role in late January 2017. 
- ANZ Bloodstock News. 

Barry O’Farrell, Racing Australia 

Politician O’Farrell to crack 
the whip for Racing Australia 

Urine sample switch  
investigated 

THE British Horseracing Authority are to investigate 
jockeys Graham Gibbons and Callum  
Shepherd allegedly switching urine samples at 
Kempton on Wednesday. 

Stewards at the track held an enquiry following the 
fourth race on the card, a mile maiden, after a report 
from the Clerk of the Scales that Gibbons had  
substituted the urine sample that he was required to 
produce with that of Shepherd, a 19-year-old  
apprentice. 

The stewards heard evidence from the Sampling 
Officer, a valet, Gibbons, Shepherd and Paul  
Struthers, the Chief Executive of the PJA, who  
accompanied Shepherd. They forwarded a report to 
the Head Office of the British Horseracing Authority 
for further consideration. Button Up, trained by Sir 
Michael Stoute, finished sixth under Gibbons at  
11-1. Shepherd did not ride in the race, which was 
won by Intermodal. - Racing UK. 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/

