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NEWSLETTER, THURSDAY, 1 DECEMBER 2016 

ADVERTISE WITH TURF TALK:  
Read by Industry Leaders 

Phone Jo on 083 399 6353; or Justine on 084 922 2241  

In South Africa, great jockeys grow on trees! 

AS a nation, in 2016, South Africa doesn’t have a 
great deal to be proud of. Safe to say our economy 
is in a shambles; corruption, greed and outright 
laziness have infested all spheres of society; our 
rugby industry is at an historic low, our football 
team seems to get progressively worse and we’re 
not producing leading academics or scientists. 
 
We’re fortunate, however, that South Africans can 
play golf, and they can swim very well. Also, we’re 
a blessed and fortunate bunch in that here in the 
land of sunshine, great jockeys seem to grow on 
trees! 
 
Through the decades, our best jockeys have done 
more than enough to be honoured with Sportsman 
Of The Year awards. Dave Mollett reported in The 
Citizen yesterday how persistent crying from  
himself and Etienne Louw got Michael Roberts a 
nomination after he’d won the UK title in 1992, but 
that was it!  “Muis” got into the final six as a favour 
only to Molly and Etienne from some staunch 
rugby journo’s. 
 
If the general public of South Africa had just an 
inkling of how well South African jockeys have  
performed here, and abroad, over the last 30 
years, a number of them would have national 
sports trophies next to the countless racing awards 
in their display cabinets. Racing would reach more 

hearts, deep down, and events like the International 
Jockeys Challenge would grow out of proportion. 
 

As armchair racing fanatics, we really 

have it all here, unlike our counterparts 

in other sports. We should be thanking 

our stars every day for the privilege of 

seeing our supremely talented riders in 

action, all over the world, almost every 

day, and we should keep hoping that 

one day some, even one of them will be 

recognised on a national level for their 

achievements. 

Molly suggested Gavin Lerena for a South African 
award this year – a mercurial rider that combines 
style, aggression and superior judgement like only a 
handful before him. But our other jockeys do so  
consistently well that we’d have to be handing out a 
National Award three or four times a year to be fair 
to all. 
 
Just yesterday Jeff Lloyd, at an age where some of 

us battle to draw enough breath to stuff the next Big 

Mac into our mouths, rode seven winners at one 

meeting in Brisbane.  

The 55-year-old former Saffa landed the competitive 

Queensland Championship last season and is well 

on his way to another title. (...cont p 2) 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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S’Manga Khumalo is a pleasure to watch, he is 
strong, balanced and confident and arguably has his 
best years still ahead of him – he’s risen from nothing 
to the top and will be at or near Number One for a 
long time. 
 
The wonderful veterans, Piere Strydom, Anton  
Marcus, Anthony Delpech and Douglas Whyte have 
ridden with great distinction for the last 30 years;   
Coetzee, Marcus, Shea, Fradd, Fayd’Herbe, Teetan,  
Vorster, Juglall, Fourie and Cheyne have all held their 
own here and overseas in recent times. And there are 
more if you start going through lists of names and  
statistics. 
 
The SA Jockey Academy is like a Human Conveyor 
Belt. It churns out polished jockeys year after year – 
some take a while to reveal themselves with  
experience, others make an immediate impact. The 
Belt rolled off great riders 30, 40 years ago, and it’s 
still doing so now. 
 
There was a day, back in 1988, in the old press box at 
Gosforth Park when an excited then-agent Louis 
Goosen came to introduce a young blonde lad to meet 
the media.  
 

“He’s shy but you can ask him questions, 
just keep it basic for now because I don’t 
want him to be scared off,” said Goosen 
about 20-year-old Piere Strydom, in his 
last year as an apprentice. “He really 
wants to base himself in Port Elizabeth 
but if we can get him some rides here, he 
may stay. He is very good, you will see!” 
 
Last Saturday, in one of the trainers’ suites, young 
Callan Murray and Lyle Hewitson, the latest “super 
appies” on the block, introduced themselves to a  
number of guests. Both were smartly attired after 
races, immaculately mannered and addressed  
everyone as “Sir” and “Ma’am”. 
 
