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Australian legend Octagonal dies at 24 

TRAINER John Hawkes’ favourite horse Octagonal, 
the superstar who he said took his training to an-
other level, died on Saturday at age 24. 
 

The 10-time Group 1 winner and Austra-
lia’s Horse Of The Year in 1996 was 
euthanised at Godolphin Woodlands. 
 
Wayne Hawkes said Octagonal was the horse which 
put their stable on the map. 
 
―He changed our lives when he came long and he’ll 
always be regarded as our best horse,‖ Hawkes 
said. ―Everything has to come to an end but he’ll 
never be forgotten.‖ 
 
Jockey Darren Beadman rode him in five of his 10 
Group 1 wins and described him ―as a superstar.‖ 
 
―The Big O as he was affectionately known, was still 
bright and alert mentally but was struggling physi-
cally,‖ a statement from Godolphin said. 
 
―It is a sad day as Octagonal is an old favourite of 
everyone and he will be sorely missed. He was such 
a lovely horse to deal with and such a big part of 
Woodlands,‖ said John Sunderland, Woodlands 
general manager. 

Octagonal will be buried at Woodlands, where he 
has spent the majority of the past 16 years, along-
side his old mate Canny Lad. 
 
Otagonal’s race record shows 28 starts; 14 wins, 
7 2nds, 1 3

rd
. He won $5,892,231 and was in-

ducted in the Australian Racing Hall Of Fame in 
2012. As a stallion, he sired one superstar in  
Lonhro (successful sire), who won eleven races. 
 

Ramsamy wins in France 
 
EASTERN Cape champion apprentice Kersley 
Ramsamy won a race at Tarbes Racecourse in 
France at the weekend.  
 
Ramsamy represented Mauritius at the invitation 
of the International Federation of Horseracing 
Academie and was teamed up with Francisco 
Sanchez-trained Thabit, who beat German-based 
apprentice Robin Weber-ridden Mirna in a tight 
finish with Irishman Andrew Breslin third aboard 

AJS Rudainah.—tt 
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Stipes demoted after hearings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE two stipendiary stewards at the centre of the 
controversially upheld objection in Race 1 at 
Turffontein on 3 September have been demoted 
following disciplinary hearings conducted by the 
National Horseracing Authority (NHA). 
 
At the hearings Messrs Thulani Khanyile and Ga-
reth Timm were charged with and found guilty of 
contraventions of the NHA Disciplinary Employment 
Code. 
In arriving at a suitable sanction, the Disciplinary 
Panel carefully considered the impact that the Ob-
jection decision had on the reputation of the NHA 
and the Horseracing Industry at large. 
 
The Disciplinary Panel was of the opinion that a 
suitable sanction was a demotion for both officials, 
effective immediately. 
 
Messrs Khanyile and Timm have since returned to 
work as members of the Central Provinces Stipen-
diary Board and will not be given the responsibility 
of chairing a race meeting for a period of at least 

six months. - tt. 

Thulani Khanyile, benched. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cup hopefuls arrive in Melbourne 
 

THE final shipments of European Melbourne Cup 
hopefuls have arrived at the Werribee International  
Horse centre in Melbourne at the weekend and are 
reported to have have settled in well to their new 
surroundings.  
 
The shipment included the Tony Martin-trained 
Heartbreak City (Lando), the Michael Bell-trained 
Big Orange (Duke Of Marmalade) and Aidan 
O’Brien’s Bondi Beach (Galileo). Another shipment 
carrying Godolphin’s Melbourne Cup hopefuls 
Beautiful Romance (New Approach) and Secret 
Number (Raven’s Pass) for trainer Saeed bin Su-
roor also arrived at the facility on Monday. 
 
The 2016 Melbourne Cup takes place on Tuesday, 
1 November. – ANZ Bloodstock News. 

Shaheen Shaw to be discharged 
from clinic after heart attack 

 
 
POPULAR Tellytrack presenter Shaheen Shaw, is 
likely to be discharged from the Morningside clinic 
in Johannesburg today being admitted last Friday 
following a heart attack. 
 
―Shaheen was supposed to be discharged yester-
day, I think it will happen today. His heart took a 
knock with all of this and he will have to take better 
care of himself,‖ said his wife Rasheeda this morn-
ing. 
 
Shaw resigned from Tellytrack a day prior to his 

heart attack. - tt. 

https://tellytrack.com/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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GAINESWAY Farm’s outstanding stallion Tapit, sire of Klawervlei’s excit-
ing new sire Coup De Grace, was represented by his 21st individual G1 
winner when daughter Time And Motion landed the odds in Saturday’s 
G1 Queen Elizabeth II Challenge Cup at Keeneland. 
 
In lifting Saturday’s $500 000 turf contest, Time And Motion took her tally 
to five wins from just nine outings and pushed her earnings to over $900 
000 with her maiden G1 success. 
 
Trained by Jimmy Toner, Time and Motion maintained her three-wide trip 
rounding the turn and first took off after Catch a Glimpse, who began fad-
ing upon hitting the lane, and then Hawksmoor, who assumed command. 
The Tapit filly drew even with Hawksmoor but seemed to stall for a brief 
moment before Harmonize, closing fast on the outside, suddenly revital-
ized her. 
 
Time and Motion stuck her head out on the wire to finish 1 1/8 miles over 
the firm Keeneland turf in 1:50.24. Harmonize had a nose in front of 
Hawksmoor on the line to complete the blanket finish, while On Leave 
finished another 4 3/4 lengths back in fourth. 
 
On course to land his third consecutive General Sires title, Tapit has now 
been represented by five individual Grade One winners this year –
headed by Whitney Stakes/Met Handicap hero Frosted and the classic 
Belmont Stakes winner Creator. 
 
With his runners having amassed over $16 million in stakes already this 
year, Tapit is currently more than $6 million clear on the US General 
Sires List. 
 
Coup De Grace, the only son of this remarkable stallion at stud in South 

Africa, has a pedigree which goes from strength to strength –with his half 

sister Dancing Rags having recently picked up the G1 Alcibiades Stakes.

—tt 

New stallion could be Coup for Klawervlei  

Time and Motion, 21st Gr1 winner for Tapit. 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
https://klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
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