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California Chrome will debut at 
home track in Pegagus prep 

 
CALIFORNIA Chrome has trained most of his career at Los 
Alamitos Racecourse in Cypress, California. There has been a 
California Chrome Day, and the track has honoured him by 
naming a race the California Chrome Stakes. 
 
But while the 2014 us Horse of the Year has raced at eight 
different racetracks in five different states and overseas in Du-
bai, he has never competed at Los Alamitos itself. 
 

Now, Los Alamitos is working toward giving 
California Chrome a send-off in a $100,000, to-
be-named overnight stakes over 1800m on 17 
December, which would serve as a prep race for 
the final start of his career in the Jan. 28 Pega-
sus World Cup (gr. I) at Gulfstream Park. 
 
"There have been discussions. We're exploring the possibility," 
said Brad McKinzie, vice president and general manager of 
the Los Alamitos' Thoroughbred racing. "The California 
Chrome folks have expressed an interest in having a prep for 
the Pegasus, and to see if we can put it together." 

"It would be a great opportunity for Los 
Alamitos," McKinzie said. "It would put us 
on the map. He's got a huge following 
and it would be great to have his fans get 
a chance to see him run at home."  
 
California Chrome impressed in a blow-
out at the track last week and his exer-
cise rider Dihigi Gladney said: "He's fresh 
right now. When he's galloping during the 
week, he's on it. Working is one thing, 
but his gallops during the week, that's 
when I can really feel what's going on 
with him. I feel every bit of him." 
 
"He's been training so good,," said 
Sherman, who oversaw the work for his 
father, trainer Art Sherman. "He's been 
on fire the last couple of days. He's been 
ready to go." 
 
"The timing would be perfect," said 
Sherman (sr). "I think it would be great 
for the fans and all the people who are 
involved.  
 
California Chrome has also put on weight 
since his second-place run behind Arro-
gate in the Classic. Alan Sherman said 
Saturday that the seven-time grade/
group I winner has gained six pounds 
since the days before the Breeders' Cup. 
 
California Chrome will get two more 
timed works in before his expected run in 
a yet-to-be-named overnight stakes at 
Los Alamitos.  - Bloodhorse and TDN. 

California Chrome, fresh and galloping well. 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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Lady jocks in NSW to be 
granted parental leave 

 
Female jockeys in NSW will receive paid parental leave after the 
state's racing authority moved to plug a legislative loophole. 
 
Under safety regulations, jockeys are not allowed ride after their first 
trimester making them ineligible for the federal government's paren-
tal leave scheme which requires women to have worked at least 10 
of the preceding 13 months before having a baby. 
 
Racing NSW chief executive Peter V'landys says jockeys will  
receive eight weeks' pay based on their average weekly earnings for 
the previous year. 
 
"This loophole in the legislation is grossly unfair to female jockeys," 
V'landys said. 
 
"Accordingly, we will pay them until the legislation is rectified." 
 
The amount will be capped at how much they would have received 
in total from the government's scheme. 
 
"The Racing NSW scheme will continue as long as it is required," 
V'landys said. – Racenet. 

Trainer-jockey Payne 
makes history again 

 
MELBOURNE Cup winning rider 
Michelle Payne has again broken 
new ground – this time as the first 
person in Victoria to train and ride a 
horse to win. 
 
Payne on Sunday partnered Duke 
Of Nottingham to win a Maiden 
Plate over 1200 to establish the new 
record just a few months after gain-
ing a dual licence to train and ride in 
Victoria. 
 
Payne, who last year became the 
first woman to ride a Melbourne Cup 
winner, purchased Duke Of Notting-
ham as an unraced four-year-old at 
an Inglis mixed sale earlier this year 
for about $10,000 with the gelding 
raced by a number of Payne’s for-
mer school friends. 
 
Fellow dual licence holder Jade 
Darose trained her first winner at 
Ballarat earlier this month, but that 
day she took advantage of the ap-
prentice claim of Kassie Furness to 
partner her horse Parwan Prince to 
victory. 
 
Payne is awaiting a decision by au-

thorities in Queensland this week as 

to whether she will be able to ride in 

that state in the upcoming Magic 

Millions races given her dual licence 

status. Payne has already been re-

fused the right to ride her own horse 

in NSW. -  Racing,.com 

https://tellytrack.com/
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Stallion Tapit breaks single 

season earnings record 

GAINESWAY Farm’s champion sire Tapit, sire of 

Klawervlei’s exciting new stallion Coup De Grace, 

broke the North America’s single season progeny 

earnings record this weekend.  

