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NEWSLETTER, FRIDAY, 18 NOVEMBER 2016 

ADVERTISE WITH TURF TALK:  
Read by Industry Leaders 

Phone Jo on 083 399 6353; or Justine on 084 922 

Quality Lanzerac Ready To Run no  
Safe Harbour for hot-pot favourites 

Weichong Marwing, off to the Cape for a single ride. 

THE racing media makes Saturday’s R2.5-million 
Lanzerac Ready To Run Stakes over 1400m at 
Kenilworth a two-horse race between Graded win-
ners Always In Charge and Zodiac Ruler, a three-
horse race at best with Africa Rising thrown into the 
mix. 
 
Arguably, however, this is an exceptionally strong 
renewal of the race, its non-black-type status   
actually belying the quality of the field. 
 
Neutral form students will point out several factors 
to consider. Above all, this is a time of year when 
young three-year-olds improve sometimes out of 
bounds; those relatively unexposed at Graded level 
but coming through the ranks fast, are the ones that 
can pop up to upstage the proven “hotties” when 
least expected. 
 
Runners like Sargeant Hardy, Bishop’s County, 
Purple Tractor, Newlands, Lord Balmoral and The 
Great One fall in this category and be warned, any 

of them can win! 
 
The course and distance, and the left-handed bend, 
are unknown to most of the runners – the only ac-
tual winner over the (old) course and distance is 
Vaughan Marshall’s Elusive Path, who is not consid-
ered a danger to stablemate Always In Charge but 
has the c/d advantage all the same. 
 
Something that followers of proven, winner-
producing formlines will point out is the result of the 
Gr2 Joburg Spring Challenge at Turffontein on 8 
October. This race was won by the top class Kanga-
roo Jack with all of Will Pays, New Predator (Gr2 
Charity Mile), Bezanova (Gr2 Victory Moon Handi-
cap) and Master  N Commander, winning within a 
few weeks after the race. 
 

Here’s the thing: Among the also-rans in 
the Spring Challenge were names like 
Champagne Haze, St Tropez, Deo  
Juvente, The Conglomerate and guess 
who... a young filly called Safe Harbour, 
not disgraced against these serious eld-
ers when  thrown in deep by trainer 
Sean Tarry, and beaten only 5.85-
lengths. 
 
Weichong Marwing has been booked to ride Safe 
Harbour in the Lanzerac Ready To Run – a single 
ride on the card for a jockey who only travels to 
other centres when it’s worth his while. She is held 
by stablemate Africa Rising on a subsequent run in 
the R2R Cup, but she was drawn in the bush that 
day and Marwing gets a beautiful No 2 draw this 
time.   
 
And so, in a race that’s not so clear-cut after all, our 
advice is an Eachway bet on No 14, Safe Harbour, 
who races for Chris Van Niekerk and Kuda Insur-

ance boss Wehann Smith. -tt. 
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INTERNATIONAL jockeys Rob Havlin, (left) Aurelian Lemaitre, Haley Turner, Frankie Dettori, Pat Cosgrave and Fergus 
Sweeney enjoyed a marvellous time in Mauritius earlier t\his week, but party time is over for now—they face a  

determined SA side at Fairview today and Turffontein on Sunday. 

Time for action as international jockeys 
descend on Port Elizabeth 

 
As soon as the six visiting riders taking part in the Air Mauritius International Jockeys’ Challenge touched 
down at OR Tambo International Airport on Thursday, one of their first tasks was to locate a newspaper 
and scour the race card.  
 
The reading material would no doubt have come in handy for the short flight to Port Elizabeth where the 
first of two legs kicks off on Friday with Fairview prepared to host what promises to be a thrilling first day of 
a crack team of international riders against a strong South African team. The second leg takes place at 
Turffontein Racecourse on Sunday. 
 
The visitors will be captained by Frankie Dettori, who makes a return for the first time since 2009 and fea-
tures the likes of Hayley Turner, Pat Cosgrave, Rab Havlin, Fergus Sweeney and Aurelien Lemaitre. 
 
“Good to be back. I’ve tried to bring a winning team with me and try to win this year because your boys are 
hard to beat in your own backyard,” Dettori told Racing. It’s A Rush shortly after arriving in South Africa. 
 
One thing that most racegoers are hoping to see at either venue is Dettori’s trademark flying dismount and 
he’s promised to deliver should he manage to get into the winner’s box. 
 
“If I win a race, of course you will. Hopefully we’ll get that straightened out,” Dettori said in (..cont. on p. 4) 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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(...from page 2) 
  
reference to the fact that he’s still to get off the mark in two appearances 
in this competition. He featured in the inaugural event in 2008 and re-
turned the following year. 
 
