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NEWSLETTER, THURSDAY 29 SEPTEMBER 2016 

New ‘Sun Met’ will carry a R5-million purse! 

PHUMELELA Gaming and Kenilworth Racing have 
announced that luxury hospitality, gaming and en-
tertainment group Sun International is the new title 
sponsor of the Met, which henceforth will be run as 
the Sun Met and will carry South African record 
prize money of R5 million. 
 
Sun International’s sponsorship of the famous race, 
which was first run in 1883 and is South Africa’s 
oldest major horseracing event, and the doubling of 
the prize money were announced at a glittering 
function in Cape Town this afternoon. 
 
International champagne brand Maison Mumm will 
partner Sun International in sponsoring Cape 
Town’s premier horseracing and social event. 
 
Sun International also has a hospitality and infra-
structure partner for the event in Circa, a specialist 
hospitality company that will bring its usual exclu-
sive, high-quality flair to the raceday. 
 

Sun International was quick to take up 
the reins as the title sponsor of the Met 
when the local distributor of J&B an-
nounced that the brand would be end-
ing its 39-year association with the 
race. 
 
“Given the gaming and social history of the Met, the 
synergy between our two premium entertainment 
and hospitality brands was immediately clear. We 
are therefore delighted and honoured to be associ-
ated with this prestigious event,” said Sun Interna-
tional Chief Operating Officer Rob Collins. 
 
“The Sun Met represents the oldest and grandest 
event on the South African entertainment calendar. 
 
“What we can promise is that we will bring ele-
gance, sophistication, glamour and excitement to 
the event, and there will be so much more that 
racegoers can now look forward to.” 

For well over 30 years Sun International has pro-
vided South Africans with big, bold and efficiently 
organised entertainment events. The company is 
respected for its ability to host large-scale events 
that have both a national and international follow-
ing, such as the Nedbank Golf Challenge and Miss 
South Africa. 
 
Maison Mumm will add its own touch of glamour 
and elegance to the Sun Met and Brand Manager 
Etienne Cassuto said: “Maison Mumm prides itself 
on a long history of celebrating daring achieve-
ments and accompanying champions in their suc-
cess. We could not have asked for a better partner 
than Sun International in bringing to life the most 
exciting race day on the continent. Our long-term 
partnership will see the brand push the limits of in-
novation.” 
 
Speaking on behalf of Kenilworth Racing and 
Phumelela, which manages Western Cape horse-
racing on behalf of Kenilworth Racing, Phumelela 
Executive Rob Scott said: “We are so pleased to be 
associated with a brand of the stature of Sun Inter-
national. The coming years will see the Sun Met 
become an iconic event in South Africa. We look 
forward to the last weekend in January to start the 
journey to making the Sun Met SA’s greatest race.” 
 
The Sun Met, celebrated with Maison Mumm, will 
be Africa’s richest horseracing day. With a stake of 
R5 million, the Sun Met is now the richest race 
open to all horses on the continent. 
 
Other major race sponsors on the day will include 
Investec, Klawervlei Stud and Cape Thoroughbred 
Sales (CTS). 
 
For the Western Cape, the Sun Met is a highlight 
on Cape Town’s entertainment calendar, as well as 
an economic boost for city. Last year, the city an-
nounced that the Met draws over 22,000 visitors, 

generating approximately R60 million. -tt 
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New virus test for stallions 
 
A new genetics test that determines whether a stal-
lion could be a persistent carrier of the equine arteri-
tis virus has been developed by the University of 
Kentucky Gluck Equine Research Center. 
 
Outbreaks of equine viral arteritis may result in sig-
nificant economic losses to the equine industry be-
cause of pregnancy loss in mares, death in young 
foals, and cause longer-term problems through stal-
lions that continue to carry the virus between breed-
ing seasons, according to Gluck researchers. 
 
The latest research completed at the Gluck Re-
search Center by Drs. Udeni Balasuriya, Ernie Bai-
ley, and Peter Timoney shows stallions identified 
with a "susceptible haplotype" (a group of four spe-
cific nucleotide changes in the CXCL16 gene) are 
more likely to retain the virus in their reproductive 
tracts than horses that possess the "resistant haplo-
type." 
 
Timoney stressed the test is a step toward identifying 
animals at risk for persistent infection, but it does not 
provide black-and-white answers. Some stallions 
carrying the resistant haplotype have still been found 
to be carriers. 
 
The test does give stallion owners a clearer picture 
of their risk, which can be minimized through vacci-
nation and appropriate management practices, ac-
cording to Timoney.  
 
"We have ample evidence that this vaccine conveys 
a very high level of protection," Timoney said. "Even 
though the vaccine is a modified live strain, we have 
not confirmed yet a stallion that has become infected 
following the recommended treatment."  
- Bloodhorse. 

‘Chrome’ in final 
Breeders’ Cup prep 

WITH the Breeders’ Cup Classic a mere 38 days 
away, Saturday’s Grade 1 Awesome Again Stakes 
at Santa Anita will likely serve as the biggest of all 
of the last preps for the six-million-dollar race.  
 
Not only is it over the same oval as the Classic, but 
it, of course, includes America’s top rated horse, 
California Chrome. A 
 
lready a perfect five-for-five this year, North Amer-
ica’s all-time richest runner will be seeking the 
ideal prep race for his second attempt in the 
Breeders’ Cup five weeks later.  
 
You will remember that the 2014 Horse of the Year 
barely missed out in his first try, when he finished 
third by a neck two years ago, also at Santa Anita.  
 
Bigger, stronger, and more dominant now, can 
anyone stop the copper-colored colt on his march 
to another Horse of the Year title?  
 
The seven-runner field also includes California 
Chrome’s old rival Dortmund and Hoppertunity, 
another who has tried to beat the big horse without  
success a few times.—Racing Nation. 

https://tellytrack.com/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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TURF TALK CLASSIFIEDS GIVES YOU TOP RATES! 
 

PLEASE CONTACT JO ON 083 399 6353; OR JUSTINE ON 084 922 2241  

 
Racehorse Of The Year Awards in Oz 

 

THE  Australian Racehorse Of The Year awards will be announced to-
night in Sydney, with Winx (Street Cry), who enjoyed an undefeated 
season including victories in the Cox Plate (Gr1, 2040m) and the Don-
caster Mile (Gr1, 1600m), likely to be announced the winner. 
 
Golden Slipper Stakes (Gr 1, 1200m) winner Capitalist (Written  Tycoon)  
will be vying  for Champion  Two-Year-Old  of the Year up  against Blue 
Diamond Stakes (Gr 1, 1200m) winner Extreme Choice (Not A Single 
Doubt) and  Yankee  Rose. Other categories to be decided are The  
Champion Three-year-old  Filly Of  the Year, the Champion Three-year-
old  Colt  of  the  Year, Champion  Sprinter  of  the Year and Champion  

Middle  Distance Horse of the Year. –tt 

Winx, awards favourite. 

Full betting menu on ‘Arc’ meeting 
 

PHUMELELA has advised that the standard bet types will be on offer 
on Sunday’s 2016 Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe meeting at Chantilly. 

Commingled: 
Win; Place Swinger Exacta; Quinte+ (Race 3 and subject to change) 

 
Local Pools: 

Trifecta; Quartet; Pick 3 (last 3 races); Jackpot (last 4 races); PA (last 7 
races); Only 7 races are scheduled at this stage and subject to change. 

 
Race No’s and off times. 

1- 14:10 
2- 14:45 
3- 15:20 
4- 16:05 
5- 16:50 
6- 17:35 
7- 18:10 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tba.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
https://klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/

