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The pressure’s on, but Winx looks a 
shoe-in for Gr1 Cox Plate 

Chris Waller with Winx. 

THE preparation of champion mare Winx for Satur-
day’s $3-milion Cox Plate over 2040m at Moonee 
Valley in Melbourne has gone smoothly, but trainer 
Chris Waller admitted he was feeling the pressure 
ahead of her bid to land back to back Cox Plates. 
 
Winx has won 16 of her 22 career starts, including 
her last 12. 
 

"I only have to concentrate on one thing 
and that's making sure Winx gets to the 
race in the best possible condition," 
Waller said. 
 
"And in her case, she just has to turn up the same 
as last year. She set a track record in the race last 
year. 
 
"Physically she looks like she's a little bit stronger so 

that gives me a bit of confidence to say we can at 
least hold our form. And then we've got to worry 
about where the challengers are coming from. 
 
"Obviously there's some very good horses in the 
race and I wouldn't limit it to one or two. I think the 
whole field deserves respect and that's what makes 
the Cox Plate so great. Rarely is it a race in one or 
two or three, it's a race full of surprises. 
 
"Full on pressure. Like any grand final should be." 
 
Meanwhile former trainer Peter Moody has urged 
the mighty mare’s owners to enjoy the ride and not 
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be burdened by the pressure of having the coun-
try’s most popular horse. 
 
Moody can talk from experience, having trained 
world champion sprinter Black Caviar to 25 un-
beaten runs, as the pressure increased with each 
run. 
 

Moody insists last year’s Cox Plate 
winner is a certainty to make it back-to-
back wins in Australia’s weight-for-age 
classic. 
 
The event is reportedly not without problems. The 
connections of several leading contenders for the 
Group races at Moonee Valley have been forced to 
seek alternative jockey arrangements following the 
decision by the Hong Kong Jockey Club (HKJC) to 
prevent their contracted jockeys from flying to Mel-
bourne. 
 
Hong Kong airline Cathay Pacific told the HKJC on 
Thursday that widespread delays and cancella-
tions are expected during today and tomorrow due 
to Typhoon Haima. 
 
Joao Moreira and Sam Clipperton, who were 
booked for five and three rides respectively, were 
grounded with the HKJC concerned that they will 
not be able to return to Hong Kong in time to ride 
at Sunday’s Sha Tin fixture, which features two 
local Gr2 races. 
 
HKJC chief steward Kim Kelly said that, with only 
18 jockeys available,the club would be put in a dif-
ficult position if two riders were stranded overseas. 
 
"Cathay sent out an announcement that they ex-
pect delays and cancellations on Friday and into 
Saturday," Kelly said. –ANZ Bloodstock News. 

GODOLPHIN Racing announced Thursday morning 
that multiple Grade 1 winner Frosted would make his 
next start in the Breeders' Cup Classic – and not the 
Breeders' Cup Dirt Mile, which had also been consid-
ered. 
 
According to Godolphin's website, trainer Kiaran 
McLaughlin said that Sheikh Mohammed and Godol-
phin's racing manager, John Ferguson, had been 
―key players in the decision-making process.‖ 
 
Frosted will be pre-entered in the Classic only and 
not the Dirt Mile. McLaughlin indicated that how the 
Dirt Mile would be run was a factor in the decision to 
go in the Classic. 
 
―There is only a short run to the first turn in the Mile, 
and if you draw wide, you are at a severe disadvan-
tage. It is also a speed race, and you can get a lot of 
traffic.‖ 
 
McLaughlin said that Frosted and Sentiero Italia, who 
will run in the Filly & Mare Turf, will ship to Santa 
Anita on Sunday, Oct. 23. Frosted will have his 
last serious work on Oct. 28.—Paulick Report. 

Frosted goes for Breeders 
Cup Classic 

https://tellytrack.com/
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Gr1 mare Mecca’s Angel sold, 
set to visit Galileo 

 
 
DUAL Group 1 heroine Mecca’s Angel, whose retirement from racing 
was confirmed on Monday, has been sold to start her career as a brood-
mare. 

The deal was brokered privately by Tom Goff of Blandford Bloodstock 
but he could not confirm the identity of her purchaser. 

Her trainer Michael Dods did reveal that she is set to visit Coolmore's 
perennial champion sire Galileo. 