This milestone occurred when the Tapit son Divining 

Rod earned $100 000 (when second in the G1 Cigar 

Mile) to push his sire’s total stakes earned during 

2016 to $18 471 097 –and break the 2015 earnings 

record of $$18,397,691. 

Remarkably, it was a third year in a row that Tapit, on 

course to head the US General Sires List for a third 

year running, has achieved this feat. 

Tapit runners this season (which in-

clude Saturday’s G2 Seabiscuit Handicap hero Ring 

Weekend) include no fewer than 20 individual stakes 

winners, who have won more than 30 black type 

races during 2016. 

His top runners include the classic G1 Belmont 

Stakes winner Creator (the second son of Tapit to 

land the Belmont), G1 Spinaway Stakes dead-

heaters Sweet Loretta and Pretty City Dancer, turf 

star Time And Motion (winner of the G1 QE II Cup at 

Keeneland), and the magnificent Frosted.  

The latter, now retired to Jonabell Farm, won this 

year’s G1 Metropolitan Handicap by a whopping 

14.25 lengths and retires to stud having earned more 

than $3.9 million in stakes. 

Tapit is the most expensive sire currently at stud in 

North America, and will once again stand for  

$300 000 in 2017. 

Coup De Grace is the only son of this living legend 

currently at stud in South Africa and he is a tremen-

dously exciting prospect.  

A lightning fast horse, who won both the G2 Amster-

dam and G3 Bay Shore Stakes, Coup De Grace (who 

also hails from the same family as 2016 Queen’s 

Plate winner Sir Dudley Digges) is a half brother to 

2016 G1 winning 2yo filly Dancing Rags, who won 

this year’s G1 Alcibiades Stakes. 

For info on Coup De Grace, click on the banner, right. 

http://twitter.com/turftalk1
http://twitter.com/turftalk1
http://klawervlei.co.za/stallion/coup-de-grace
http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tba.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
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Quick Brown Fox backed 
ahead of Fillies Guineas 

 
BRETT Crawford’s filly Quick Brown Fox, the big 
unknown quantity in the Gr1 World Sports Betting 
Fillies Guineas at Kenilworth on Saturday, has 
been latched on to by punters.  
 
The race sponsors opened her at 8-1 but sus-
tained support for her over the past two days has 
seen her price cut to 6-1. 
 
The Australian-bred has won both her starts – a 
1 200m maiden for which she was heavily backed 
and when she made smooth progress from some 
way off the pace to lead over 50m out and win 
comfortably, and an FM 76 handicap over the 
same distance when she led over 100m out and 
drew away to win every bit as easily. 

Crawford, who won the 2005 Cape Fillies Guineas 
with Bad Girl Runs, added: “We were always hop-
ing with her and it was a good start when she won 
on debut, even more so when she won again. If 
she hadn’t won that day I wouldn’t have run her on 
Saturday but from a one draw we are taking our 
chance. She has a lot of speed in her pedigree but 
I think she will like the extra distance.” 
 
Greg Cheyne, retained by owners Ridgemont 
Stud, added:  “She had always shown us a lot and 
we were very impressed with her maiden win. After 
that race that Brett told me we would have a go at 
the Fillies Guineas if she won the next time. She 
has an incredible stride and that is her biggest at-
tribute. She does it all so effortlessly and she can 
really quicken. I am happy with the extra distance 
– she is not a speed merchant and she is so 
switched off – but she is still an unknown quantity. 
- Tab News. 

Greg Cheyne, likes his filly. 

CFG: Ante-post market 
 
THE sponsors have started betting on the World 
Sports Betting Fillies Guineas and make the Mike 
Azzie-trained Thekwini Stakes winner Querari  
Falcon favourite at 7-2. 
 
As reported elsewhere on this page, Quick Brown 
Fox has been backed in to 6-1. Sean Tarry’s recent 
Lanzerac Ready To Run winner, Safe Harbour, is 
easy to back at 10s. 
 
Full betting: 
 
7-2 Querari Falcon 
4-1 She’s A Giver 
11-2 Sail 
6-1 Quick Brown Fox 
10-1 Safe Harbour 
11-1 Maleficient 
12-1 Dawn Calling 
14-1 Final Judgement, Just Sensual 
16-1 Captain Gambler 
20-1 Red Light Girl, Whose That Girl, Smokey Affair 
25-1 Lady Of The House 
33-1 Visuality 

WE haven’t published “Finchwatch” for a while, but we 
bumped into Turf Talk’s favourite racing journeyman 
Brian Finch at Turffontein on Saturday and he  
promised to send us news from Newmarket, UK—the 
destination of his latest journey, this week. Here’s 
Brian (right) at last Saturday’s Summer Cup meeting 

with Chris Van Niekerk and S’Manga Khumalo. - tt 


