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 www.turftalk.co.za  / editor@turftalk.co.za      Friday 2 July, 2021 

The more religious bookmaker will deem this to 

mean that Tristful will beat ExpressfromtheUS 

and Matterhorn in Saturday’s 125th running of 

the Vodacom Durban July at Hollywoodbets 

Greyville. 

  

That would appear to be wishful thinking.  

 

The reality is that the finish is likely to be fought 

out by the principals in the betting market.  

 

They are Got The Greenlight, Linebacker, 

Rainbow Bridge, Belgarion, Rascallion,  

Kommetdieding and dual winner Do It Again. 

Both Linebacker and Rascallion are trained by 

69-year-old Vaughan Marshall, who is bidding 

for his first July win. 

 

As far back as February when he ran second in 

the Cape Derby, this column had been  

advocating each-way support of Rascallion as 

he looked likely to be the mount of  

winning-most July jockey Anton Marcus.  

(at 53kg?-tt ed) 

 

A knee injury has sidelined Marcus for this 

year’s race — the 20th sponsored by Vodacom 

— so the mount on Rascallion has gone to 

Sean Veale. (continues Page 2) 

 “There are first who shall be last and last who shall be first,” says 

Luke in Chapter XIII, verse 30, writes David Mollett.   

 Marshall to dominate 125th July 

Rascallion’s last win—a Graduation Plate on 30 August last year. MJ Byleveld was still riding then! Pic: Wayne Marks. 
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For those who took 4-1 a place back in  

February, it is hoped he will be at the top of his 

game on Saturday. 

 

Rascallion is the selection to beat home  

stablemate Linebacker, followed by Got The 

Greenlight and Belgarion. Marshall, who 

turns 70 next month, has an outstanding 

chance of winning his first July. 

 

Linebacker’s jockey Grant van Niekerk has an 

excellent strike-rate this term with 96 winners 

(up to June 22) from 434 mounts.  

 

If he gets Marshall’s runner home, the Captain 

Of All gelding will be following in the hoofprints 

of Legislate, who won the Cape Derby, KZN 

Guineas, Daily News and July in 2014. 

 

Linebacker will be going 2,200m for the first 

time and this writer’s view is that Rascallion was 

enjoying the final 100m of the Daily News more 

than his stablemate. Both three-year-olds have 

favourable draws. 

 

Got The Greenlight is a worthy favourite and, 

despite a wide draw, looks certain to give his 

supporters a great run for their money. His form 

this term stands up to the closest scrutiny and 

many racing fans would be delighted to see 

Muzi Yeni capture his first July. 

 

One can also say that the big race preparations 

of Rainbow Bridge and Do It Again have gone 

without a hitch, but both have historical  

obstacles to overcome. No six-year-old has won 

since Johnny Nicholson saddled Beau Art to 

win in 1980, and no horse has won the race 

three times. 

 

Trainers Harold Crawford and Michelle Rix must 

have cursed when Kommetdieding drew the 

widest gate, but Gavin Lerena has the talent to 

overcome this disadvantage. The big question 

is whether the colt will stay 2,200m, which he is 

trying for the first time. 

As pointed out in Business Day on Thursday, 

last year’s winner Belgarion might do better 

than many expect and a top-four finish is a  

distinct possibility. One has to like the fact that 

he arrives as a fresh horse, having contested 

only three races in 2021. 

 

The country’s two top jockeys, champion  

Warren Kennedy and champion-elect Lyle 

Hewitson, have stayed loyal to their stables and 

we will see whether this is a bridge too far for 

She’s A Keeper. Bookies believe it is, quoting 

the filly at 25-1. 

 

So who is the best outsider who might cause a 

huge upset? Tyrone Zackey has tread this path 

before and will be hoping for a top-six finish 

from Johnny Hero, but the joker in the pack 

could be Crown Towers. The Aussie-bred has 

found his best form in the past two months. 

 

The supporting feature — the grade 1 Garden 

Province Stakes — is being billed as the best 

race of the meeting and is considered a match 

between War Of Athena and Captain’s  

Ransom.  

Though this column’s vote goes to the latter, it 

might not be a bad idea to take a few exactas 

coupling Princess Calla (above) with the two 

fancied contenders. 

 

Some talented juveniles go to post in the grade 

2 Golden Horseshoe in which win and place 

support of Gallic Chief — stablemate of She’s A 

Keeper — is advised. (continues Page 4) 

Marshall to dominate July-from Page 1 
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https://media.capethoroughbredsales.com/renewal/FFS/2021/downloads/Catalogue.pdf
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The Vercingetorix gelding will love the step up 

to 1,400m, but a wide draw is a serious  

concern. 