“I heard I’ve got one favourite on Friday, not sure about Sunday but 
there’s time to get organised, get as much information as we can and get 
ready for the weekend.” 
 
This weekend is also a chance for Turner to return to race-riding and the 
English jockey admitted that the lure of competing in this event was 
enough to draw her back. 
 
“This is my third time now. I loved it last year, it was brilliant. That was my 
last ride before I retired and they asked me to come back this year and 
I couldn’t say no,” Turner said. 
 
“I haven’t been on a winning team either. We are determined to win it this 
year. Apparently I’ve got some good rides. We’ve got a bit of time to do 
our homework and fingers crossed,” Turner, recently awarded an OBE by 
the Queen said before touching on the team format and the difference it 
makes as opposed to the usual status quo where it’s everyone for them-
selves. 
 
“You’re a lot happier when you pull up if you don’t finish anywhere but 
one of your team members win. We all want to win but finishing second 
isn’t too bad if it’s one of your team members getting up ahead of you.” 
 
The South African team will be led by S’manga Khumalo with Muzi Yeni, 
Anthony Delpech, Aldo Domeyer, Grant van Niekerk and the in-form 
Gavin Lerena filling the remaining slots. 
 
The South African team has a proud history in this competition having 
won six of the eight renewals.  

Table Bay vs Al Fahad 

One of this summer’s best duels on the cards 
 

TWO sons of Redoute’s Choice (AUS), will tackle each other in  
Saturday’s Gr2 Selangor Cup over 1600m at Kenilworth in what has be-
come an expected and much-anticipated duel, this despite the smart 
favourite Table Bay being rated 14 points clear on merit of his rival, the 
unbeaten Gauteng raider Al Fahad. 
 
Table Bay’s trainer Joey Ramsden has won four of the last five renewals 
of this pointer to the Gr1 Cape Guineas, and he posted Table Bay’s final 
workout on Twitter on Thursday, indicating that all is perfectly on track 
for another bold showing by Anton Marcus’ mount, who smashed his 
rivals in the recent Cape Classic. 
 
Mike de Kock loves taking his friend Ramsden on in his back yard and 
he has spoken with high regard of Al Fahad all week. “Al Fahad is a top 
horse, we’re looking forward to see how he fares against Table Bay, we 
believe our horse has the ability to make him run.” 
 

A mouthwatering prospect indeed. - tt. 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
https://klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
file:///C:/Users/Charl/Documents/document-instruction
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tba.co.za/
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TRAINER Neil Bruss, who secured third and fourth 
places in the 2009 Dubai World Cup with Paris  
Perfect (50-1) and Muller (66-1), could have a 
horse good enough to compete in the US$10-
million desert showpiece in March 2017. 
 
Bruss, who is halfway through his first year back in 
Saudi Arabia as private trainer to the Saudi Prince, 
spoke this week about a four-year-old named In-

Bruss is planning another 
Dubai World Cup surprise 

centive Boy (ARG), by Boboman (USA) considered 
one that is talented enough to take on the big guns. 
 
He told Sporting Post: “He is an imported horse we 
are pinning our hopes on. He raced in Chile, he’s an 
8 time winner from 11 runs (including four Group 1’s 
and a Group 2) and won the Chilean Triple Crown.  
 
“He is due to have his first start soon in preparation 
for the Gr2 Crown Prince Cup over 2400m in  
December (worth approximately R1 million), after 
which we will aim him for the King Abdulaziz Cup in 
February, which carries a stake equivalent to R2,25 
million. 
  
“Should he crack one of these, we will look at Dubai, 
possibly the World Cup should he get an invite. If 
not the World Cup we will look at a suitable race 
during the Dubai Carnival. He is presently rated 117 
but we have a long way to go yet.” 
 
Bruss trains a string of 50 horses and is assisted by 
journeyman Francois Herholdt, long among South 
Africa’s leading jockeys. He said that the standard of 
the Saudi-bred horses had improved. Their breeding 
programme is reaching fruition due to the importa-
tion of good female lines, which include fillies to race 
as well as broodmares in foal to good stallions.  

RACING is back on the Polytrack at Greyville tonight 
after being abandoned following heavy rain last  
Friday night. 
 
Gold Circle’s Racing Executive Graeme Hawkins has 
responded to queries about the track and its suitabil-
ity for racing after rain. 
 
