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Rabada will be out for at 
least three months 

 

LEADING runner Rabada will be out of action for up 
to three months or more following Saturday‘s Gr2 
Charity Mile, in which he finished one from last, 
beaten more than 15 lengths by New Predator. 
 
Rabada pulled up very sore on his near fore and 
while it is too early to make a diagnosis or give a 
prognosis, trainer Brett Crawford commented:  
―We‘ll have to wait for the swelling to go down. We 
were hoping to finish the Highveld Spring-Summer 
season well, but that was not to be.‖  - Tabnews. 

Rabada. 

Queen’s Plate Festival,  
6 and 7 January 2017 

 
SOUTH Africa‘s Gr1 L‘Ormarins Queen‘s Plate will now be 
held over two days and with a host of new stars emerging, 
South Africa‘s top weight-for-age mile contest is developing 
into one of the great events of the season. 
 
The festival is set to take place on Friday 6

th
 and Saturday 

7th January 2017 at Kenilworth Racecourse. The 2016 event 
marked the 10th anniversary of L‘Ormarins‘ involvement with 

an unparalleled 18 race card.  
 
Owing to its growth and popularity with 
both local and international guests, the de-
velopment promises to be a stunning new 
addition to the brand and firmly positions 
LQP as South Africa‘s biggest horse racing 
festival with an unparalleled 18 race card. 
 
As is tradition, Saturday‘s event will run 
from 11am – 11pm and consist of a 10-
race card, with South Africa‘s finest thor-
oughbreds competing for the coveted Gr1 
L‘Ormarins Queen‘s Plate and R1 million 
purse. 
 
South Africa‘s current Horse Of The Year 
Legal Eagle looks set to defend his title 
with some high-quality opposition snapping 
at his heels. 
 
Listed in 2014 by the UK‘s Telegraph 
newspaper as one of the top five race days 
in the world, the LQP is ranked alongside 
other illustrious races, including the Prix de 
l‘Arc de Triomphe (Paris), Breeder‘s Cup 
(California), Melbourne Cup and Dubai 

World Cup. – tt. 

Legal Eagle, 2016 winner. 
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Eee...yes left! 
This is the colts line at trainer Johan Janse Van 
Vuuren‘s Vaal stables - when the filly She’s A 
Giver goes for a walk! 
 
The high-riding trainer reported yesterday that his 
impressive Gr3 Starling Stakes winner She‘s A 
Giver and Gr2 Charity Mile winner New Predator 
will be shipped down to Cape Town this week for 
big dates during the Sizzling Summer Season. 
 
He has not yet decided whether Gr3 Graham 
Beck winner Doosra will be aimed at the Dingaans 

at Turffontein on Summer Cup Day at the end of the 
month or whether he will follow his stablemates to 
Brett Crawford‘s yard at Phillipi to run in the Cape 
Guineas.  
 
Janse van Vuuren is hoping his ace runner Brazuca 
will be another big gun in his Summer arsenal. He is 
back in work and reportedly doing well after suffering 
a suspensory injury in the Premiers, in April. 
 
When Johan snapped this photo yesterday, an uni-
dentified flying object appeared to have taken as 
much interest in his stable as the press does, these 
days. Seriously, what is that at the top right of the 

pic? - tt 
 

https://tellytrack.com/
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SEND YOUR LETTERS, QUERIES AND  

EDITORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS to editor@turftalk.co.za 

Keeneland Sale steady after 
US election results 

 

A day after Donald Trump's surprise Presidential election victory, the 
second session of the Keeneland November Sale, Wednesday, saw 138 
horses sell for nearly $52.8 million, down from the $63.8 million paid for 
143 a year ago. The Day 2 average fell 14.3% to $382,348 from 
$446,042, but the median was up 4% to $260,000. 

While there were some pre-session concerns in view of the Tuesday 
election results, Keeneland director of sales operations Geoffrey Russell 
said the outcome did not appear to affect the market. 

"It was a very good sale today," Russell said. "It was strong across the 
board—strong for mares, strong for foals. Mixed sales vary from year to 
year. You can't do a direct comparison. Yes, we would have liked to 
have a $6 million mare today, but we didn't. 

 
"Everybody was concerned obviously starting off because... everybody 
was expecting a different result. There was a little concern about ex-
change rates early but the dollar is back strong where it belongs so it 
didn't seem to stop international buyers today. 
 
2010 Breeders' Cup Ladies Classic (gr. I) winner Unrivaled Belle, daugh-
ter of Unbridled's Song in foal to leading sire Tapit - offered as part of 
Eaton Sales consignment, was the top-priced lot on the day. She was 
sold to Mandy Pope's Whisper Hill Farm for $3,8-million. 
 
