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In terms of starting stalls the ‘average’ winner 

during that period has jumped from stall gate 

10,5.  

 

Since that position only exists in Harry Potter 

books, we will have to go for KZN’s best hope 

She’s A Keeper (10) or defending champion 

Belgarion (11).  

 

Soberingly for the many supporters of six-year-

old Rainbow Bridge, no horse drawn in pole 

position or aged more than five has won during 

this millennium. 

 

By contrast Dynasty (2003), Pomodoro (2012) 

and The Conglomerate (2016) have all  

triumphed from the widest draw, while  

Belgarion was one off the extreme outside a 

year ago. Supporters of Kommetdieding 

shouldn’t despair just yet. 

 

If betting is your thing, the shortest priced  

winner during that period was the great  

Dynasty (2003) who jumped at 14/10 (with 

plenty of my money). By contrast Pomodoro 

(2012) was the biggest outsider, and triumphed 

at 28/1 (with none of my money).    

 

The ‘typical’ winner odds wise has gone off at 

just over 9/1. At the time of writing  

gggaming.bet had Rascallion and Belgarion 

(both priced up at 8/1) closest to those odds, 

although a lot can change come race time. 

(continues Page 2)  

 A light-hearted number crunch of all Vodacom Durban July winners 

from the year 2000 produces some interesting facts, or damn lies and 

statistics depending on your viewpoint. 

Numbers give fav The Greenlight  
Belgarion defeats Got The Greenlight in 2020. Will the positions be reversed? 
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Pocket Power carried a sobering 60kg when 

unforgettably dead-heating with Dancer’s 

Daughter in 2008.  

 

As did Marinaresco (above) in 2017 (both  

ridden by Bernard Fayd’Herbe in the colours of 

Marsh Shirtliff) and Do It Again second time 

around in 2019.  

 

At the other end of the scale (pun intended) 

Grey’s Inn (2004) had a postage stamp 50kg 

when romping to victory (top weight was still 

58kg then).  

 

When weight is used as a factor, the average 

impost carried was 54.4kg. Which points us to 

Expressfromtheus and Sovereign Spirit (both 

54kg) or current favourite Got The Greenlight 

(55kg).  

 

The average age of a July winner during our 

chosen period is 3.6 years, which suggests we 

should be looking at either a three or four year 

old.  

 

In summary the statistical winner of the July 

this year is drawn around ten, aged three or 

four, carries about 54 or 55kg, and is priced 

up at around 9/1. 

 

Not surprisingly nothing matches all these  

criteria. But closest on profile are Belgarion and 

Got The Greenlight, with three out of four.  

 

But the favourite makes the best fit.  

 

Joe Soma’s 4-year-old colt is drawn fourteen 

(close enough)  and carries 55kg. Only his odds 

(currently 5/2) are ‘wrong’. And there will need 

to be something seriously amiss for him to drift 

to 9/1 by 3pm on Saturday!  

 

So the numbers (with a fair  bit of artistic  

license included) predict the same 1-2 as last 

year, but with the order reversed. Well, it’s  

better than throwing the bones!  -tt 

Numbers give fav Greenlight-from Page 1 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, FOR 
THE PRICE OF A FACE MASK! 

mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
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War Of Athena and Captain’s Ransom will 
be involved in the clash of the season on 
Vodacom Durban July day in the Grade 1 
Jonsson Workwear Garden Province Stakes 
and their respective connections spoke 
about the fillies in this Equus Three-Year-
Old Champion Filly tiebreaker.  
 
War Of Athena has a big draw advantage, 
jumping from pole position compared to  
Captain’s Ransom 13. 
 
War Of Athena’s trainer Paul Matchett said: 
“She is spot on and will travel down from  
Randjesfontein on Friday morning. She is a 
tough filly. The more you give her the more she 
seems to thrive, she likes to be kept busy and if 
I rested her, she would probably become bored. 
She is fit and well. I have a lot of respect for 
Captain’s Ransom, who is probably going over 
her best distance, she is a very good miler, but 
we have a draw advantage.” 
 
Captain’s Ransom’s trainer Justin Snaith said: 
“She is going well at home but the draw is a big 
concern. She is going to be flying home but is 
going to have to make up a lot of ground from 
that draw so we are going to need luck and we 
hope the race is not over by the time we come. 
We are just hoping for a positive run.” 
 
