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NEWSLETTER, TUESDAY 11 OCTOBER 2016 

The amazing rise of Chad C Brown—
America’s latest boom trainer 

Chad Brown, on top of the US log after only nine years as a trainer. 

CHAD Brown, the 38-year-old native New Yorker 
who only started training in 2007, has become the 
latest big-name handler in the USA – he tops the 
US Trainers’ Table for the first time with 152 win-
ners and $18,42-million in stakes. 
 

Brown is roughly half-a-million clear of 
Hall-Of-Famers Todd Pletcher and Bob 
Baffert, with other long-time limelight 
trainers Kiaran McLaughlin, Mark Casse 
and Steve Assmussen also in his wake. 
He has a strike rate of 24% winners to 
runners. 
 
Brown studied Animal Science at Cornell University 

and joined the legendary trainer Bobby Frankel in 
2002 – enjoying the honour of saddling Ginger 
Punch to win the Breeders’ Cup Distaff when 
Frankel was ill. 
 
Brown took out his own licence in 2007, with only 
10 horses in a barn, and was initially refused sta-
ble space when he applied to compete in the Sara-
toga Festival in 2008. He ended up saddling 6 win-
ners from 18 starters! 
 
At Saratoga in 2016, it only seemed like high-riding 
Brown won every race they ran at the historic track 
and clinched his first trainers’ title at “The Spa”. 
 
It was more of the same at Belmont Park last Sat-

http://lanzeracreadytorun.co.za/
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urday, one of the biggest days of the autumn rac-
ing calendar at Belmont, Brown's magic touch re-
mained. He won three of the seven stakes races 
(six graded) that the New York Racing Association 
scheduled for the day, billed as "Super Saturday." 
 
The results of the day also solidified what every-
one who follows this sport already knows: Brown is 
going to have a loaded barn when they run the 
Breeders' Cup, the World Series of horse racing, at 
Santa Anita on 4 and 5 November. 
 
Brown was not going to begin to start naming his 
possible horses for the Breeders' Cup, saying it will 
be a couple weeks, at least, before he begins to 
sort out all of that. After what happened Saturday, 
it's a pretty good bet that we'll be seeing some of 
his winners heading to California. 
 
They include the durable Lady Eli, who won the 
Grade I, $500,000 Flower Bowl, for fillies and 
mares ages 3 and up, and Practical Joke, who won 
the Grade I, $500,000 Champagne for 2-year-olds. 
Brown finished 1-2-3 in the Grade III $500,000 Hill 
Prince for 3-year-olds. Camelot Kitten won the 
1700m race on the inner turf by a head over Beach 
Patrol, who was a length ahead of Annals of Time. 
 
Brown would not say if the three from the Hill 
Prince were Breeders' Cup bound. The other win-
ners most likely are, even though Practical Joke, 
who also won the Grade 1 Hopeful at Saratoga, 
would have to be supplemented to the Breeders' 
Cup Juvenile. 
 
“Chad Brown may be the most unusual trainer the 

sport has ever seen. Fair or not, his reputation is that 
he is a jack of one trade, but a very good one. He is 
widely considered the best turf trainer in America 
and his success on the grass is remarkable,” wrote 
Bill Finley of ESPN. 
 
"My clients send me horses meant to run on turf and 
we get the most out of them and we're proud of that, 
not disappointed in that in any regard," Brown com-
mented. 
 

He’s been typecast and owners have in 
the past been reluctant to send him dirt 
horses, though statistics show that, 
since 2007, Brown has won with 26 per-
cent of his grass starters and 25 percent 
of his dirt runners. His in-the-money per-
centage on the dirt is 43 percent, actu-
ally a bit higher than the 41 rate he's 
achieved on turf. 
 
Asked if it bothered him that he didn't get more op-
portunities with dirt horses, Brown said: "We know, 
my staff and I, what our abilities are with dirt horses.” 
 
Considering his rapid ascent to the top of the world’s 
most competitive training table, that is likely to 

change before long. Chad Brown has arrived! - tt 

ADVERTISE WITH TURF TALK 
Read by Industry Leaders 

Phone Jo on 083 399 6353; or Justine on 084 922 
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Smart Call is back in work at Newmarket 
after injury scare 

SMART CALL was cleared to start working again at her Newmarket base 
yesterday. 