 

All of Castletown, Waterberry Lane, Good  

Traveller, AJ’s Captain, Twice The Trip and  

Rollwiththepunches enter the equation so the 

trifecta should pay well. Roving Gallic Chief with 

these six runners will cost R90. 

 

Earlier in the meeting, War of Athena’s  

stablemate, Winter Renegade, looks another 

good mount for Yeni and, provided he can also 

overcome a wide draw, Hewitson has a big 

shout on William Robertson in the second. 

 

Punters should save some loot for Candice 

Dawson’s runner Approach Control in the last 

race on the card. The Randjesfontein trainer 

(above) has ended this meeting with a winner 

for the past two years. 

 

 Courtesy of Business Day 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

   

   

 

  

  

   

 

  

 

    

  

Marshall to dominate July-from Page 2 
         Molly’s Feature Selections 

 

Vodacom Durban July  

1 (6) Rascallion 2 (7) Linebacker 

3  (14) Got The Greenlight 4 (11) Belgarion 

Jonsson Workwear Garden Province 

1 (13) Captain’s Ransom 2 (1) War Of Athena 

3 (9) Princess Calla 4 (6) Chat Ching 

Hollywood Bets 2200 

1 (10) Silver Host 2. (9) Black Knap.  

3 (11) Flying Carpet. 4 (12) Tree Tumbo. 

Gold Vase 

1 (7) Smoking Hot. 2 (5) Dream Destiny.  

3 (3) Nebraas. 4 (16) Bayberry. 

Golden Slipper 

1 (8) Desert Miracle. 2 (3) Kailene.  

3 (1) Maryah. 4 (5) Eastern Belle. 

Golden Horseshoe 

1 (14) Gallic Chief. 2 (4) Castletown.  

3 (8) Waterberry Lane. 4 (2) Cavalier King. 

Post Merchants 

1 (3) MK’s Pride. 2 (9) Captain Tatters. 3 (11) 

Singforafa. 4 (2) Ultra Magnus. 

Compendium Insurance Brokers Handicap 

1 (9) Approach Control. 2 (8) Silver Operator.  

3 (12) Native Tongue. 4 (1) Cat Daddy. 

                    

 

 

                
Fixed odds for Vodacom July   
 
28-10 Got The Greenlight 
7-2     Linebacker 
6-1     Do It Again, Rainbow Bridge 
8-1     Rascallion 
12-1   Belgarion, Kommetdieding 
16-1   She’s A Keeper 
20-1   Sovereign Spirit 
40-1   Crown Towers, Nexus 
50-1   Cirillo, Shah Akbar 
66-1   Running Brave 
75-1   Expressfromtheus, Johnny Hero,  
          Matterhorn, Tristful 

gggaming.bet 
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ERIC SANDS’ only negative about Rainbow 
Bridge ahead of the Vodacom Durban July 
is the amount of weight he has to give all 
around and he said winning the big race for 
owning-and-breeding doyen Mike Rattray 
was more important than winning it for  
himself. 
 
He said: “I think so many people feel the same 
way. Mr Rattray bought the horse to win the 
July. He stuck his neck out and none of us 
could have foreseen the Covid-19 situation with 
the stakes.  
 
“It was a very wise buy in my opinion. It is very 
important for him to win it. He has a box  
overlooking the line and has won every big race 
in the country. What a way it will be to win the 
July this year. It will be a fairytale.” 
 
Rattray owns Rainbow Bridge together with his 
wife Norma and they will watch from home.  
Sands is happy with the six-year-old Ideal 
World gelding’s preparation, but was critical of 
the spacing of the feature race program this 
season.    
 
He said: “This is the best preparation he has 
had. He is also calmer these days when he 
gets off the float although a lot of that has to do 
with there being no crowds.” 

Rainbow Bridge has been known to be  
headstrong in races in the past, but since being 
partnered by Luke Ferraris has relaxed well in 
the running before using his fine turn of foot to 
mow the opposition down in effortless fashion. 
 
Sands said, “It is just a matter of how you ride 
him and the hands you have. If you are going to 
fight him he will travel but if you have kind 
hands he comes back to you. Luke suits him 
down to the ground. He has confidence in him, 
which is the biggest thing of all. For a jockey to 
have confidence in the horse’s ability and his 
well-being is a big plus.” 
 
Sands spoke about last year’s race and said: 
“We were in the right position … he was follow-
ing Golden Ducat one off the rail, but one horse 
began to fall back on Golden Ducat and he’s a 
big striding horse so to stop clipping heels he 
had to move out. So he took off and Rainbow 
followed him, so basically, no fault of the  
jockeys, they got there too soon.” 
 