War Of Athena’s jockey Muzi Yeni said:  
“War Of Athena is coming down in trip but she 
is versatile and beat Anything Goes over a mile. 
She is in a great space and from draw one she 
has a massive chance; I think she is going to 
be hard to beat.” 
 
Captain’s Ransom’s jockey Richard Fourie 
said: “She is doing well but from a wide draw 

we have to try and beat War Of Athena who is 
very well prepped and fit and is drawn in pole. 
A lot will depend on the pace too. If it is slow it 
will be even more suited to War Of Athena. We 
have our work cut out and it might be a false 
result. If they had been drawn next to each oth-
er it would give a better indication of who the 
better filly is. War Of Athena might beat us this 
time but we will meet again.” 
 
War Of Athena is owned by Roy Wentzel and 
Rose Waterman-Wentzel and the latter said, 
“Paul and Muzi are very pleased with her, she 
seems to get stronger and faster all the time 
and the more she does the more she seems to 
want to do. She is an absolute machine. But we 
have a lot of respect for Captain’s Ransom, she 
is a lovely gal, and for all of the opposition, 
there are some great equine athletes in the 
field. It is going to be an interesting race. It is 
attracting a lot of hype and I hope everybody 
enjoys it. We are looking forward to it, it is just a 
pity we will not be able to be there.” 
 
Captain’s Ransom’s owner Suzette Viljoen 
said, “The draw is a worry but Captain’s  
Ransom is very good and I think she will  
overcome it. However, War Of Athena is an  
absolutely brilliant horse so I will say I am  
nervous but optimistic!” 
 
John Freeman chose Captain’s Ransom at the 
Sales and Suzette was sitting opposite him 
when the hammer fell.  
 
She recalled, “She was not a big horse who you 
would say ‘wow’ for, she was quite an ordinary 
horse but was bulky and actually looked more 
like she would be speedy.  
(Continues Page 6) 

Champion fillies butt heads  
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“But she had a gutsy look and had a presence 
for me so the moment the hammer fell I said to 
John “I want her.'” 

 
The Moutonshoek-bred daughter of Captain Al 
cost a bargain R225,000. 
 
That is a lot compared to War Of Athena, a 
Summerhill Stud-bred daughter of Act Of war 
went for just R30,000. She was chosen by 
Rose Waterman-Wentzel, who says about  
buying horses, “It is all in their eyes and then 
they must ‘talk’ to me too.” 
 
The Viljoen’s entered horseracing three years 
ago and have become prolific buyers. Bertie 
Myburgh bought them their first horse What A 
Poet who was trained by Corrie Lensley, whose 
stables were conveniently on route to one of 
Suzette and Basie’s diamond mines near Kim-
berley. Their next horse, Marco Polo, was 
bought by John Freeman and trained by Justin 
Snaith.  
 
They then began attending sales themselves 
and Suzette said, “Unfortunately, Basie could 
not sit on my hands!” 
 
Suzette added, “I love racehorses, there is 
something brilliant about watching them, and I 
love the punters, they are really good people, 
and I love the industry, it is like a big family.” 

Her passion for the sport stems from her  
childhood equine hero Big Charles, who won 
the July in 1981 shortly before Prince Charles 
and Lady Di were married.  
 
She was the only one in her family interested in 
racing, although her Irish great-grandfather, 
surnamed McCarthy, whom she never met was 
in fact a racehorse trainer. She and Basie made 
an annual pilgrimage to watch the July and as 
they live in Northwest Province even coming by 
aeroplane meant a 400km journey to the air-
port.   
 
Roy Wentzel was a prominent owner in  
Zimbabwe for many years and re-entered the 
game a few years ago by which stage he was 
married to Rose, who grew up around horses 
and took part in eventing and dressage compe-
titions for most of her life. 

The two couples will unfortunately not be able 
to meet on the big day due to the level four 
lockdown.   
 
The Viljoen’s in fact arrived in Durban a couple 
of days ago in preparation and adding to the 
disappointment of not being able to be on 
course their hotel does not have the racing 
channel so they will have to watch on their cell 
phones.  
 