Callan is heading for a stint in Australia next week – 
he will be working for David Hayes in Melbourne and 
will return an even better rider than he already is; 
Hewitson will be staying for now – he is the closest 

we’ve seen to a young Piere Strydom – though 
he is already able to win from anywhere in a field 
– front, midfield or back. He’s tall too, like Piere, 
and odds-on to be SA’s next riding sensation. 

 
Piere, as a youngster, was almost cast out by 
Gauteng trainers because he constantly came 
from stone last and lost a few races as a result – 
often refusing to listen to instructions. Of course, 
the master Strydom taught himself in time to 
place them for wins all over the pitch – today the 
50-year-old has race riding down to a tee,  
especially from the front. He still likes to follow his 
own judgement but 5000-plus winners later,  
trainers have learnt to live with it. 
 
Lester Piggott is quoted as saying, “Good jockeys 
don’t have to listen to orders; bad jockeys listen  
but they mess things up, so don’t give orders!” 
 
A number of our talented, respectful young  

jockeys of today will grow into a generation of 

world-class sportsmen. They won’t listen to in-

structions all the time, but they will lead by exam-

ple to ensure that the uncut diamonds from 

SAJA’s Conveyor Belt are cut and polished as 

they are presented to the racing world.  

We, the racing fans, will continue to delight in 

their exciting feats for many years to come. As 

lovers of racing in South Africa we have  

problems, but we also have a lot to be proud of 

and look forward to. –tt. 

Callan Murray and Lyle Hewitson. 

https://tellytrack.com/
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Sun Met draws 28 first entries 
 
A purse of R5-million is bound to draw the best of the 
best from the woodwork and 28 top class runners 
were nominated at first entry stage for the 2017 Sun 
Met at Kenilworth on 26 January. 
 
Horse Of The Year Legal Eagle, Triple Crown winner 
Abashiri, dual Summer Cup winner Master Sabina, 
Durban July winner The Conglomerate, top filly  Bela 
Bela and rising stars New Predator and Marinaresco 
are all there, plus a few three-year-olds including 
Heavenly Blue, whose trainer Mike de Kock reckons 
the classic crop is above average this season. 
 
Going through the list, in fact, one can already make 
a case for ever runner, even Mauritian Ricky  
Maingard’s optimistic entry Parachute Man! The  
debate over the final field will start today and carry 
on for the next six weeks, it’s cool,  and it’s good for  
racing! There are two supplementary entry stages – 
on 13 December and 9 January.  

Here are the first entries 
 

0 Abashiri  Mike Azzie            117 

0 Al Fahad (AUS) Mike de Kock  94 

0 Baritone  Justin Snaith            105 

0 Bela-Bela  Justin Snaith            107 

0 Black Arthur  Justin Snaith            106 

0 Bold Rex  Mike de Kock           101 

0 Brazuca (AUS) Johan J van Vuuren 111 

0 Cape Speed  Dean Kannemeyer 101 

0 Captain America Brett Crawford 115 

0 Deo Juvente  Geoff Woodruff 106 

0 Dynamic  Justin Snaith              98 

0 French Navy  Sean Tarry            115 

0 Heavenly Blue (AUS) Mike de Kock 100 

0 It’s My Turn  Justin Snaith             105 

0 Legal Eagle  Sean Tarry             120 

0 Mac De Lago (AUS) Weiho Marwing 114 

0 Macduff (AUS) Joey Ramsden   90 

0 Mambo Mime Dean Kannemeyer 103 

0 Marinaresco  C Bass-Robinson 110 

0 Master Sabina Geoff Woodruff 110 

0 Nebula  Brett Crawford 95 

0 New Predator (AUS) Johan J van Vuuren 110 

0 Parachute Man (AUS)Ricky Maingard 99 

0 Rocketball  Gavin van Zyl 101 

0 St Tropez  Joey Ramsden 94 

0 The Conglomerate (AUS)Joey Ramsden 107 

0 Whisky Baron (AUS) Brett Crawford 96 

0 Zodiac Ruler (AUS) Justin Snaith            100 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/

