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NEWSLETTER, Friday, 9 September 2016 

Smart Call is on target for Sun Chariot 

Smart Call, lean and mean. 

TRAINER Alec Laird, speaking to Tom Stanley of 
Racing UK at Abington Place, Newmarket, ear-
lier this week, said that he was looking forward to 
the start of five-year-old mare’s Smart Call’s 
campaign, that starts with the Sun Chariot 
Stakes at The Rowley Mile on 1 October. 
 

“She’s tightened up and she has a 
nice sheen to her coat. When she ar-
rived here from her spell in quaran-
tine in Mauritius she had a bit of a 
coat, out of season, but we clipped 
her and she’s looking good. 

“Mauritius has a small hacking track so we could-
n’t do much work, she arrived here probably 
50%, but she had a lovely holiday and she’s do-
ing well.” 
 
Asked about Smart Call’s success in the 2016 

J&B Met, Laird said: “We expected a big run, but 

we didn’t think she’d win like that.  

It was her first time against the colts and the sec-

ond horse was voted Horse Of The Year. So 

she’s the best horse to come out of South Africa 

this year. She’s the best filly I’ve trained, perhaps 

even the best horse I’ve trained.” 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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Laird said that the Sun Chariot was “a good start-
ing point” for Smart Call en route to the Breeders’ 
Cup on 5 November. “She won both her starts 
over 2000m and on her pedigree and the way she 
won she’ll get a mile-and-a-half. 
 
“The Sun Chariot will be Smart Call’s first run over 
the straight mile, she may be a bit strong and 
fresh but it will be interesting to see how she 
shapes against the English runners.” 
 
He remained confident that Jessica Slack’s mare 

will come through her test with flying colours and 

said: “She’s special. She’s a big girl, she’s confi-

dent!” - tt 
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‘Douglas Mac’ set for 
return to racing 

 
LEADING Investec Derby contender Douglas Mac-
arthur, who is part-owned by South Africa’s Markus 
Jooste, could return to action in the Willis Towers 
Watson Champions Juvenile Stakes at Leop-
ardstown on Saturday. 
 
His trainer Aidan O'Brien has dominated the Group 
Three mile contest, winning the last six renewals, 
including with subsequent Derby hero Australia in 
2013. 
 
Douglas Macarthur, a son of Galileo, came forward 
markedly from his racecourse bow to impress in 
winning over the course and distance in July. 
 
He shares favouritism for Epsom with some firms 
alongside stablemate Capri, who also features in 
the possible 11-strong field. Another Galileo colt, 
he has won two of his three starts, most recently in 

the Listed Canford Cliffs Stakes at Tipperary. –tt 

https://tellytrack.com/
http://capethorougbredsales.com/
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Kangaroo Jack. 

Kangaroo Jack to go for 
Joburg Spring Challenge 

 
GARY Alexander’s Querari gelding Kangaroo Jack has been 
awarded a 113 merit rating by the handicappers after his cosy win 
of the Gr 3 Spring Spree Stakes over 1200m on the Turffontein In-
side track on Saturday, but despite the speed he has shown in his 
last two starts the yard will not be limiting his program to sprints. 
 
Alexander said he had always been of the belief a horse with as 
much speed as Kangaroo Jack would not stay a true mile, but he 
revealed stable jockey Andrew Fortune was convinced he would 
get a mile and he said he had to respect the opinion of such an ex-
perienced rider. 
 
The big sprints like the Gr 1 Computaform Sprint would likely be on 
his program and possibly the Gr 1 Betting World Cape Flying 
Championships too. 
 
However, his next race is likely to be the Gr 2 Joburg Spring Chal-
lenge over 1450m on the Turffontein Inside Track on October 8. 
 
Mile races like the Peermont Emperor’s Palace Charity Mile would 
be considered, although Alexander would prefer to aim him at the 
Gr 1 weight for age miles like the L’Ormarin’s Queen’s Plate and Gr 
1 HF Oppenheimer Horse Chestnut Stakes where he would not 
have to give lumps of weight away. 
 
He said, “Most sprinters just want to jump and go but he drops the 
bit immediately.” 
 
The ease with which he settles and his relaxed style of running are 
the chief reasons Fortune believes he will get the mile. 
 
Alexander said Kangaroo Jack was quite small but was supple, well 
put together and had a nice quarter and was quite muscular, so 
was more of a “sprinting type” conformation-wise. - Gold Circle 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tba.co.za/
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