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She said: “It is surreal,”  

 

She described her father and training partner 

Harold Crawford’s reaction: “He was very  

emotional, he never thought he would even 

have a July runner and I loved it that I could 

share this win with him.” 

 

The Crawford/Rix yard became the first small 

yard to win the big race since Mauritian-born 

KZN trainer Pat Antelme’s win with Gondolier 

in 1985. 

 

To underline how massive an achievement it is, 

only five trainers who could be considered to 

be “small yard” had previously gained a place 

in the July this century, St. John Gray, Colin 

Lee, Stan Elley, Tyrone Zackey and Weiho 

Marwing.  

 

Michelle said jockey Gavin Lerena had planned 

as long as eight days before the race to slot in 

behind Do It Again from their draw of 18 out of 

18. He duly found cover behind him in the back 

straight. 

 

However, he was then shuffled outward round-

ing the Drill Hall and found himself without  

cover. 

 

Michelle said: “You would think I would have 

then have been worried but I (to Page 2) 

VODACOM DURBAN JULY hero Kommetdieding headed back to Cape 

Town on Tuesday and trainer Michelle Rix said reality might finally sink 

in when she gets home.   

“It’s Surreal” says Michelle 
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wasn’t because Gavin had taken a lot of time to 

know the horse and we had also made sure the 

horse had gone into the race fit enough to  

handle it.” 

 

Lerena travelled down to KZN four times to ride 

Kommetdieding including in the official July  

gallops. 

 

Michelle continued, “Billy Jacobson was riding 

him work regularly too and when you have  

confidence coming from two jockeys it is  

definitely an asset.” 

 

She continued, “Kommetdieding has an  

incredible turn of foot and it is instantaneous 

and Gavin knew he had to use it at exactly the 

right time. This horse also loves to be around 

horses too because he loves a challenge so I 

knew he was better than his runs in the WSB 

Guineas and Daily News 2000 where he ran on 

his own on the outside and then on the inside.” 

 

Kommetdieding was allowed to make up the 

ground steadily while racing wide from the Drill 

Hall onward. 

 

Lerena’s astutely drew alongside Do It Again as 

they approached the straight and this led to this 

dangerous contestant being stuck in a pocket 

for much of the straight.  

 

Lerena then got onto the back of Sovereign 

Spirit and got the sling shot effect as he spun 

off the latter’s heels. 

 

He only produced the whip at the 200m mark, 

by which stage his twice conqueror Linebacker 

had ranged alongside him on the inside and the 

favourite Got The Greenlight was moving up on 

his outside. 

 

As Rix had foreseen the response was  

instantaneous and he stole a narrow but  

important advantage on Linebacker. With two 

challengers on either side of him he was never 

going to be beaten from then onward due to the 

size of his heart and having been produced to 

his absolute peak. Lerena also produced a text 

book, lightning quick change of whip hand at 

the 100m mark to prompt a change of leg thus 

ensuring there would be no fatigue effecting his 

mount. The three-year-old Elusive Fort colt won 

full of running. 

 

Harold Crawford took out his license in 1976 

and this was his yard’s first ever Grade 1  

winner. Michelle worked for four years with 

trainer Andre Heyns before becoming an  

assistant to her father and they became an offi-

cial partnership in August 2019. They were both 

at the Klawervlei farm sale of 2019 but it was 

Harold who spotted Kommetdieding. 

 

Michelle said: “He saw something he liked.” 

 

Kommetdieding’s Captain Al dam Adorable was 

a Listed runner up and although she had not 

produced much to date she is out of Russian 

Fox mare who was a half-sister to the dam of 

the Captain Al three-time Grade 1 winner  

Captain America. 

 

Michelle in fact advised John Koster of 

Klawervlei not to sell Adorable after  

Kommetdieding had begun displaying promise 

but he unfortunately did not heed the advice. 

Koster must be rueing this decision especially 

as Kommetdieding’s Querari half-brother won 

easily second time out at Turffontein Inside  

yesterday, fittingly under Lerena. 

