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NEWSLETTER, Thursday, 8 September 2016 

 

Evergreen VAR has nine at CTS R2R 

 

VAR: Nine at R2R Sale. 

AVONTUUR Stud's top class resident sire Var had yet another eye catching first timer at Scottsville on 
Wednesday. This time it was Var’s daughter Sommerlied (bred and owned by Maine Chance Farms) who 
obliged. 

Trained by Dennis Drier (who is no stranger to training top class offspring of Var), Sommerlied was all the 
rage and jumped a well backed 13-10 shot for a maiden plate for fillies and mares over 1000m. The 3yo 
duly obliged and stayed on strongly to hold off a late challenge from the blue blooded Bernardini filly Bibli-
cal Susan and win by half a length. 

Her sire Var has enjoyed a cracking start to the 2016-2017 racing season and recently enjoyed a treble of 
winners at the Vaal. 

Var also has some very exciting three-year-olds to his credit this season, headed by the undefeated G2 
The Debutante winner A Womens Way, as well as Listed Ruffian Stakes winner Exquisite Touch (a winner 
of two of just three starts), and G1 SA Nursery runner up Rivarine. 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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The sire of more than 70 black type 
performers (of which 18 are G1 per-
formers), Var has nine lots on offer at 
next month’s CTS Ready To Run Sale 
Presented by Lanzerac Hotel & Spa. 

They include: 

Lot 12 –a colt out of G2 Debutante winner 
Rambo’s Love, from the family of Australian 
champion Atlantic Jewel and G1 winning sprinter 
King’s Apostle 

Lot 22 –a colt out of G3 Three Troikas Stakes win-
ner Sharp Mistress 

Lot 82 –a half brother to nine winners including ill-
fated G1 SA Classic hero Divine Jury and top 
sprinter and young sire Divine Jet 

Lot 116 –a half brother to G1 winner Ivory Trail. -tt 

Varsfontein Stud-bred Need To Know is one of 
16 thoroughbreds entered in the inaugural 
Keeneland Korea Cup at Seoul Racetrack this 
Sunday. 

The Korea Cup will be run over 1800m on sand 
for a purse of a billion Korean Won 
(approximately R13-million) and forms part of a 
strong international card, which also features the 
Keeneland Korea Sprint. 

The race has attracted horses from all over the 
world – the UK, France, UAE, Japan and Singa-
pore are likely to be represented. 

Need To Know, trained by Ali Rashid Al Rayhi 
and the sole representative in the race for the 
UAE, was a R950,000 purchase at the 2010 Em-
perors Palace National Yearling Sale. 

Currently owned by Sheikh Mansoor bin Moham-
med Al Maktoum, the gelding won four times in 
Dubai with his victories coming from 1200m to 
1600m. 

A son of now-deceased sire Western Winter, a 
former triple champion sire in South Africa, Need 
To Know is out of former Equus champion mare 

Promisefrommyheart. –tt 

SA-bred entered for 
Korea Cup 

https://tellytrack.com/
http://capethorougbredsales.com/
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Talented Sharon Kotzen hopes 
to run  boutique string in PE 

 

 
SHARON Kotzen, assistant-trainer to veteran Ormond Ferraris for 
14 years, has taken out a trainer’s licence and has had her first run-
ners in Port Elizabeth.  
 
While Kotzen is hoping eventually to put together a boutique string 
of around 25 to 30 horses – “a nice manageable size with quality 
rather than quantity” – she is starting small with 12 boxes leased 
from Grant Paddock. 

“There’s nothing available at Fairview, so I’m taking baby steps,” 
she said. “Grant has been a great friend and a big help. Without him 
it would have been much more difficult. He helped me settle in and 
showed me the ropes – and he’s allowing me to use his facilities. I’m 
very grateful to him.” 

Kotzen could not have had a better grounding in horseracing. 

Born in Bulawayo on 19 January 1967 and brought up in Mpuma-
langa from the age of five, her mentors were Hans Steyn, former 
champion jockey and respected trainer James Maree and Ormond 
Ferraris, who also trained his son David, a former champion trainer 
in SA, and world-renowned Mike de Kock. 
 
“I learnt a lot from my three mentors,” Kotzen said. “There is no bet-
ter horseman than Mr Maree, especially with difficult horses. His 
handling and riding are brilliant. 

“As for Mr Ferraris, most trainers still have to learn what he’s forgot-
ten. It was a real privilege working for him. He’s a master in under-
standing a horse and getting it to peak at the right time. That’s what 
he specialises in. He gets his horses to blossom. He’s fantastic – he 
knows when to ease back and when to stress them a little bit. It was 
amazing to be part of it. - Racing Express. 

Stipendiary Steward suspended 
pending inquiry 

 
 
THE National Horseracing Authority confirms that an inquiry has 
been opened into the circumstances surrounding the decision taken 
by the Objection Board, that officiated on an incident that occurred 
during the running of Race 1 on Saturday, 3 September at Turffon-
tein Racecourse. 
 
In this regard, the Chairman of the Objection Board, Mr Thulani 
Khanyile, has been suspended with immediate effect, pending the 
outcome of the inquiry, which will be held at the Head Office at 

Turffontein Racecourse on Monday, 12 September 2016. -tt 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tba.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://klawervlei.co.za/stallion/coup-de-grace
https://twitter.com/turftalk1
https://klawervlei.co.za/