Trainer Alec Laird confirmed that things are back on track for the Breed-
ers’’ Cup and said: “When Smart Call came out of her box that Saturday 
morning and we realised she wasn’t quite right, we had to make a deci-
sion. After 9 months without hiccups, that was a tough pill to swallow, but 
we had to call off the race.” 

“With the help of Fernando Perez and John McVeigh and their diagnostic 
tools, we’ve ruled out all the major worries that would preclude her from 
going back into training. She was sound after a few days and been get-
ting better ever since and last Friday we were given the green light to 
resume work and press ahead for the Breeders’ Cup.” 
 
Laird said that the Breeders’ Cup horses are scheduled to fly to the USA 
on 29 October, so the team are aiming to give her a gallop on or around 
the 26th and base a final decision on that.   
 
He said: “Even if we don’t go, all is not lost. We’ve got next year to cam-
paign her if she’s good enough and then she can be covered Southern 
Hemisphere time. One is obviously always a bit nervous when it comes 
to horses, so for now we’re just hoping for the best.”  - Sporting Post. 

Support for jockeys suffering from depression 
 
POPULAR UK jockey Graham Lee's admittance that he has been strug-
gling with depression has been appreciated by the racing industry in the 
hope it encourages others within the sport to seek help to combat the 
illness. 

The Grand National-winning jockey, who has made a highly-successful 
transition to the Flat, made the revelation on World Mental Health Day to 
make the public aware of the problem and to stop rumours about his 
health. They had become widespread within racing after 40-year-old Lee 
took five weeks out of racing in the summer. 

Young National Hunt jockey Mark Enright admitted to suffering depres-
sion in January 2015 and spent three weeks away from racing to help 
control the problem. In July, six-times champion Flat jockey Kieren 
Fallon retired from the saddle after suffering with depression for the "the 
best part of three years". 

"It has been very brave of these jockeys to reveal their problems and the 
thing is, that should be seen as a strength," Matt Mancini, welfare devel-
opment manager for the British Horseracing Authority, told Racing UK. 

"The fact that racing has a number of organisations in place, it should be 
very proud of the support it can offer to its participants, but we need peo-
ple to be more aware of it. 

"The PJA (Professional Jockeys Association) were the first to sign the 
mental health charter, so together with them and Racing Welfare we're 
keen to encourage others within the industry to do that.” -  Racing UK. 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
https://klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
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The Conglomerate is a slow starter, no worries 
 

THE Conglomerate will have at least one more run before the Sansui Summer Cup after the Vodacom Dur-
ban July winner finished last of 13 runners on his reappearance in the Gr2 Joburg Spring Challenge over 
1450m at Turffontein last Saturday. 

Trainer Joey Ramsden said: “While I didn’t exactly walk away ecstatic I certainly wasn’t suicidal. He has 
always been a slow starter to the season, he got bumped leaving the pens and he was only beaten seven 
lengths.” 
 
Meanwhile Rabada, ruled out by an over-reach from the Spring Challenge, will now go straight into the Em-

perors Palace Charity Mile on November 5, according to trainer Brett Crawford. – tt 

We’re not going to try and  name them all, but here is a group photo of the jockeys that competed in Sunday’s Jockeys 
Chase at Durbanville, with winner Aldo Domeyer, below. He retained his title in easy fashion! 

Kangaroo Jack retains his 113 

rating after Gr2 win 

THE handicappers have not raised Kangaroo Jack’s merit 
rating from 113 after his super win in Saturday’s Gr2 Joburg 
Spring Challenge, but that is unlikely to change trainer Gary 
Alexander’s plans for the son of Querari going forward. 

Dean Alexander, speaking for the stable, commented: “We 
won’t be taking him to Cape Town. We’ll have to look for 
weight-for-age races and pinnacle plates now, there is a 
pinnacle sprint at Turffontein in November. We may go for 

that just to keep him ticking over.” - tt 