 

Kommetdieding was not a flashy purchase 

coming off a farm sale but is soon became 

quickly apparent he was something  

special. Owner Ashwin Reynolds took an  

immediate liking to “Oom Harold” when first 

meeting him and has thus thrown a lot of  

support into the yard. Crawford and Rix’s hard 

work paid off this SA Champions Season and 

they are likely to gain further support after con-

verting a nice story into a rags-to-riches  

fairytale.  

goldcircle.co.za-David Thiselton       

“It’s Surreal”says Michelle-from Page 1 
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Hello Winter Hello, the top-level 
sprinter, is one of the main  
attractions at next week’s CTS  
Select Fillies For Stud Sale to be 
conducted online via the Meerkat  
Platform. 
 

The Adam Marcus-trained (right) daughter of 
What A Winter shows a career record of five 
wins from 15 starts including the Listed Olympic 
Duel Stakes (main pic) and the Listed  
Laisserfaire Stakes at Kenilworth (above).  

She also ran star sprinter Rio Querari to 1.75 
lengths when placed second in the G2 Diadem 
Stakes and ahead of Kasimir, Bold Respect 
and Elusive Trader. 
 
Hello Winter Hello’s dam, I’m Like Hello, was a 
good sprinter herself, winning the Gr3 Cham-
pagne Stales and the pedigree includes  
Jumpupandkissme (Champion 2-y-o filly of 
1990/1) and further back to Durban July  
runner-up, Simon Magus. 
 
For more information, please contact:  
Grant Knowles CTS MD 082 882 9774  

Say Hello to star of Winter mare sale 
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Turf Talk have been reliably informed that  
yesterday’s cover story about the close race 
for the Equus Owners Title inadvertently 
gave a false impression. 
 
Apparently restricted races (usually only for 
horses from a particular sale) are NOT included 
for the purposes of the title.  
 
But if you go into the NHA website it defaults to 
including restricted races for owner stats hence 
the confusion.  
 
Anyway without including the sales races the 
race is much closer. (Stats including  
yesterday’s Kenilworth meeting) 
 
Name              Runs Wins/Win%   Stakes 

Mr C J H van Niekerk 513   55  10.7   4,737,900 

Mrs S Viljoen              702   60    8.5   4,706,300 

Drakenstein Stud        405   65 16.0   4,633,975 

 
This means that Mrs Suzette Viljoen has an 
even better chance of winning the title only 

three and a half years after buying her first 
racehorse, which will surely be a record. But 
previous champions Chris van Niekerk and 
Drakenstein are firmly in the mix as well. –tt 
 

Owners Title race even closer 
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The Gold Cup has a brand new sponsor –  
Marshalls World of Sport. The KZN based 
bookmaker has signed a four-year naming 
rights sponsorship deal for the Gold Cup 
and the Festival of Racing.  
 
Representing Marshalls World of Sport, Taffy 
Mukeredzi, said that this was a way for MWOS 
to contribute to the horseracing industry  
especially during these difficult times. The four-
year sponsorship will also cover the 60th year 
celebration for Marshalls World of Sport after 

the late John Marshall opened his first betting 
operation in 1963. 
 
This year the Marshalls World of Sport Festival 
of Racing will take place on Saturday, 31 July, 
and fittingly will bring the 2020/2021 South Afri-
can Racing Season to a close, featuring the 
MWOS Gold Cup and four Grade 1 races, all of 
which will have a significant effect on the  
outcome of the Equus Awards for this season. 
 
  

Marshalls new sponsors of Gold Cup  

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 
Paths Of Victory wins in 2020 Pic:Candiese Lenferna. 

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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Pic-Candiese Lenferna. 
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In December 2020, Racing SA announced a 
major coup for South Australian racing with 
the impending relocation of South African 
training duo Gary and Dean Alexander. 
 
(Note: in this context SA=South Australia) 
 
Things are about to start happening, with the 
pair just out of quarantine after completing their 
mandatory COVID-19 requirements in  
Australia. 
 
The brothers will eventually be based at the 
Gifford Hills Murray Bridge Racecourse once the on-course stabling facilities are built at that  
venue, however, for the time being Morphettville (in Adelaide-tt) will be their home and it is  
understood they have organised stabling for a small team at the headquarters of SA racing. 
 
Gary Alexander was granted his training licence in 1982, taking over the reins from his father  
Duncan, and he and younger brother Dean joined forces to be recognised as one of the most  
formidable stable outfits in South Africa. More than 100 Group and Listed race winners emerged 
from their Turffontein base and on two occasions they trained six winners in a day. Their arrival 
and impact on racing in SA is certain to create plenty of interest.     racing.com 

Not an announcement you are likely to see anywhere else in the world, 
but this was the situation at Capalaba in Brisbane recently.  
 