It is well documented that Rainbow Bridge  
covered the first 2000m of that race in a time 
slightly quicker than the course record for 
2000m, so ultimately went way too fast.  
Sands said he and Ferraris had already  
discussed this year’s race in detail and would 
do so again. (continues Page 8) 

Sands wants it ‘for Mr Rattray’ 

Pic-Candiese Lenferna. 
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Pic-Candiese Lenferna. 
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

He said, “We will analyse where everybody is 
going to sit according to their history and their 
jockeys and draws and will take it from there.” 
 
Sands felt the handicappers had tried to “play 
catch up” after Got The Greenlight’s win in the 
Premier’s Champions Challenge and  
believed  Joe Soma did the right thing to  
appeal. However, the successful appeal has left 
the five-time Grade 1 winner merit rated only 
124, meaning Rainbow Bridge has to give him 
5kg.  
 
He said Got The Greenlight’s weight looks  
particularly advantageous when comparing him 

to Belgarion, who beat Got The Greenlight by 
just 0,75 lengths in last year’s July on 1,5kg 
better terms than weight for age and now has to 
give him 3kg. 
 
He didn’t feel Rainbow Bridge had been unduly  
punished and said, “He is just at a  
disadvantage because he is so consistent.” 
 
Sands said about the spacing of the program, 
“It was six weeks from the (IOS) Drill Hall to the 
(Hollywoodbets) Gold Challenge and then three 
weeks to the July and they then want you to 
gallop the horse in between.  
(continues Page 10) 

Sands wants it ‘for Mr Rattray’-from P6 

Eric Sands and Luke Ferraris celebrate their Cape Met win. Pic: Wayne Marks. 
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“He is not an easy horse to bring on the float, 
that is his biggest problem. He sweats a lot on 
the float and for any athlete losing that amount 
of fluids, electrolytes and saline has to take 
something out of you, so it is against the  
well-being of the horse.  
 
“I don’t see why he could not have just galloped 
at Summerveld. We’re looking at the  
Johannesburg horses on a video link, why not 
the same down here?  
 
“He is a public horse and is a fancied horse, 
you have to give him every opportunity. His 
second run after a layoff is always a little flat 
and last year the July was his second run but 
this year there was a six week gap between his 
first and second runs. Is the July now going to 
be his second run?  
 
“From his well-being point of view I think I can 
ignore that being the case, it is just that a four-
and-a-half to a five week gap is a lovely gap, 
there is no second run after a layoff syndrome 
with that.” 
 
Rainbow Bridge is hosed down upon arriving on 
course and whenever he begins sweating up 
thereafter. He is also hosed down just before 

saddling so his wet appearance in the parade 
ring is partly sweat but mainly water.  
 
Mike Rattray was given his first horse by his 
father as a three-year-old and went on to  
become a Springbok polo player. He also 
trained and rode a horse called Royal Dandy in 
Gymkhana racing events.  
 
He later became a Durban Turf Club chairman 
and then in the 1980s bought a sheep farm in 
Ceres and converted it into the highly  
successful thoroughbred stud farm,  
Lammerskraal, with the help of outstanding 
stud manager Sally Bruss.  
 
Rattray has had three seconds in the July, two 
with Lammerskraal home-breds—Celtic Grove 
in 2001 and Yard-Arm in 2003—and one with 
Rainbow Bridge two years ago.  
 
His Lammerskraal home-bred Jagged Ice was 
beaten less than half-a-length into third in 2007. 
He also has the honour of having owned the 
only odds-on favourite in July history,  
Yard-Arm, who finished a disappointing fifth at 
a starting price of 8/10 in 2004.  
 
goldcircle.co.za—David Thiselton  

Sands wants it ‘for Mr Rattray’–from Page 8 

Time for another big July upset?  

Dunford (20-1) narrowly defeats fellow outsider Silverpoint in the Vodacom July of 2005. 
Anton Marcus rode the diminutive gelding  at 52kg! (Topweight was still 58kg then)  
Only Pomodoro (28-1) has been returned at a longer price since, although The  
Conglomerate in 2016 was also a 20-1 shot.  
After fancied Snaith runners won the last three renewals, are we due for another roughie? 
She’s A Keeper (minor) and Nexus (major) would be my two most likelies. –tt ed.       
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JOHN Gosden reckons this year's Coral-
Eclipse (4:35pm Sat is 'one for the purists' 
as his star Mishriff takes on just three rivals. 
 
