
1 
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ADVERTISE WITH TURF TALK 
Read by Industry Leaders 

Phone Jo on 083 399 6353; or Justine on 084 922 2241  

It’s touch and go, but smart Rabada 
should be ready for Charity Mile 

GR1-winner Rabada, scratched from the recent 
Joburg Spring Challenge after over-reaching and 
going lame in work prior to the race, is likely to be 
ready to contest the R1-million Peermont Emperors 
Palace Charity Mile (Grade 2) over 1600m at 
Turffontein on Saturday 5 November. 
 
Rabada is ante-post favourite for the Gauteng SAN-
SUI Summer Cup on 26 November, and looks set to 
start from a wide draw in the Charity Mile.  
 
This is not ideal, but a secondary thought on trainer 
Brett Crawford’s mind – he’d like to see good pro-
gress from Rabada in the next few days and the 
horse coming through the race well. 
 

Crawford, who has based Rabada in 
Mike de Kock’s stables for the Johan-
nesburg Spring Season, says that Mar-
kus and Ingrid Jooste’s runner missed 
six days of work “although he was still 
trotting and working on the treadmill, so 
hopefully did not lose too much of his 
fitness”. 
 
He added: ―I think he’ll be fine, although we can’t 
afford any more setbacks. It’s never ideal going into 
a Graded race with an interrupted preparation.  
 
―It’s going to be tough, but he was doing well before 
the injury and we’ve still got two weeks to work with. 
He seems like a horse who comes quickly. 
 
Crawford is also hoping for rain in Johannesburg 
(there was a good downpour on Wednesday eve-
ning), ―not just for Rabada, but for all the horses 
because the going seems very firm‖. 
 
The field for the Charity Mile will be announced on 

Tuesday.—tt 

Brett Crawford, doing the Rain Dance. 

CTS Emperors R2R Sale  
Catalogue online 

 
THE Cape Thoroughbred Sales Emperors Palace 
Johannesburg Ready To Run Sale catalogue is 
now available online. 
 
The sale will be held at Randjesfontein on the dates 
indicated below. 
 
Session 1: Thursday, 24 November, 2016 – 18:00 
(Lots 1-118) 
 
Session 2: Friday, 25 November, 2016 – 18:00 
(Lots 119-235) 
 
Catalogue online here. 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://capethoroughbredsales.com/sales/2016-jhbrtr
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Hall Of Fame jockeys set for duels on 
Breeders’ Cup weekend 

VETERAN Hall Of Fame jockeys Mike Smith (51) 
and Victor Espinoza (44) will take centre stage in 
opposition of each other in the two most glamorous 
races at the 2016 Breeders’ Cup weekend, 4 and 5 
November. 
 
Espinoza will go to the post in the Classic aboard 
the heavily fancied California Chrome, while Smith 
will once again take the saddle on Songbird for her 
biggest test yet, in the Distaff. Both superstars, pi-
loted by their trusty partners, will likely prove tough 
to beat, but each will face new and talented chal-
lengers. 
 
Riding the second choice in each big race will be, 
you guessed it, Smith and Espinoza. In an attempt 
to end the career long winning streak of Songbird, it 
will be Espinoza aboard the champion four-year-
old, Stellar Wind.  

A narrow loser of the Distaff last year, the daughter 

of Curlin looks to be coming up to the November 4 
test in career best form, having knocked off Be-
holder in each of her last two starts. 
 
The next day, in the richest Breeders’ Cup race of 
all, California Chrome and Espinoza will have a tar-
get on their back. It’s no wonder, considering all that 
the Horse of the Year of 2014 has accomplished in 
this, his five-year-old season. 
 
The second choice will come from the powerful Bob 
Baffert barn, in the form of a powerful three-year-old 
named Arrogate. Roles reversed on Saturday, it will 
be Mike Smith trying to upset the heavy favourite 
this time.  
 

While the horses receive the most atten-
tion, Smith and Espinoza deserve plenty 
of admiration, as well. Both come to this 
year’s Breeders’ Cup enjoying as much, 
or more, success than they’ve ever had 
in their distinguished riding careers. 
 
Smith has won no fewer than 22 Breeders’ Cup 
races, the most by any jockey in history He was be-
stowed with Eclipse Awards in 1993 and 1994. 
 
In comparison, Espinoza only has three Breeders’ 
Cup victories, but his latest was a big one. Last au-
tumn he was aboard a Triple Crown winner,  
American Pharoah, as he easily rolled to Breeders’ 
Cup Classic victory. - from Horseracingnaton.com,  

extracted from article by Brian Zipse. 

Mike Smith (left) and Victor Espinoza. 

https://tellytrack.com/
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Aston Martin enters racing arena 

AUTOMOBILE manufacturer Aston Martin will be the official luxury 
sports car of the Breeders’ Cup World Championships, US horse rac-
ing’s preeminent two-day international event. 

The UK-based company will have a significant brand presence in the 
exclusive Breeders’ Cup Enclosure, the paddock and the walking ring. 
In addition, it will offer transport to owners and key international dignitar-
ies wanting to view their horses’ morning workouts. 

The 2016 festival, which is raced on 4th and 5th November, will be 

hosted by Californian track Santa Anita Park for the 11th time.—tt 

THIS one could develop into a cracking colt! Well, he’s name is Cracks-
man and this is a photo of him as a young horse, playing in the paddock 
at owner/breeder Anthony Oppenheimer’s Hascombe & Valiant Studs. 
 
Cracksman is by Frankel from Rhadegunda, a half-brother to G3 winner 
Fantastic Moon. He won his 1600m Newmarket debut for  
John Gosden at Newmarket on Wednesday. “He’s next year’s horse, he 
should go a mile and a quarter,” said an impressed Gosden about this 

2017 Investec Derby prospect. - tt 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
https://klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
file:///C:/Users/Charl/Documents/document-instruction
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tba.co.za/

