
1 

 

NEWSLETTER, WEDNESDAY, 7 DECEMBER 2016 

ADVERTISE WITH TURF TALK:  
Read by Industry Leaders 

Phone Jo on 083 399 6353; or Justine on 084 922 2241  

HONG Kong’s racing scribes are leaning towards 
American-based jockey Florent Geroux to win a 
wide open Longines International Jockeys’  
Championship title at Happy Valley this evening. 
 
Geroux gets his first look at the track on  
Wednesday night (Wednesday afternoon SA time) 
but the form experts reckon he has the rides to 
overcome that disadvantage, which is said not to 
be as insurmountable as it might seem, as last 
year’s IJC winner Gavin Lerena proved at his first 
appearance around the city track. 
 
Geroux has the two other vital ingredients for  
victory – some decent rides and suitable draws.  
History shows that the winner probably needs two 
victories to take the IJC title and Geroux has some 
winning hopes though it won’t come easy. 
 
The opening leg from a wide draw might prove  
beyond Secret Agent, and if this was just any  
normal Happy Valley midweek card, Pat Smullen’s 
ride, Powermax, would have been one of the 
night’s better bets after his excellent third behind D 
B Pin in a high-rating race on debut at this track. 
 
Ryan Moore’s best chance comes on the Tony 
Millard-trained Giant Turtle in the second leg. His 
two runs for the new yard have advertised his  
prospects of a breakthrough win, but Geroux is one 
of a number of riders with prospects of points on 
honest front-runner Sparkling Sword in a race with-
out much pace.  Sparkling Sword will give his all up 
the front end as usual and it will be no surprise if he 
is in the finish. 
 
Geroux’s best chance comes up with improved 
John Size-trained four-year-old Works Of Art in the 

third leg. The gelding has stepped up a notch with 
every race start and typical of Size’s horses, he 
shapes to continue that progression. 
 
Then the American representative gets another 
winning chance in a very open final leg of with  
Valley specialist Royal Partner.  

This is another competitive contest and a great  
finale for the series with probably seven or eight 
possible winners, but with a low draw and light 
weight, Royal Partner has the right current form to 
prove a frontline chance. 
 
Gavin Lerena’s best mount could be the David  
Ferraris-trained Nitro Express in Race 8, off at 
16:10. Lerena said yesterday: ―I really don’t know 
much about my rides but it was the same last year 
when I won, so I’m going in positive.‖ 
 

The first leg is off at 14:10 (SA Time). - tt. 

US-based Florent Geroux is the scribes’ favourite 
to take International Jockeys Challenge 

Florent Geroux, Challenge favourite. 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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How would you price up this all-or-nothing 
2016/17 jockeys’ title race? 

IF you were a bookmaker, how would you price up 
the 2016/17 South African Jockeys’  
Championship? 
 
This season’s tussle at the top of the log is  
shaping as the most interesting in years. After a 
quarter of the term, any of the Top 15 is in with a 
chance of claiming the title. 
 
Hardworking Greg Cheyne took a surprise lead 
after his winner at Kenilworth yesterday – he 
heads the strong pack on 61 winners, one ahead 
of Andrew Fortune, who gave up a good lead 
through injury but is back in the saddle and riding 
well. 
 
Up there in third is the evergreen Anthony 
Delpech on 59 winners, with the much improved 
Craig Zackey on 52 and a small gap of five  
winners to fifth-placed Gavin Lerena, who made 
up much ground in the last two months and is a  
serious challenger to reclaim his title if he stays in 
the country long enough. 
 
Richard Fourie, who rode his 1000

th
 winner  

yesterday, leads the 50s bunch ahead of Muzi 
Yeni (48), Anton Marcus (45) and JP van der 
Merwe (41), with Randall Simons completing the 
current Top 10 on 41 winners. 
 
Former champion Piere Strydom and reigning 
champ S’Manga Khumalo, both sidelined recently 
by injury or suspension, are in the Top 15 with 31 
wins apiece, but both are capable of extended 
winning streaks and are not out of it just yet.  Nor, 
for that matter, is young apprentice Lyle Hewitson 
(36 winners), who is riding with increasing  

confidence. - tt. 

 Top 10 at 6 December 2016 
 

  Greg Cheyne (61) 
       Andrew  Fortune (60) 

         Anthony  Delpech (59) 
   Craig Zackey (57) 
   Gavin Lerena (52) 

      Richard Fourie (50) 
Muzi Yeni (48) 

     Anton Marcus (45) 
            JP van der Merwe (41) 

        Randall Simons (40) 

 
 

“Happy Birthday Yeni!” tweeted S’Manga  
Khumalo in celebration of Muzi Yeni’s 30th 

birthday yesterday. Here’s Muzi signing 
S’Manga’s SA silks at the recent  International 

Challenge at Turffontein. 

https://tellytrack.com/
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Lymphoma SA gets 140k 
after horse auction 

 
THERE was another big winner on Cape Fillies 
Guineas Day last Saturday with Lymphoma SA,  
under the Campaigning For Cancer umbrella,  
benefitting to the tune of R140 000 as a result of the 
auction of a filly named Second Chance. 
 