The Wentzel’s will be watching from their home 
in Port Alfred. Rose said they might take a walk 
on the beach beforehand to calm their nerves! 
 
www.goldcircle.co.za-David Thiselton 
  

Champion fillies butt heads-from Pg 4  

Basie and Suzette Viljoen n pre-Covid days 

IF YOU MISS A NEWSLETTER, CLICK 
THIS LINK FOR PAST ISSUES  

www.turftalk.co.za  

https://www.turftalk.co.za/get-turf-talks-daily-newsletter/
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Ridgemont Highlands’ now retired G1  
winning mare Run Fox Run gained a  
handsome update to her pedigree when her 
half-brother Victory Tears made a quality 
winning debut at Ballarat on Tuesday. 
 
A three-year-old son of the Yulong Stud-based 
Written Tycoon, Victory Tears stayed on nicely, 
under Dean Holland, to score by half a length 
over 1200 metres. 
 
The Tony McEvoy trained colt races for an  
illustrious group of owners namely-China Horse 
Club Racing Pty Ltd (Mgr: A K Teo), Winstar 
Farm Llc (Mgr: J Mullikin), Glenlogan Park 
(Mgr: J M Haseler), Dodgy Investments Pty 
Limited (Mgr: G W Evers) Kildalton Park Racing 
(Mgr: D Gordon), Telemon Stud (Mgr: D J 
Fletcher) & Wilrace Pty Ltd (Mgr: D G Wilson). 
 
A colt with a stallion’s pedigree, Victory Tears 
was a $900 000 buy from the 2019 Inglis  
Australian Easter Yearling Sale from the draft of 
breeders Mill Park Stud by his trainer and the 
globally recognised China Horse Club. 
 
The chestnut is the fifth winner for General 
Nediym mare Victory Cry, a placed own sister 
to SAJC Redelva Stakes winner Victory Chant. 
Victory Cry is already dam of two black type 

winners, the Listed ATC Heritage Stakes  
winner Guard Of Honour and the brilliant Run 
Fox Run, and hopefully Victory Tears can  
become her third! 
 
A daughter of Foxwedge, Run Fox Run  was 
one of the fastest fillies to grace the South  
African turf in many a year.She won eight of her 
11 starts and ended her career on a high note 
when accounting for subsequent G1 4Racing 
Computaform Sprint winner Rio Querari, and 
seven other G1 winners, when victorious in 
the 2021 G1 Cape Flying Championship.  

www.tsanews.com 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

Run Fox Run bro debut winner  

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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Following the path of drive through fast 
food outlets, Gold Circle will be operating a 
‘drive through’ tote this week for the 
Vodacom Durban July meeting. 
 
This concept received positive feedback after 
being tested last year and allows punters to 
place bets on the meeting without leaving the 
comfort of their cars. 
 
The drive through will operate between 10 am 
to 5pm daily from Monday, 28 June to Friday, 2 
July. 
 
Vehicles will enter through Gate 16 at the  
Hollywoodbets Greyville racecourse, follow the 
signs to the infield where the drive through tote 
will be situated, and then exit into DLI Avenue. 
 
For prospective punters who do not have  
electronic or mobile betting accounts or are 
hesitant to enter tote premises because of 
Covid 19, this is the safe, easy and convenient 
way to bet. 
 

Meanwhile tote betting for Saturday’s behind 
closed doors racemeeting at Hollywoodbets 
Greyville is in full swing country wide. 
 
A R5 million carryover will boost the Pick 6 
on the day, which is expected to reach R15 
million. 
 
The July day carryovers: 
Race 1: Jackpot Quickmix 2 Leg 1 – R50 000 
carryover – likely pool R200 000 
Race 2: Bipot Leg 1 – likely pool R600 000 
Race 3: PA Leg 1 – likely pool R1, 8 million 
Race 4: Pick 6 MEGAPOOL Leg 1 – R5  
million carryover – likely pool R15 million 
Race 5: Jackpot One Leg 1 – R200 000 carryo-
ver – likely pool R3 million 
Race 7: Quartet Maxi Pool – R2 million  
carryover – likely pool R10 million 
Race 7: Jackpot Two Leg 1 – likely pool R1  
million 
Race 8: Pick 3 Leg 1 – R100 000 carryover – 
likely pool R300 000 
Race 9: Trifecta R200 000 carryover – likely 
pool R500 000   

Drive-Thru July betting-but no burger   
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 Cape Thoroughbred Sales (CTS) is once 
again inviting all breeders and owners to 
enter their unbroken two-year-olds into the 
CTS Ready To Run and Unbroken Two-Year-
Old Sale scheduled for Sunday, 31 October, 
2021. 
 
