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NEWSLETTER, Thursday 15 September 2016 

Racing needs a dose of ‘balanced 
and considered’ policing 

LEADING Australian racing scribe Steve Moran, writ-
ing in anzbloodstocknews.com, makes a consid-
ered plea for balance among racing’s officials. 
 
It’s time to stop sweating the small stuff - to start from 
the premise that racing is inherently crooked is 
wrong, he argues. 
 
OK, I’m being a touch facetious but not entirely flip-
pant. Like it or not, justified or not - that question has 
been the standing joke among industry participants, 
especially in Victoria, over the past two years.  It 
seems that every bit of racing’s dirty linen gets a pub-
lic hearing and often via industry leaks. It’s a funny 
thing integrity! Bit like children perhaps. Ought to be 
seen (to be done) but not heard.  
 
While there are, of course, no degrees of honesty or 
integrity the racing game has a multitude of grey ar-
eas which need balanced and considered policing. 
After all, nobody genuinely believes that every stay-
ing horse resuming in the spring is genuinely comply-
ing with AR 135 (a) and (b) that “Every horse shall  
be run on its merits.....and the rider of every horse 
shall take all reasonable and permissible measures 
throughout the race to ensure that his horse is given 

full opportunity to win or to  obtain the best possi-
ble place in the field.” 
 
Naturally, the racing game (and the massive wa-
gering which accompanies it) demands that things 
Are seen to be above board.  Breaches of integrity 
have to be investigated and prosecuted when ap-
propriate. But at what  cost, financially and in 
terms of damage to the industry’s reputation? 
 

I can’t help but think that it’s time the 
industry collectively took one big deep 
breath and carefully consider that 
need for ‘balanced and considered po-
licing.’ 
 
Call me naive but I have no concerns that our 
game is poisoned by endemic cheating or corrup-
tion. I’m pretty sure, from years of race day inter-
action, that the punt is not the raison d’etre for the 
Majority of trainers, especially those at the top end 
of the game.  
 
Of course, I am not so naive as to think that noth-

ing untoward ever happens. And I certainly make  

http://www.anzbloodstocknews.com/
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no judgment on the wisdom of any specific, major 
prosecutions of late as I am not privy to all the in-
formation stewards may hold.  
 
However, I do note that Racing Victoria’s legal 
costs more than doubled to $2,380,000 in 2015, 
from $1,020,000 in 2014. Goodness knows what 
that figure will be in 2016 and 2017 given the on-
going cobalt cases. Racing NSW, incidentally, 
spent just $87,366 on legal fees in 2015.  
 
I’ll admit I’m illiterate when it comes to corporate 
and financial affairs and maybe a $2,380,000 legal 
bill, amid awkward times, is not massive for an or-
ganisation of RV’s size but obviously if it were 
eliminated there’d be almost $25,000 extra which 
could be added to the prize money on 100 races. 
 

I believe there is also a strong view 
among industry participants that our 
‘police’ ought not sweat the small stuff.  
 
Did the likes of Sarah Moody and Manny Gelagotis 
really need to be fined for what were deemed to be 
inappropriate tweets and comments - especially 
given the further costs incurred when Gelagotis 
appealed the decision and the negative publicity 
both cases generated? 
 
A view that common sense was not applied when 
Platelet (Strategic) was scratched from the Darley 
Classic (Gr 1, 1200m) because of an incorrect sta-
ble return or that El Roca (Fastnet Rock), in Syd-
ney, was taken out of the Hobartville Stakes (Gr 2, 
1400m) because of a misunderstanding of the 
rules which loosely centred on the horse having 
the equivalent of Gatorade. 
 
A view that too many rules have been amended 
with a complete disregard for common sense, par-
ticularly with many very  minor treatments within 24 
hours of a race and mandatory minimum penalties. 

That the whip rule is unwieldy and unworkable 
and unnecessary and simply provides ammuni-
tion for  racing’s detractors.   
 
That  Racing Australia’s bid to  have all  breeders   
under   its   control  is  unnecessary. Regulation   
for  the sake of regulation and also likely to be 
costly. 