Kindly donated by John Koster at Klawervlei Stud the 
Twice Over filly will now head to the yard of trainer 
Glen Kotzen after he kindly offered to sponsor her 
training career. And this filly will hopefully provide the 
Flaming Flamingo Syndicate with plenty more win-
ning moments. 
 
The group was the buyer when Zubbadubbadoo was 
offered and they got lots of enjoyment from the horse 
with five visits to the winner’s box and the auction 
was the culmination of fantastic afternoon for those 
involved in the Ladies Day festivities. 
 
―The event was a great success.  I received positive 
feedback from my guests and those people I was 
spoke to during the course of the event,‖ Mel Teixera 
from Lymphoma SA said of the event. 
 
The guests were a lot closer to the action this year 
with a marquee erected next to the track and it 
proved to be a huge hit. 
 
―It was a great idea to have the marquee placed 
where it was all happening.  Guests who attended 
horse racing for the first time were excited about be-
ing right in the mix of things. Ladies loved the fashion 
show and the generosity of sponsors on the day was 
overwhelmed. 
 
―We are extremely grateful for the funds raised as 
this will enable us to actively start our campaign in 
raising awareness and education about  
Lymphoma. Providing support to those diagnosed 
with Lymphoma and those affected by the diagno-
sis,‖ Teixera said.—Racing. It’s A Rush. 

Big in Japan 
 

THE latest, legal 
craze on Japanese 

racetracks are  
custom-designed 

Christmas blinkers 
complete with 
Santa’s hat as  

earmuffs. Happy 
Happy, the more 
inventive racing 
gets, the more  

people will come to 

the track! 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
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American Anthem gives 
Twice Over a boost 

 
KLAWERVLEI Stud’s well performed sire Twice 
Over gained yet another boost to his stellar female 
line this weekend when the Bob Baffert trained 
American Anthem made a winning debut for owners 
China Horse Club and WinStar Farm last Saturday. 
 
A son of first crop sire Bodemeister, American  
Anthem started a red-hot 9-5 favourite for a maiden 
over 1200m at Del Mar and duly lived up to his  
billing! 
 
The bay chased the early leaders from his outside 
draw through an opening quarter in :21.96. Little 
Juanito kicked for home with a good advantage and 
appeared to be on his way to victory, but American 
Anthem kept on coming in the stretch to score by a 
head. It was another three and a quarter lengths 
back to third place So Conflated. 
 
The two-year-old American Anthem is out of the A P 
Indy mare Indy’s Windy –a half sister to ill-fated US 
champion filly Banshee Breeze.  
 
The latter won 10 of just 18 outings and earned over 
$2.7 million in stakes. Named the US Champion 
3YO Filly of 1998, Banshee Breeze won four G1 
races and was twice runner up in the G1 Breeders’ 
Cup Distaff. 
 

Banshee Breeze’s third dam Lost Virtue 
is also the third dam of former European 
Champion, and four time G1 winner 
Twice Over, whose first crop race this 
season. 
 
Twice Over, who had a colt from his first crop fetch 
R500 000 at the recent CTS Johannesburg Ready 
To Run Sale, has eight high quality lots on offer at 
January’s Cape Premier Yearling Sale. 
 
His draft includes: 
 
Lot 5 – a filly whose dam is a three parts sister to 
European classic winners Dupont and Pacino 
Lot 6 – a half sister to five time stakes winner Cap-
tain’s Daughter 
Lot 8 – a colt from the same family as current top 
class performer Liege 
Lot 13 – a filly out of a three parts sister to champion 
sprinter Cataloochee 
Lot 155 – a colt out of unbeaten champion and G1 

winner Private Reserve. -  tt. 

A criminal gang with possible dissident republican 
links are believed to be behind the theft of one of 
the country’s top greyhounds. 
 
Gardaí (Irish Police) are investigating after Clares 
Rocket, tipped as a favourite for the 2017 English 
Derby, with a prize of upwards €300,000, was stolen 
from Riverside Kennels, owned by respected  
Tipperary trainer Graham Holland, at Athassel Ab-
bey, in Golden. 
 
Gardaí said Clares Rocket, aged 2½ years, was 
stolen between 6pm last Sunday, and 10am, last 
Monday. 
 

Star dog stolen in Tipperary, 
―Shergar‖ style 

 
Industry insiders are questioning reports that the 
dog’s potential stud value was worth an estimated 
€1 million. Retired champion dog owners can 
charge between €800-€1,500 for starter covering 
fees. ―This dog would most likely have started off at 
around €1,000,‖ the source said. 
 
Clares Rocket, like all competition dogs, would have 
been tagged and microchipped, which may help 
determine the dog’s whereabouts. 
 
A Gardaí source said investigating officers were 
following ―several lines of inquiry‖, which included 
one possible theory that dissident republican crimi-
nals may have been involved. ―It can’t be ruled out. 
This is a shakedown; it’s what they do.‖ 
 
It’s unknown if any ransom demand has been made. 
―It’s the Shergar of greyhound racing, that’s what it 
is,‖ said a source. ―They just went in and took him. 
Luckily enough they didn’t meet anyone in the ken-
nels.‖ 
 
Gardaí are conducting house-to-house inquiries in 
Golden.  - Irish Times. 

Clares Rocket (black-and-white hound), pinched 
from his kennel.  

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/

