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NEWSLETTER, TUESDAY, 22 NOVEMBER 2016 

ADVERTISE WITH TURF TALK:  
Read by Industry Leaders 

Phone Jo on 083 399 6353; or Justine on 084 922 2241  

Sansui Summer Cup betting reflects 
open nature of the 2016 contest 

BETTING World have four runners, Liege, Master Sabina,  
Samurai Blade and Deo Juvente, on the top of their boards for 
Saturday’s Gr1 Sansui Summer Cup over 2000m at Turffontein. 
 
The ante-post call reflects that this is one of the most open  
Summer Cups in recent years – 11-2 is on offer about the top 
four, with 10-1 bar that for Master Switch and Saratoga Dancer. 

 
 
Champion trainer Sean Tarry is expecting good runs from both 
his charges Liege (S’Manga Khumalo) and Samurai Blade (Muzi 
Yeni), with not a lot to choose between the pair and both report-
edly in fighting shape. 

 
Trainer Duncan Howells said his Cup pair, Saratoga 
Dancer and Ten Gun Salute, had put in good gallops 
over 1800m at Turffontein last Thursday and they were 
both “fit, sound and very well in themselves”. 
 
Saratoga Dancer was well drawn in the Charity Mile, but now 
has a tricky draw of 13 in Saturday’s 20 horse field. Howells told 
Gold Circle’s Michael Clower that how the draw was managed 
would all depend on the pace. A fast-paced race would play into 
Saratoga Dancer’s hands, whereas a slow pace would make it 
tough.  

Ten Gun Salute (Grant van Niekerk), an 
Australian-bred four-year-old colt by 
Henrythenavigator, was described by 
Howells as one with a lot of ability but 
“things have to go right for him.” The 
trainer said:  “He is distance suited and 
pretty well handicapped. The draw 
(nine) is just about right for him.” 
 
Trainer Joe Soma believes his charge 

Mogok Master is the “liveliest outsider in 

the field”. There is 25-1 available about 

the Mogok gelding. Soma, who won the 

race in 2012 with 16-1 outsider Wagner, 

reckons Joey Ramsden’s St Tropez   

(14-1) is the horse to beat. -  tt. 

Betting World’s betting: 

 

11-2 Liege, Master Sabina, Samurai 

Blade, Deo Juvente 

10-1 Master Switch, Saratoga Dancer 

14-1 Mac De Lago, St Tropez 

15-1 Ten Gun Salute, The Conglomerate 

16-1 Juxtapose, Punta Arenas, Judicial 

25-1 Irish Pride, Mogok Master 

33-1 No Worries, Master  ’N Commander 

35-1 Romany Prince 

40-1 Stonehenge, 50-1 Bankable Teddy. 

Saratoga Dancer, needs a fast pace. 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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UK jockey Chris Meehan has suffered a fateful 
2016, and his bad luck is not stopping! 
 
Back in July, Meehan was kicked in the face by 
his horse in a race in Merano, Italy – and then run 
over by the racecourse ambulance when he was 
lying on the turf choking on his own blood. 
 
He was left with a broken nose and a huge gash 
on his jaw that needed 27 stitches, and of course 
a broken leg courtesy of the ambulance that  
arrived to help him. 
 
Latest news is that Meehan has hurt himself once 
more. A misstep on a trampoline being used as 
part of his training regime has seen Meehan break 
his leg again, with surgery now being required. 
 
He said: "I was just doing a bit of circuit fitness 
work and landed on the wrong leg and it snapped 
in exactly the same place as before. 
 
"I'm going on Thursday morning to have X-rays. 
I'm absolutely gutted - heartbroken, to be fair." 
 
Meehan’s family – his father, brother and aunt – 
are all ambulance drivers. His dad actually 
teaches paramedics how to drive ambulances in 

Northern Ireland and England. - tt 

Meehan’s tough 2016 
MARGARET Ransom, who penned a story for the  
off-shore betting website USRacing.com that  
revealed dire conditions for over three dozen horses 
on a Kentucky farm that ultimately led to charges 
against trainer Maria Borell and her father Chuck 
Borell, has won the Stan Bergstein Writing Award and 
a $25,000 first prize. 

“Margaret exposed a problem and led to action, 
which is what this award is all about, so she deserves 
credit and recognition for her work,” commented 
Barry Irwin, the CEO of Team Valor, who sponsors 
the award. 

As a result of the Ransom story, outside horsemen 
and equine retirement groups came to the aid of the 
horses, while an investigation from the Kentucky De-
partment of Agriculture, led to charges against the 
Borells.  
 
Maria Borell was charged with 43 counts of animal 
cruelty. The horses were seized and volunteers and 
retirement farms stepped up to the plate. -  TDN 

Ransom wins Bergstein Award 
after Animal Cruelty Exposé 

Margaret Ransom with Jeff Lowe (left) and Barry Irwin. 

https://tellytrack.com/
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GET THE NEWS, BEFORE IT’S OLD 
NEWS. FOLLOW US @turftalk1 

Correction: Keeneland Sales 
 
IT was incorrectly reported yesterday that 575 
horses were sold at Keeneland November Breeding 
Stock Sale of 2015, at an aggregate of 
US$218,959,400.  The number of horses sold was in 

fact 2,575. -  tt. 

Frankel colt tops Tatts Sale 

A colt by the Frankel topped the one-day Tattersalls 
December yearling sale on Monday at 250,000 guin-
eas ($327,153) on a day that saw a record average 
and median and robust trade throughout the day. 
 
A total of 142 lots were sold for 
4,377,500gns ($5,728,462), which was a rise of 7% 
on last year's corresponding session, while the aver-
age and median rose 7% and 8%, respectively, to a 
r e c o r d  3 0 , 8 2 7 g n s  ( $ 4 0 , 3 4 0 )  a n d 
21,500gns ($28,135). The clearance was 85%.  
 
The Frankel colt is out of the Anabaa mare Debon-
naire (GB) and a half-brother to the multiple group I 
winner and recent Melbourne Cup and William Hill 
W. S. Cox Plate (both Gr1) placed Hartnell. The colt 
was knocked down to Charlie Gordon-Watson after 
he saw off former champion Australian trainer Peter 
Moody and Oliver St. Lawrence. 
 
"My client wanted to buy two horses today, but I sug-
gested that we target one," Gordon-Watson said. 
"This is a very nice horse out of a very nice mare. 
There is an Arc winner on the page and he out of an 
Anabaa mare, which I particularly like. He is all two-
year-old." 
 
The colt was sold by Highclere Stud, on behalf of 
Greg Goodman's Mt. Brilliant Farm. 
 
"He is a lovely horse," Highclere's Lady Carolyn 
Warren said. "We foaled him at Highclere, he went to 
the U.S. and has done really well."  - Bloodhorse. 

http://twitter.com/turftalk1
http://twitter.com/turftalk1
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tba.co.za/
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