 
All I’m saying is that  not  all  is  rotten   
in  the  state  of  racing,  so I would  
hope the regulators are not starting 
from that premise. 
 
That  greater  collaboration  with  trainers  on  the  
rules  of  racing  is  advisable  and  that  the  im-
position  of  penalties should  be  applied   in   the   
most   cost-effective   manner.    
 
There  is  a sense  of  frustration out there  which   
administrators would be  unwise to  ignore if for 
no other reason than their own tenure. 

Author STEVE MORAN lives in Melbourne, Austra-
lia. He is a regular visitor to South Africa. 

https://tellytrack.com/
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TURF TALK CLASSIFIEDS 

TOP RATES! 
 

PLEASE CONTACT JO ON 
083 399 6353;  

OR JUSTINE ON  
084 922 2241  

 

 

   FOLLOW US           
   on TWITTER 
   @turftalk1

So Mi Dar starts on a high 

note after injury 

HAVING been forced to miss the Oaks after sustaining an injury shortly 
after her victory in the Musidora back in May, the John Gosden-trained 
three-year-old So Mi Dar defied an 8lb penalty for that success when 
making a triumphant return in the Listed event under Frankie Dettori vic-
tory in the EBF Stallions John Musker Fillies' Stakes at Yarmouth, 
Wednesday. 

While the prospects of Classic glory may have been and gone, dreams of 
fulfilling some top-level engagements moved a step nearer for So Mi Dar 
after she made it four wins from as many starts . 

Following the pacesetting Arabian Queen, the 11-8 favourite breezed 
past last year's Juddmonte International winner before finding more than 
enough to hold the late charge of Nezwaah by half a length. 

 
Following the race, Paddy Power trimmed So Mi Dar in to 9-2 from 13-2 
for the Prix de l'Opera and to 3-1 from 7s for the British Champions Fil-
lies' & Mares' contest at Ascot. 

Gosden is in America, but his wife Rachel Hood said: "That's exactly 
what we hoped for and we're extremely pleased with that. John has been 
on the phone from Kentucky and he was pleased. She's enjoyed being at 
the races and Frankie did a perfect job and the owners are happy they've 
seen her do that. The thoughts are we wanted to get her back on track, 
she's done it well and will hopefully come on a lot for that." 

Owner Lady Lloyd Webber said: "I think we have to look at Chantilly (Prix 
de l'Opera) and Champions Day. We love Yarmouth, though, and will 
celebrate Yarmouth today. 

"Chantilly seems a long way off but it will soon be here. It would be fairly 
bullish to go for the main event (Prix de l'Arc de Triomphe) and we'll 
probably stick against her own sex." - from Racing UK. 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tba.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://klawervlei.co.za/stallion/coup-de-grace
https://twitter.com/turftalk1
https://klawervlei.co.za/
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Two 28-horse races in 
build-up for ‘Heritage’ 

 
THE last two races at the Vaal next Tuesday, 20 
September, will field 28 runners. This will be 
staged as part of the build-up to The Grand Heri-
tage next month. 
 
The much-anticipated R750,000 affair will be run 
over 1475m at the same venue on 1 October. 
Three further supporting features, which are also 
set to host big fields, will supplement the day’s 
programme. 
 
The last two races on the 20 September, a FM 64 
1400m Handicap and a Maiden Plate over 1400m 
for three-year-old fillies, will add to the build-up 
towards The Grand Heritage and will invoke 
memories of the Vaal straight course in its original 

configuration.-tt 

THE dude with the green glasses is none other than 
Capetonian Bernard Fayd’Herbe, on his way to the beach 
in Mauritius with girlfriend  Roxy to celebrate his birthday 
on Wednesday. 
 
“I am 35 going on 21!” enthused Bernard, who is clearly 
loving the island life. 
 
South Africa’s leading heavyweight jockey for many years, 
Bernard has ridden11 winners from 50 rides for trainer 
Gilbert Rousset in Mauritius in a short spell so far. –tt 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/

