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NEWSLETTER, Friday 16 September 2016 

Dettori will gallop Smart Call at 
Newmarket on Saturday 

Smart Call at Newmarket with her groom and companion, Moffatt Mgeni. 

ALEC LAIRD’s J&B Met winner Smart Call will have 
a grass gallop on Saturday on the Newmarket Row-
ley Mile racecourse and Frankie Dettori will be com-
ing out to ride her.  
 
However, the jockey legend has not yet been able 
to commit to ride the Mauritzfontein Stud-owned and 
bred Ideal World filly in either of her next two races, 
the Gr 1 Kingdom Of Bahrain Sun Chariot Stakes 
over a mile at Newmarket on October 1 and the 
Breeders Cup Fillies and Mares Turf over one mile 
and two furlongs on November 5 at Santa Anita 
Park in the USA. 
 

The Sun Chariot will be run on the Row-
ley Mile on October 1, so the aim of Sat-
urday’s gallop is not only to bring her 
on but also to show her the track.  

 
The course is described as having minor undula-

tions until the horses reach “The Bushes” two fur-
longs out, although these undulations would be a 
new experience for a South African horse and per-
haps not so minor. From the Bushes the track goes 
downhill for a furlong into “The Dip” and there is 
then an uphill for a furlong to the finish line. 
 
The racecourse was the favourite riding ground of 
King Charles II, under whom horseracing flourished 
in the latter half of the 1600s, and is named in his 
honour.  
 
King Charles II, who loved horseracing and revelled 
in the company of his jockeys, acquired the nick-
name “Olde Rowley”. This was also the name of a 
stallion at the Royal Stud and the nickname came 
about as a reference to the many illegitimate chil-
dren the King sired. 
 
Smart Call has already had a couple of grass gal-
lops on the vast Newmarket heath, which has 80km 
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of turf gallops in total. This included a gallop on the 
famous Limekilns.  
 
However, most of her work has been done on the 
polytracks, of which there are a number of different 
types. The polytracks have currently been popular 
due to the dry conditions, which have left the turf 
quite firm. 
 

The Sun Chariot is being used as a 

“preparation” for the Breeders Cup and 

Laird said she would likely “need the 

run”, it being her first race since the 

Met eight months ago. 
 

Smart Call will be flown to the USA together with all 

of the other European Breeders Cup campaigners. 

They will leave from Stanstead airport, which is 

near Newmarket, about a week before the Breed-

ers Cup. She will attempt to follow in the footsteps 

of her paternal grand-dam Banks Hill, who won the 

Breeders Cup Fillies and Mares Turf in 2001. - Gold 

Circle. 

Vaal’s middle rail to 

be removed Tuesday 

As part of the initiative to ensure the readiness of the 
Vaal racing surface for The Grand Heritage on 1 Oc-
tober, the last two races at the race meeting at the 
course this Tuesday, 20 September, will both have 
bigger fields than normal.  

Race 7, a MR73 Divided Handicap over 1200m, has 
17 runners while the final race on the programme, a 
FM64 over 1400m, has 18 runners carded. 

To accommodate the bigger fields, the middle rail 
that usually separates the Outside and Inside tracks 
will be removed and there will be a 5m spur at the 
500m mark on the inside running rail. The starting 
stalls for these races will be placed in the centre of 
the track. 

The Grand Heritage, sponsored by World Sports 
Betting, will be run over 1475m and the operator is 
hopeful that a full field of 28 runners will line up for 
the R750,000 contest. Three other races, all making 
up part of the jackpot, are also set to have 28 run-

ners. - tt. 

https://tellytrack.com/
http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
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TURF TALK CLASSIFIEDS 

TOP RATES! 
 

PLEASE CONTACT JO ON 
083 399 6353;  

OR JUSTINE ON  
084 922 2241  

 
 

California Chrome reclaims his 
position as world’s top racehorse 

Off his dominating victory in the $1 million TVG Pacific Classic Stakes 
(gr. I) Aug. 20 at Del Mar, California Chrome  has moved back to the top 
of the Longines World's Best Racehorse Rankings for 2016. 

In the rankings that consider races through August, California Chrome 
received a rating of 133, four points ahead of the duo of second-rated 
Travers Stakes (gr. I) winner Arrogate and A Shin Hikari.  

California Chrome, the 2014 Horse of the Year in the U.S., has deliv-
ered another splendid season. The California-bred son of Lucky Pul-
pit has won all five of his starts highlighted by a score in the Dubai 
World Cup Sponsored by Emirates Airline (UAE-I). 

A new major player to the Longines World's Best Racehorse Rankings 
is Arrogate (129). In his first start in graded stakes company, the 3-year-
old colt made history when he won the Travers by 13 1/2 lengths and 
broke a track record that had stood for 37 years. Plans call for Arrogate 
to train up to the Breeders' Cup Classic (gr. I), where he would face 
California Chrome. 
 
Arrogate is co-second rated with A Shin Hikari, the Japanese-bred win-
ner of the Prix d'Ispahan (Fr-I) at Chantilly. Other U.S.-based horses 
with top ratings include Frosted (126) and Nyquist (124). 

Ranking Horse, Rating 
 
1. California Chrome    133 
2. A Shin Hikari    129 
2. Arrogate    129 
4. Almanzor, 127 
4. Winx, 127 
6. Frosted, 126 
7. Maurice, 124 
7. Nyquist, 124 
7. Postponed, 124 
7. Werther, 124 
 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tba.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://klawervlei.co.za/stallion/coup-de-grace
https://klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.bloodhorse.com/horse-racing/racetracks/11/del-mar
http://www.bloodhorse.com/stallion-register/stallions/169083
http://www.equineline.com/dotReportProductSelectionDisplay.cfm?horse_name=California+Chrome&YOB=2011&breed_type=TB&horse_type=I&ASCID=1443262
http://www.bloodhorse.com/horse-racing/thoroughbred/arrogate/2013?source=BHonline
http://www.bloodhorse.com/horse-racing/thoroughbred/a-shin-hikari/2011?source=BHonline
http://www.bloodhorse.com/stallion-register/stallions/131655
http://www.bloodhorse.com/stallion-register/stallions/131655
http://www.horseracingintfed.com/default.asp?section=racing&area=1
http://www.bloodhorse.com/horse-racing/thoroughbred/frosted/2012?source=BHonline
http://www.bloodhorse.com/horse-racing/thoroughbred/nyquist/2013?source=BHonline

