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De Kock: “Three-year-old crop is above average!” 

Heavenly Blue is a Triple Crown prospect 

TRAINER Mike de Kock’s highly regarded colt 
Heavenly Blue is a likely contender for the Gr1 
Grand Parade Cape Guineas (R1-million) on 17 
December at Kenilworth. De Kock said this morning 
that participation in the prestigious race is being 
“strongly considered” for Heavenly Blue, beaten a 
length into second in Saturday’s Gr2 Dingaans at 
Turffontein by Singapore Sling. 
 
“Heavenly Blue is a Triple Crown contender. We’ll 
probably take him to the Cape Guineas and bring 
him back for the Gauteng legs of the Triple Crown. 
He may have a go at the Gauteng Guineas on top 
of the Cape Guineas, we’ll see. 
 

“I think this year‟s three-year-old crop 
is above average. Just looking at the 
Dingaans, if you take the Graham Beck 
Stakes with its winner Doosra as a 
guidel ine,  Heavenly Blue and  
Saturday‟s winner Singapore Sling im-
proved to the tune of about five lengths. 

“I always look at comparative times on the day, and 
they show that Singapore Sling and Heavenly 
Blue’s times for the mile on Saturday were notably 
faster than the times posted by Smiling Blue Eyes, 
who won a Gr3 race, Intergalactic, who won a Gr2 
race and the good handicapper Front Rank, who 
won a MR95 race. 
 
“That, to my mind, says a lot for the form of the  

Dingaans. And one must also consider that our 

third-placed Bold Rex also finished third in the Gr2 

Victory Moon against older horses, a brilliant run.  

Muzi Yeni may have moved too quickly on Bold 

Rex last Saturday and he was four lengths behind 

the winning pair, but still it illustrates the strength of 

the three-year-olds. The first five past the post in 

The Dingaans should all go on to good things. 

He added, about Heavenly Blue: “He’s become a 
bit of a talking horse, it adds some pressure  
because people forget he is young and  
inexperienced with much improvement to come. 
He’s a good horse, make no mistake, but he needs 
time, he needs a fair chance to fulfil his promise.” 
 
Singapore Sling’s trainer Geoff Woodruff   
confirmed De Kock’s opinion about the strength of 
the classic crop , saying:  “Singapore Sling  
pleasantly surprised us. I was happy with his run in 
the Graham Beck, but he was still very green.  
 
“When I saw him hitting the front on Saturday and 
not stopping I knew we had a top quality horse. He 
had been playing the fool with us. He had always 
felt top quality, but we had never seen it. Gavin 
Lerena (who rode fourth placed Doosra) said the 
Dingaans was a very strong field.” 
 
Woodruff also intends running Singapore Slew in 

the Cape Guineas, partly to see whether he will be 

suited to the course and distance ahead of the 

$US500,000 CTS 1600 on Sun Met day. - tt 

Heavenly Blue, needs time. 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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Harzand‟s dam bought 
for Galileo at Tatts 

 
THE second day of the Tattersalls December Mare 
Sale was topped by Hazariya, the dam of Harzand, 
selling for two million guineas. A packed sales ring 
turned out to see Hazariya, in foal to Invincible 
Spirit, knocked down to John Magnier, standing with 
Michael Jooste of South African-based Mayfair 
Speculators, for 2-million guineas. 

Hazariya was herself a good race filly winning the 
Group 3 Athasi Stakes at the Curragh before retiring 
to stud where she has produced five winners,  
including Listed Finale Stakes winner Hazarafa, Gr3 
Silver Flash Stakes winner Harasiya and, of course, 
Harzand, winner of the Investec Derby and Irish 
Derby.  

Magnier commented: "She is lovely. Any mare who 
breeds a Derby winner is special. Dermot Weld 
trains the two-year-old Haripour and he was full of 
praise of him. She is for my parents and Michael 
(Tabor) and Derrick (Smith). She will go to Galileo." 
- The Irish Field. 

Abashiri needs to show old self 

MIKE Azzie’s Abashiri will be having his first run at 
Kenilworth in the Green Point Stakes over 1600m 
and this has to be one of the strongest Grade 2 
races ever assembled.  

Legal Eagle, Marinaresco, Captain America, New 
Predator and Black Arthur are just some of the run-
ners who will oppose last season’s Triple Crown 
winner. 

Azzie said: “I was disappointed with Abashiri’s 
comeback sprint. He showed a lot of pace but  
faded right out. He did have an excuse. He  
returned with a temperature and a swollen leg. 

“He is fine now but that is why I opted for a small 
field where he can’t get into trouble. I would like to 
see him run a reasonable sort of race going into 
Queen’s Plate and the Met. 

“I make Legal Eagle difficult to beat but having said 
that, Marinaresco had a great build-up run. What I 
want from Abashiri now is for him to start showing 
glimpses of his old self, to pull up sound, then I will 
look positively at the other two Gr 1s.”  - Tab News. 

https://tellytrack.com/
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„Mouse‟ Morris plans  
Grand National raid 

 
THE Randox Health Grand National might be five 
months away, but trainer Mouse Morris is already 
plotting a route back to Aintree in the spring. 
 
Morris won the great race last season with Rule The 
World and has earmarked three potential candi-
dates he believes will be suited by the unique de-
mands of the National. 

Rogue Angel will gain first-hand experience of the 
imposing Merseyside birch when he runs in the Bet-
fred Becher Handicap Chase on Saturday. 
 
Thunder And Roses, the 2015 Irish Grand National 
winner, was pulled up in the Becher last year, but 
Morris is keen for him to return to  
 
The County Tipperary handler's other potential Na-
tional hope at this early stage is Dromnea, who fin-
ished down the field in the Topham at Aintree in 
April. - Sporting Life. 

Mouse Morris. 

There can’t be many nicer places to train than 
Milnerton, Western Cape. As far as the view 
goes, anyway, but that makes all the difference, 
doesn’t it? Kerry Jack posted this photo on 
Twitter after a visit to Bass Racing Stables on 

Monday.  - tt 

One of the world’s wonders... 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/