There has been plenty of disappointment 
among racing fans that such a prestigious race 
has attracted a four-runner field. 
 
But Gosden reckons it is a case of quality over 
quantity, as his multiple Group 1 winner goes 
head-to-head with top-class opposition in the 
shape of St Mark's Basilica and Addeybb. 
 
Gosden said: "He's not the highest-rated horse, 
Addeybb is rated 3lb higher officially. I know it's 
an elitist field but what people have to realise is 
that it's a lot of money to enter these races, a 
lot of money to stay in at the forfeit stage and 
it's a lot of money to confirm. 
 
"When you have the likes of the front three 
here, they are not easy to take on so I think a 
lot of people take that viewpoint. 
 
"Another thing for those criticising the small 
field to remember is the Prince of Wales's was 
only 16 days ago and I know from experience 
that it's very tough to come here after that. 
 
"For the purists this is the type of race they  
enjoy - and you'll probably find the outsider, 
El Drama, will come and do the lot of them!" 
 
Mishriff has done most of his winning overseas, 
claiming last year's French Derby before two 
huge paydays in Saudi Arabia and Dubai. 

But Gosden reckons the horse needs to win a 
big one in the UK before he is properly  
recognised as the best 10-furlong horse in the 
world. 
 
 He said: “I think that it is absolutely right (that 
he needs to win a British Group 1 to be one of 
the best mile and a quarter horses around)." 
 
He has done it in France and done it in the  
Middle East but he needs to do it in the UK. 
We’ve been happy with him. He trained nicely 
into the Saudi Cup and then flew home then 
had to train again for Sheema Classic. 
 
"He showed his versatility having to do a mile 
and an eighth on the dirt and a mile and a half 
on the turf. The idea was to freshen him up and 
give him every possible chance to come back in 
for our summer programme. We are starting 
him off here in the Coral-Eclipse which had 
been our plan for a long time. 
 
"I’ve been very happy with his preparation. He 
is not a horse I’ve taken away for a racecourse 
gallop as he has had enough travelling this year 
already.”        
 
Coral's Dave Stevens said: "Although there are 
only four runners lining up for this year's Coral-
Eclipse, it's not unusual for this race to feature 
a small field. And what's more important is the 
quality of the quartet, and in Mishriff, St Mark's 
Basilica and Addeybb, we have three multiple 
Group 1 winners taking each other on in a  
terrific clash of the generations."    thesun.co.uk 

Coral-Eclipse ‘one for the purists’ 
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Twelve well-bred and well-performed race 
fillies and mares have been entered for the 
CTS Select Fillies for Stud Online Sale, to be 
held via the Meerkat Platform, on Friday, 16 
July 2021 at 17h00.  
 
Alistair Cohen will assist as auctioneer. 
 

The small, high-quality line-up is packed with 
black type, and is headed by 2021 Vodacom 
Durban July contender Running Brave (above), 
who is reportedly back to her best and ready for 
a big run in the flagship race. 

Recent stakes winner Hello Winter Hello is  
another notable entry, alongside Gr1-placed 
Trickster, and multiple Graded-placed, Wisteria 
Walk. Sought-after Captain Al is represented by 
four-time winning sprinter, Alsflamingbeauty. 
The minimum price that will be accepted for any 
filly is R50,000.  
For more information, please contact:  
Grant Knowles CTS 
Managing Director 082 882 9774  
View Catalogue HERE  

Super 12 line up at Fillies For Stud    

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

https://media.capethoroughbredsales.com/renewal/FFS/2021/downloads/Catalogue.pdf
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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LAST CHANCE CTS July Comp 
Sadly the CTS Farm Sale competition proved 
far too difficult for Turf Talk readers, as  
nobody correctly picked the sale topper  
(or 2nd or 3rd highest priced for that  
matter!) 
 
But we are determined to give away that 
R3000 tote betting voucher, and are now  
running a Vodacom July competition which  
MUST BE WON.    
 
Just follow the listed easy steps.  
 
1) Study the field. 
2) Select your first two  past the post. 
3) Send your 1-2 SELECTIONS, NAME and  CONTACT NUMBER to  

editor@turftalk.co.za with subject line CTS JULY COMP  
 
If more than one person selects the winner (likely), whoever correctly 
predicts the exacta will win.  
 
If there is still more than one winner (unlikely) lots will be drawn. 
 
If nobody who tipped the winner gets second correct, whoever’s  
selection is closest to finishing second will win.  
SO SOMEBODY WILL WIN! Entries close 12 noon Saturday July 3.  
ONE ENTRY PER PERSON/EMAIL ADDRESS—Ed’s decision is final 


