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Racing Association CEO Larry Wainstein has re-
sponded to criticism about the omission of Piere 
Strydom from the SA jockey team in next month’s 
International Jockeys Challenge. 
 
“I need to make it clear that I do not pick the team 
alone,” he said. We have a panel of four of which I 
am chairman. The way we chose the team was to 
choose the top four on the log at the end of last 
season. They were S’manga Khumalo, Andrew 
Fortune, Anthony Delpech and Anton Marcus.  
 
(cont…/2) 

Larry Wainstein, Racing Association. 

Larry Wainstein explains 
Piere Strydom’s exclusion 

from SA Jockeys Team 

BLOODSTOCK agent John Freeman reports that he 
took Katie, Sir Henry Cecil’s daughter, and her hus-
band Craig to reunite with their champion Twice 
Over at Klawervlei Stud, on Monday morning. 
 
“Wow! What a treat to meet them and to see Katie 
enjoy saying hello to her “dad’s best friend”, writes 
Freeman in his newsletter. “Twice Over loves apples 
and carrots, so he made short work of the ample 
supply on offer.” 

Freeman said that The Syndicate agreed at the AGM 
this year that a floating trophy was to be commis-
sioned for the Twice Over Syndicate to award annu-
ally to the shareholder that makes the biggest contri-
bution to the stallion’s career – like they did with 
Captain Al.  
 
“The new trophy arrived in time to take along with us 

on Monday. It’s called the Sir Henry Cecil Floating 

Trophy and Katie very kindly “christened” it for us 

with Twice Over joining in. She has offered to come 

to Cape Town to present it to the worthy recipient 

when the time comes.” 

Cecil family visit stallion 
Twice Over at Klawervlei 

Katie Mackenzie with Twice Over. 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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Here’s Almanzor, impressive winner of Saturday’s Gr1 Champion Stakes at Ascot, returning to a 
hero’s welcome at the Deauville Training Centre in France, where staff and bystanders rushed in 
to snap some photos. 

“When Anton told us he was not available for per-
sonal reasons we then moved on to No 5 on the 
log and that was Muzi Yeni. 
 
“We then have the two wild cards and the panel 
came down to Gavin Lerena, Grant van Niekerk 
and Piere Strydom. Gavin captained our team last 
year and he also spent much of last season riding 
in Hong Kong.  
 
“He also represented South Africa at the Shergar 
Cup in England and was one of the top jockeys at 
the event, riding two winners. He has been riding 
out of his skin since he’s back so was an obvious 
choice. 

“For the last seven years Piere has been 
there and we felt it was time to give the 
youngsters a chance. Piere did not ride 
that much season through injury and 
suspension and also missed the first 
month of this season through injury.  
 
“Out of all the jockeys Piere has been the most sup-
portive of this event. The decision to leave him out 
was not taken lightly.  
 
“We have to make those hard decisions and at the 
time we didn’t think he was in form.” - Tab News. 

https://tellytrack.com/
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John Gosden’s top fillies won’t 
go to Breeders’ Cup 

 

TRAINER John Gosden has decided against a trip to the Breeders' Cup 
for So Mi Dar and Journey but both fillies are set to stay in training next 
year. 
 
After an injury-interrupted season that cost her a shot at the Oaks in 
June, So Mi Dar finished a close third in the Prix de l'Opera at Chantilly 
on October 2 and although that was only her fourth run of the season, 
Gosden has confirmed she will not run again this season. 
 
"She's a very talented filly but at this stage of her life she's like a 16-
year-old ballerina," said the Newmarket trainer. "It's too soon to go to 
California with her; it's a very long way to go and the ground is fast. 
 
"I've discussed it at length with her owners and we're very clear in our 
minds that that's it for the year and we'll focus on Del Mar and the 
Breeders' Cup in 2017. 
 
"I'm not criticising Santa Anita but I have a lot of friends out there and 
they're telling me it's riding lightning fast at the moment - the track only 
went in in July. We'll relax and come back next year." – Racing Post. 

Born at Drakenstein Stud 

Born earlier this week at Drakenstein Stud was a beautiful filly by  former 
Gr1 star Ebony Flyer (Jet Master), sired by the stud's resident stallion,  
Duke Of Marmalade. 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
https://klawervlei.co.za/
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