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NEWSLETTER, THURSDAY 22 SEPTEMBER 2016 

Hot bidding continues at Keeneland 

BOOSTED by spirited bidding from U.S. and foreign buyers on an unseasonably warm fall day during the 
Sept. 21 session, 274 yearlings sold for $11,120,100, up 4.1% from the same session at the 2015 sale 
when 280 horses changed hands for $10,684,100. The average rose 6.4% from $38,158 to $40,584, while 
the median jumped 20% from $25,000 to $30,000. 

With the completion of Book 4, Keeneland reported 1,916 horses have sold for $259,841,500, compared 
with 2,076 horses grossing $270,477,300 through the same session a year ago. The cumulative average of 
$135,617 has increased 4.1% from last year's $130,273 and the median of $80,000 remained unchanged 
from 2015. 

"The vibe is better than we have seen in sales all year," said Tom Thornbury, Keeneland's associate direc-
tor of sales operations. "I have never seen so many people out and about at this point in the sale." Thorn-
bury said Keeneland places an emphasis on its buyer recruitment worldwide, and this year enhanced those 
efforts domestically in view of the down market. "We have buyers here from five continents," the sales ex-
ecutive said. "One of our greatest efforts is in outreach. We try our best to get the brand out there and get 
people here to buy." 

The day's top price of $225,000 was paid by Bob Feld, agent, for a Majestic Warrior colt from the Hidden 
Brook consignment. The colt (Lot 2887), is out of the Gr3-placed Lion Heart mare Hearts On Fire and from 
the family of grade II San Clemente Handicap winner Wishing Gate and Regret Stakes (Gr 3) winner Rich 
in Spirit. The colt bred in Kentucky by Diane Connell was the first horse purchased on behalf of Tommy and 
Bonnie Hamilton's Silverton Hill of Springfield, Ky., by Feld, who counts five Gr 1 winners among the 14 
graded stakes winners he has purchased at Keeneland September over the years. - Bloodhorse. 



2 

Soma’s Miracle Bureau is early favourite 
for Vaal’s Grand Heritage 

JOE Soma-trained Miracle Bureau has been priced 
up 9-2 favourite in the early betting for the inaugural 
Vaal Grand Heritage over 1475 on 1 October, which 
features a 28-horse line-up announced on Wednes-
day. 
 

Soma said he knew his horse would be 
“up there because he ticks all the right 
boxes” but he did not expect the Trippi 
four-year-old to top the boards at such a 
short price. 
 
 “We earmarked The Grand Heritage from the very 
beginning for Miracle Bureau because he fits the 
bill. He settles nicely, enjoys a decent pace, has a 
good turn of foot and the right merit rating – and 
everything‟s going to plan. I hope he can do it for 
us,” Soma commented. 
 
 “We‟re very happy with him. He‟s improving with 
age and has a nice weight with 54.5kg. Obviously 
it‟s going to be a hard race. Not only because there 
are 28 runners and you‟ll need plenty of luck in run-
ning, but because it‟ll be ultra-competitive (being a 
„long handicap‟ where horses race off a weight ex-
actly equivalent to their merit rating).” 
 
The race will field a total of 28 runners with the rail 
separating the Inside and Outside tracks down the 
Vaal straight being removed for the occasion.  
 
The R750,000 WSB The Grand Heritage is one of 
four races at the meeting that will feature larger-than
-normal fields. The others are the R250,000 WSB 

Heritage Consolation over 1475m, the R150,000 
WSB Heritage 1200 Handicap and the R150,000 
WSB Heritage 1200 Fillies & Mares Handicap. 
  
Phumelela has already removed the middle rail 
that separates the Outside and Inside courses and 
a couple of races at the Vaal yesterday trialled the 
wider straight, which, Soma said, “allowed every-
one to see where the best going is”. 
 
He added: “I don‟t believe the draw is important 
down the straight, in spite of what the jockeys be-
lieve. Our percentages are good because of that 
mind-set and we‟re very proud of it. So whatever 
we have running on Grand Heritage Day, we‟re 
hoping they‟ll do well.” - Racing Express. 

Joe Soma: “We’ll need luck!” 

 

https://tellytrack.com/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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TURF TALK CLASSIFIEDS 
TOP RATES! 

 
PLEASE CONTACT JO ON 
083 399 6353; OR JUSTINE 

ON 084 922 2241  

 

The Colesberg Clean-Up 

As reported last week, golfing legend and horseman Gary Player is re-
laxing at his Colesberg Stud Farm, but he took time out on Wednesday 
to join a group of school kids and children on a “Clean-Up” Drive 
through the streets of the Karoo town.  
 
“I just love it here!” said 80-year-old Player, who picked up trash with the 
kids and teachers and disposed of it to song and laughter and the 

cheers of town residents.  - tt 

LEADING KwaZulu-Natal trainer Duncan Howells‟s raiding party leaves 
for Turffontein tomorrow where he has been allocated nine stables by 
Phumelela. “I have horses that I think will be competitive so we must go 
where the money is,” said Howells. “There‟s nothing for them down 
here.” 
 
Howells and assistant James Rich will be shuttling between Ashburton 
and Turffontein for the next two months. 
 
Heading the string will be Saratoga Dancer and Ten Gun Salute, both 
entries for the Sansui Summer Cup, while a crack at the Charity Mile is 
also a possibility for both of them. The Charity Mile will be run on No-
vember 5 with the Summer Cup on Saturday November 26. 
 
Saratoga Dancer finished fifth in the Vodacom Durban July and fourth 
in the Champions Cup while Ten Gun Salute finished mid-field in the 
July. - Gold Circle. 

Howells to raid Gauteng  

Saratoga Dancer. 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tba.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
https://klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/