Hawkins, speaking on Winning Ways, explained: 

“The Polytrack itself is fantastic, but we ran into a 

problem with the pull-up area, which is situated in the 

area of the old Gate 15. “Punters who haven’t been 

to Greyville in a while, may not know that we closed 

Gate 15, which was the vehicle access to Royal 

Polytrack pull-up hassles 

Durban Golf Course, and there is a new entrance to 
the golf club - we did this for operational reasons 
and also to make the pull-up area safer. 
 
“When we did that, the road in the area was con-
crete and we got the engineers in to break up the 
concrete and put in some drainage, because there 
wasn’t any drainage at that point – and this is also 
where the Polytrack meets the turf. 
 
“We thought we had done an adequate job and for 
a long time there were no issues, but with the  
persistent rain going around it became evident 10 
days ago that we had a problem. Horses take about 
200-250m to pull up after a race. The problem area 
is about 150-175m after the post. 
 

“After Friday’s meeting was abandoned 
we pulled the concrete off, got the  
engineers back and we found that the 
drains had been blocked, they were in-
effective. We cleaned them, put in some 
extra pipes. 
 
“We had quite a heavy shower on Saturday after-

noon, which it seemed to cope with, but the proof of 

the pudding will be in the eating. On Sunday the 

pull-up area was perfect. Obviously is this doesn’t 

prove to be a long-term solution, then we may have 

to extend the Polytrack beyond that area.” - tt. 
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Ventura Storm, Melbourne Cup prospect for 2017. 

Hayes acquires Melbourne 
Cup prospect for 2017 

 
AUSTRALIAN Hall of Fame trainer David Hayes 
already has an eye on next year's Melbourne Cup 
with a last-start European Group I winner to join 
his team after a private sale. 
 
Hayes and his co-trainers Ben Hayes and Tom 
Dabernig will prepare the English St Leger runner-
up Ventura Storm, who won the Group I Gran Pre-
mio del Jockey Club (2400m) in Italy at his last 
outing in October, for the 2017 Melbourne Cup. 
 
Astute Bloodstock completed a deal to purchase 
Ventura Storm, who has won six of his 12 starts, 
including three of his last four outings in Scotland, 
England and France as well as his successful Ital-
ian raid. - Racenet.com.au. 

Revitalised Nakatani returns 

 
VETERAN US jockey Corey Nakatani (46) who 
has not ridden competitively since April, will return 
to the saddle soon, with his son Matt as his agent. 
 
Nakatani, who hinted at retirement due to lack of 
support earlier this year, has reportedly regained 
his confidence and Matt Nakatani said: “I am so 
proud of the career he has had to date. Better yet, 
he still has many more wins left in him.” 
 
Nakatani has ridden no fewer than 10 Breeders’ 
Cup winners, and rode a career best 300 winners, 
in one season, in 1995. - tt 

IF ever there was a thing called “instant gratification”, 
it lies in the fact that on Sun International Met Day at 
the end of January, graduates of this month’s Em-
perors Palace Ready To Run Sale will already be 
eligible for a R1million race, writes MICK GOSS of 
Summerhill Stud ahead of Monday’s Emperors Pal-
ace CTS Ready To Run Gallops to be held at  
Randjesfontein ahead of next weekend’s R2R Sale. 
 

But that’s not all; our candidates are al-
ready subscribed for the usual 
R2.5million stake attached to the sale it-
self,  together with yet another 
R2.5million in Cape Town’s version at 
the end of November 2017.  
 
That’s a whopping of R6million’s worth of prize 
money which Cape Thoroughbred Sales are throw-
ing at the mercy of graduates of the auction in two 
weeks’ time. It’s never been better than this, not 
even in the heady days when we established a new 
prize money record for South Africa two years ago of 
R3.85 million at the Ready To Run, which tells us 
just how far we’ve come in a relatively short time.  
 
That’s not the lot though; you’ve heard the old adage 

“there’s a horse for everyone at the Ready To Run” 

many times before in these columns, with more bang 

for your buck than ever before. Prices are down, 

quality is up and you get to buy from the champion 

breeders on terms no other sale offers. 

*Breeze-ups start at 11am on Monday, 21 November 

at Randjesfontein, Hospitality tent at the Clubhouse. 

See them gallop! 

Yes, he is just two years old! Here’s Genesis (Lot 61), a 
beautifully built son of Await The Dawn. See him gallop on 

Monday—he could be the start of it all! 

GET THE NEWS, BEFORE IT’S OLD 
NEWS. FOLLOW US @turftalk1 

http://twitter.com/turftalk1
http://twitter.com/turftalk1