Dods said: "We're delighted to have had her and she's given everyone a 
lot of pleasure but the time was right for her to go to stud and she owes 
nobody anything. - Racing Post. 

Mecca’s Angel with trainer Michael Dods. 

Kenilworth Bridge will ensure ease of access 
 

A pedestrian bridge will be built over the chute for access to and from 
the parade ring at Kenilworth Racecourse. The bridge concept, initiated 
by the Sun Met planning team, has been tried previously and its subse-
quent failure has been the catalyst for some discussion already with the 
jockeys who have raised some concerns . 
 
Kenilworth Racing Liaison Officer Teresa Esplin said in a communica-
tion inviting input from stakeholders that engineering has come a long 
way since the first bridge. 
 
―In an effort to engage with everyone and to find a way in which this can 
work, a full-sized bridge will be built at Kenilworth over the chute, com-
mencing Monday 24 October 2016.  Everyone is welcome to come and 
have a look at it during the construction process, and ask questions and 
raise concerns or make suggestions.‖ 
 
The plan is that once the structure is to everyone’s satisfaction, the 
bridge will remain in place for everyone – especially the horses, to get 

used to,‖ said Esplin. –tt 
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HERE is the latest log for the R2,5 million Emperors  
Palace Ready To Run Cup to be run over 1400m at 
Turffontein on Saturday 5 November. 
 

2016-10-18 2016-10-11 Age Sex Horse MR  
 

1 1 3 C ZODIAC RULER (AUS) 100  

2 2 3 C AFRICA RISING 98  

3 3 3 C BISHOP’S BOUNTY 97  

4 4 3 F VISUALITY 96  

4 4 3 F SAFE HARBOUR 96  

4 4 3 C UNAGI 96  

7 7 3 C RED ROCK 92  

7 7 3 C ROCKY VALLEY 91  

9 9 3 C NEWLANDS (AUS) 90  

10 10 3 C RIGHTFUL KING 89  

10 10 3 C DOUBLE APPEAL 89  

12 12 3 C FLYING ROCK 87  

12 12 3 C YANKEEDOODLEDANDY 87  

14 15 3 G CHILI CON CARNE 85  

14 15 3 C COYOTE 85  

16 18 3 G ACT OF LOYALTY (AUS) 84  

16 18 3 G THE THINKER 84  

18 22 3 F SHEBANG83  

18 22 3 C CROWD PLEASER 83  

18 22 3 G NEWSMAN 83  

21 12 3 F PORTELINHA WALTZ 82  

21 15 3 C PENULTIMATE 82  

21 26 3 G RAND HEDGE 82  

21 26 3 F MISSIBABA 82  

21 26 3 C BOLD VIKING 82  

21 26 3 G GREAT VALUE 82  

21 26 3 C A GREATER POWER 82  

21 26 3 C KIMBERLEY CLUB(AUS) 82  

21 37 3 F COMME-CI-COMME-CA 82  

 

1. The log is intended as a guide only and is based on 
performances thus far. 2. Fillies will receive a 2,5kg al-
lowance. This has been added to all raced fillies for log 
purposes. 3.The log excludes horses without an official 

NHRA merit rating. - tt. 

Latest Emperors R2R Log 

Unagi, fourth on the log. 

There is more action up 
North this weekend 

THE photo above is of five-year-old mare 
Scarlett Ice, who reared up badly with jockey 
Andrew Fortune before her last outing at Bor-
rowdale Park and almost dislodged the vet-
eran rider. 
 
Scarlett Ice is in action again at Borrowdale 
on Sunday and Ryan Munger will take the 
ride in the ZRP Charity Stakes over 1600m. 
Sheldene Chant (@zimracing on Twitter), 
provides interesting news and detailed pre-
views for all meetings at Borrowdale, follow 
her if you’re a Zim racing punter for the latest 
information. –tt. 

 

Watch Al Fahad at Turffies 
 
ONE to watch at Turffontein on Saturday is 
Mike de Kock’s import Al Fahad (Race 7, 
1450m), a colt by Redoute’s Choice. 
 
―We think a lot of Al Fahad. He’s a nice horse 
and the form is working out well. This race 
will also tell us about him and guide us where 
to go with him,‖ said assistant trainer Mathew 

de Kock. -tt 
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