"She's gorgeous," Pope said. "I'll breed her back to Tapit. What a hell of 
a racehorse. That ($3.8 million) was about it for me. She's a big size 
mare, rangy, good bone. I think she'll be a good fit for Tapit. It's very ex-
citing."  - Bloodhorse. 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
https://klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
file:///C:/Users/Charl/Documents/document-instruction
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tba.co.za/bsa/catalogue.php?url=2016nmix
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FRANKEL(GB)  is doing much the same job for the 
thoroughbred breeding industry as he did for flat 
racing. 
 
KEVIN BLAKE argues in TDN (Thoroughbred Daily 
News) that Frankel (Galileo) has been the most im-
portant horse in the modern history of British Flat 
racing. Not only did his phenomenal achievements 
on the track attract untold numbers of eyes to the 
sport for all the right reasons, he effectively 
launched British Champions Day on the road to suc-
cess by himself, starring in the first two years of that 
meeting. 
 
Never before has there been such expectation and 
excitement surrounding a sire‘s first runners on the 
track as there has been this year with Frankel‘s off-
spring. His progeny were scrutinised to an unprece-
dented extent, with every runner that represented 
him generating headlines regardless of whether 
they won or lost. With so many of his runners being 
out of well-known race mares or broodmares, he 
has stoked the levels of interest in the bloodstock 
side of the sport amongst casual racing fans to all-
new levels. 
 

Finding a fair way to assess the per-
formance of his first runners presents a 
challenge in itself. With a nomination fee 
of £125,000, Frankel was only accessible 
to a select few breeders, yet he still pro-
duced more live foals than all bar three 
of the other 18 first-season sires of note. 
 
Even more significantly, the quality of mares that 
produced Frankel‘s foals were on a completely dif-
ferent level to what his rival sires mated with. Thus, 
perhaps it is only fair to assess Frankel out on his 
own and use a combination of the best individual 
figures as well as the average figures achieved in 
each category by the remaining 18 first-season sires 

of note to give some context as to what he has 
achieved relative to the rest. 
 
In this case, I have used Racing Post Ratings and 
while I usually use 90+ and 105+ to assess a sire‘s 
progeny, given that in this case it is only 2-year-
olds being dealt with, I have reduced these pa-
rameters to 85+ and 100+. All of the statistics are 
correct for races that took place in Europe up to the 
end of October.  
 

The first number that immediately 
jumps off the page is just how relatively 
few of Frankel’s progeny made it to the 
track prior to November. Given the 
depth of coverage that his runners gen-
erated throughout the season, it is re-
markable to think that just under 32% of 
his entire crop made it to the track in 
Europe up to that point. 
 
Despite having what is the second-lowest percent-
age of runners-to-foals of the 19 first-season sires 
analysed, he still provided the highest number of 
RPR85+ and RPR100+ runners amongst all of the 
first-season sires. For 42.9% of his runners to have 
exceeded RPR85 and 17.1% of them to achieved 
RPR100+ is a remarkable achievement. That the 
closest rival to him in these fields produced just 
25% and 10.8% of such runners respectively puts 
those numbers into context. 
 
While they are not included in the above statistics, 
it should also be noted that the handful of Frankel‘s 
progeny that have run in Japan have been perform-
ing well, most notably with ‗TDN Rising Star‘ Mi 
Suerte (Jpn) winning a Gr3 contest earlier this 
month. 
 
Inevitably, some commentators will focus on 
Frankel‘s failure to produce a Gr1 winner or even a 
runner that was placed in a Group 1, but the rate at 
which he produced RPR100+ runners in his first 
crop of 2-year-olds suggests that it will only be a 
matter of time before he gains his first Group 1 win-
ner.  
While Frankel has already impressed with his first 
racecourse representatives, next year promises to 
be even more intriguing. Given that he is a son of 
Galileo that was at his very best as a 4-year-old, 
hopes will be very high that Frankel‘s progeny will 
be even better as 3-year-olds.  
 
One must also consider that over 70 of his first 
foals have yet to appear on the track. These in-
clude bluebloods such as colts out of Dar Re Mi 
(GB), Zagora (Fr) and Queen‘s Logic (Ire) and fillies 
out of Finsceal Beo (Ire), Midday (GB), Alexander 
Goldrun (Ire), Danedream (Ger) and Dancing Rain 
(Ire) to name just a few. - TDN. 

Will Frankel make it 
as a stallion? 


