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NEWSLETTER, Thursday, 1 September 2016 

Coffee with David Safi 
DAVID Safi founded Formgrids way back in 2004 
– with the growth of racing online it has become 
a free online database serious South African 
form students cannot do without, with interna-
tional users coming on board every day. 
 
We caught up with David at Tex Lerena’s Grilled 
Cafe in Johannesburg on Wednesday – he’s one 
of South Africa’s best known racing personalities, 
a fanatic of the sport from an early age and to-
day, at 56, driven by the same deep love and 
respect for the game that brought him to the 
racetrack as a teenager. 
 
“When you grow up in racing, captivated by all is 
aspects, you start socialising with racing people 
and soon the sport becomes a part of your exis-

tence,” he says. “So much has changed in the 
game over the last 20 years, I haven’t agreed with 
everything but in essence my fondness for the 
game is still the same. 
 
“Every day I get up, I live for racing, and I have a 
handful of friends who are the same. We study form 
every day, we have bets every day, we watch rac-
ing every day, around the world.   
 
“It still brings the same excitement and once in your 
blood it never leaves. Nothing gives me more 
pleasure than predicting the possible result of a 
race based on form factors.” 
 
An avid student of collateral form, Safi devised 

Formgrids to make things easier for Joe Punter.  

http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.formgrids.co.za
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Praised by most of racing’s bigwigs in South Af-
rica today, the site covers everything from de-
tailed, colour-coded race cards to results to breed-
ing, with every detail in between, and it is still a 
work in progress. 
 
“The basic premise was always to show the collat-
eral lines of form of all horses competing against 
each other at different times, in an easy and ac-
cessible manner.  It’s the easiest and most consis-
tent way of finding winners. Back in 2004 I hired 
Wolfgang Workinger, a top software programmer, 
and we tweaked and tested and launched Form-
grids and we kept on developing it to what it is 
today. 
 

Racing continues to produce top 
horses, trainers and jockeys. We have 
so much talent here, Gavin Lerena for 
example, and we must nurture it and 
keep the spirit of racing alive,” he 
says. 
 
“I funded everything myself, over the years I tried 
to get support and we have some industry backing 
now, but not near enough, most of it still comes 
from my pocket, including support of my staff. 
Wolfgang was a fantastic developer, he actually 
found a top job in Los Angeles as a direct result of 
his work on Formgrids, and he is based there now 
and has never looked back. 
 
“For the rest of us, it’s a labour of love and I’ve 
accepted that because Formgrids is racing and 
racing is my life, it will never change. I’ve cut my 
cloth to adapt to changes, we work alongside the 
industry and that’s the way it will be.  At times I’ve 
had interest from overseas and some local inter-
est from investors, but nothing ever came of it.  
There are people who like to trim gardens instead 
of watering them. 
 
David shows his Google Analytics for Formgrids – 
reflecting up to 100 users online every few seonds 
– that can go up to near 6,000 when big races like 
the Durban July come along. He only integrated 
website analytics in 2008, but since then it shows 
an astonishing 92-million page views, with an av-
erage online time spent of 14 minutes per user. 
 
“Our success is in our figures, it shows. Where 
else do you get a company director, for example, 
who can talk to so many people at once, all the 
time.  

 We’re spending more money on development 
now. As good as Wolfgang’s software was 12 
years ago, it has become outdated and we’re 
streamlining things to make everything even 
better and easier, also for us working on the 
back end.” 
 
David has fond memories of the departed idols 
of the racing world, like Gerald Turner, Roy Curl-
ing and Martin Schoeman, and he has many 
interesting tales to tell from years gone by. It’s 
always a pleasure spending some time with a 
real racing fundi, someone who has given his 
life to the game and continues to support it, 
every day. 
 
“Racing continues to produce top horses, train-

ers and jockeys. We have so much talent here, 

Gavin Lerena for example, and we must nurture 

it and keep the spirit of racing alive,” he says. 

‘Duke’ could have 
a Cup runner 

 
DRAKENSTEIN Stud’s resident sire Duke Of 
Marmalade could, for a second year in a row, 
be represented by a runner in one of the 
world’s greatest horse racing attractions. 
 
Duke Of Marmalade’s gallant son Big Orange, 
who finished a cracking fifth in the same race 
12 months earlier, is among the early entries 
for the 2016 G1 Emirates Melbourne Cup at 
Flemington on 1 November – the race which 
stops a nation! 
 
Big Orange, who recently scored repeat wins 
in both the G2 Princess Of Wales’s Arqana 
Racing Club Stakes and G2 Qatar Goodwood 
Cup, is one of 31 entries for the big race, with 
other notable entrants including G1 Irish St 
Leger/Gold Cup hero Order Of St George, 
former winners Protectionist and Prince Of 
Penzance, and the G1 winners Gallante, 
Jameka, Our Ivanhowe, Preferment, Provoca-
tive, Tarzino, Tavago and The United States. 
 
To date, Big Orange has won seven times 
(and earned more than £760 000 in prize 
money), with his other notable victories in-
cluding a pair of Listed features. - Cape 
Breeders. 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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083 399 6353;  
OR JUSTINE ON  
084 922 2241  

Extravaganza planned for Turffontein 
 
THIS November, the grand and historic Turffontein Racecourse will be 
transformed into a theatrical wonderland with the launch of the first ever 
SA Equinity extravaganza – Illuminessence. 
 

For the first time ever on 10 November, Turffontein 
Racecourse will host a lavish and sophisticated night-
time race event known as Equinity. 
 
Equinity is an extravagant show and performance, built around, and in-
corporated into, night-time horseracing. This world-class entertainment 
will include aerial acts and purpose-built sets to create a mystical world, 
with an extraordinary audio-visual production to enthral crowds after the 
final race. 
 
“We believe we can surprise and create awe through what we do. We 
take people on an emotional journey using music, entertainment, cui-
sine, performance, art. And we will do this where you would least expect 
it – under the stars at night-time horseracing,” says Angus Campbell, 
CEO of Events Management Company Campbell and Campbell. 

 
Using the powerful energy of thoroughbred racehorses as a backdrop, 
Equinity will be a spectacular journey, which will begin with a fine-dining 
experience and culminate in these extraordinary performances. 
 
Equinity inverts every element of the traditional horserace experience, 
as guests become participants, rather than mere spectators. Visitors 
can take part in exciting themes, interact through dress-up, and continu-
ally discover new elements. 
 
Each year a new themed show will transforms grand, historic, horserac-
ing arenas into an interactive, experiential fantasyland. Vivid and eclec-
tic lighting shows, amplified sounds, and performances will be curated to 
deliver a powerful experience. 
 
“We are very excited to be the first to host Equinity in South Africa and 
cannot wait to show a new audience the beauty and intensity of racing 
when they experience this event for the first time,” adds Clyde Basel, 
Racing Executive at Phumelela Gaming and Leisure Limited. – Racing! 
It’s A Rush. 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tba.co.za/
http://www.allanbloodlines.com/downloads/FENCING_MASTER_Racehorse_June2016.jpg
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://klawervlei.co.za/stallion/coup-de-grace