It was a greyhounds meeting, and a venomous reptile had manged to get into the starting  
mechanism the dogs are launched from, and could not be dislodged without summoning  
professional help. 
  
And since it was an evening meet, the rest of the programme was abandoned.  
You wouldn’t find me rushing to get involved either. -tt 

Alexander brothers about to hit Oz 

Meanwhile…...only in Australia 
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The 'Magic Man', Joao Moreira, says it's 
'mission complete' as he celebrates his 
fourth jockeys' title in the Asian racing hub 
of Hong Kong. 
 
Moreira was the champion jockey in his first 
three full seasons in Hong Kong but has had to 
play second fiddle to Australian Zac Purton in 
the past few seasons. 
 
"I've been sitting on the bench for the last three 
seasons, not being the champion jockey gave 
me such a big frustration, but it changed the 
feeling extremely when I got myself to this  
season and won the championship," Moreira 
said. 
 
"The feeling of it is great and the satisfaction, 
no doubt it's there, and as I said, it feels like 
mission complete.  
 
Compared to the last time I was champion, no 
doubt this one is much more meaningful. The 
last one, that was a classic case of three good 
seasons that I had, back-to-back." 
 
Moreira has had a phenomenal  
impact on Hong Kong racing.  
 
He holds the record for the most winners ridden 
in a season with 170, while earlier this season, 
he became just the third jockey in Hong Kong 
racing history to ride more than 1000 winners in 

the jurisdiction, joining Douglas Whyte and  
Purton. 
 
The Brazilian jockey joined the weighing room 
at Sha Tin in October 2013 after capturing four  
premierships in Singapore. 
 
"When I came over, I brought some new 
ways of riding, some different kind of  
tactics," Moreira said. 
 
"Of course, I was adapting myself to the new 
environment, but people were also having to try 
to adapt themselves to the new way of me  
riding, because the number of winners that I 
started having right away got them to start  
rethinking. 
 
"So all of a sudden, they adjust to the new way, 
they've learnt a lot from me, I've learnt a lot 
from them, and they've caught up, they've got 
to the same standard again that they were at 
before, winning as many or even more, all of 
the other riders, and we all had to lift." 
 
After a brief stint in Japan in 2018, Moreira  
returned to Hong Kong in December that year 
and up until this season, had been the runner 
up in the prestigious Hong Kong jockeys'  
premiership to Purton. 
 
While not wanting to downplay Purton's 
achievements, Moreira blames (to Page 14) 

Mission complete for Magic Man 
Pic-Racing Photos 
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

 himself for falling short in the jockeys' race in 
the past few seasons. 
 
"In the last three years that I wasn't champion, it 
was so obvious that I had the best chance of 
winning it, (better) than anyone else, and I was 
just not able to stay consistent all the way to the 
end," Moreira said. 
 
"I've made a few mistakes, like getting  
multiple suspensions, or choosing the 
wrong horses, which cost me a lot at the 
end of the season. 
 
"I found myself struggling to deal with the  
trainers at one stage, I got a lot of injuries, in 
particular, last season, there were injuries I had 
that people didn't even know about. 
 
"That got me cranky and disappointed and  
upset and not able to work properly, so a  
combination of factors got me to finish the sea-
son not as consistently, that cost me the  
championship. 

"Not taking the prize off Zac, who did in an 
amazing job in those seasons that he went past 
me. One season I was stable jockey (for John 
Size), I don't even consider that, he was always 
going to beat me. 
 
"But those two seasons that he beat me, I  
myself think that I probably cost myself (the 
premiership), and once again, not taking the 
credit off Zac, because don't forget he's a heavy 
jockey, he has a limited amount of rides in each 
race and he still did an amazing job to manage 
it all and succeed. 
 
"Don't take the prize away from him, but the 
mistakes I've made cost me and that feeling 
was very bad." 
 
Moreira will be looking to end the season on a 
high note as the champion this time. The last of 
88 meetings for the Hong Kong season takes 
place next Wednesday night at Happy Valley. 

 
racing.com 

Mission complete for Magic-from Pg 12  