Having partnered with Cape Racing for the 
2021 hosting, the sale will be held at Kenilworth 
Racecourse. 
 
It  is an excellent and safe option to sell two-
year-olds that are ready to race; those who are 
a little behind in their development and not yet 
broken in, and those who were left unsold from 
previous or cancelled sales. 
 
Grant Knowles, Managing Director of CTS, 
commented:  
 
“Figures show that the unbroken two-year-olds 
on last year’s Ready To Run Sale sold almost 
7% more than the Ready To Run lots, which 
indicates that vendors should not be concerned 
about a lack of attention for their  
entries.  

“As the statistics show, all entries have a fair 
chance of being sold, and all entries will be  
eligible for the associated sales race.  
 
“We have received a number of requests to  
extend the deadline for entries from 1 July to 
mid-August 2021, in an attempt to  
accommodate everyone.  
 
“Therefore, the deadline for entries has been 
extended until 20 August 2021.” 
 
The 2021 R2R Sale will be preceded by the 
R2R gallops on Friday, 29 October, followed by 
the R2R Stakes Race on Saturday, 30 October.  
 
CTS and Cape Racing have joined forces to 
stage the 2021 De Grendel Ready To Run 
Stakes for prize money of R900,000. 
 
The entry form can be found online, HERE. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Grant Knowles (Managing Director 
082 882 9774 
 

CTS welcomes unbroken 2yo’s at RTR  

https://capethoroughbredsales.com/sales/2021-rtr


13 

 



14 

 

Win R3000 in CTS July Comp 
Sadly the CTS Farm Sale competition proved 
far too difficult for Turf Talk readers, as  
nobody correctly picked the sale topper  
(or 2nd or 3rd highest priced for that  
matter!) 
 
But we are determined to give away that 
R3000 tote betting voucher, and are now  
running a Vodacom July competition which  
MUST BE WON.    
 
Just follow the listed easy steps.  
 
1) Study the field. 
2) Select your first two  past the post. 
3) Send your 1-2 SELECTIONS, NAME and  CONTACT NUMBER to  

editor@turftalk.co.za with subject line CTS JULY COMP  
 
If more than one person selects the winner (likely), whoever correctly 
predicts the exacta will win.  
 
If there is still more than one winner (unlikely) lots will be drawn. 
 
If nobody who tipped the winner gets second correct, whoever’s  
selection is closest to finishing second will win.  
SO SOMEBODY WILL WIN! 
ONE ENTRY PER PERSON/EMAIL ADDRESS—Ed’s decision is final 
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

DIDDY David Egan is buzzing ahead of  
Saturday’s Coral Eclipse at Sandown. 
 
The fresh faced 22-year-old is set to partner the 
John and Thady Gosden-trained Mishriff in the 
weekend’s big Group 1. 
  
And with only six potential rivals left in at  
Monday’s entry stage, Egan is licking his lips 
ahead of another potential huge payday.The 
bookies rate Mishriff the 13-8 favourite, with 
Aidan O’Brien’s St Mark’s Basilica the big threat 
after his French Guineas and Derby double. 
 
Egan said: “Mishriff means a hell of a lot to me, 
he’s helped put me on the map and I can’t wait 
for Saturday. 
 
“We’ve won a lot of races abroad so now it 
would be great to win a big one on home soil. 
The stiff ten furlongs at Sandown up the hill 

should be perfect for him, it’s his optimum trip. 
He has plenty of pace. I know a few have come 
out but it’s still a hot race and we’ll take nothing 
for granted.” 
 
Egan has ridden the horse home in the £2.2m 
Dubai Sheema Classic (and $20m Saudi Cup-
above)) but after stablemate Lord North was 
ruled out, it left Frankie Dettori without a ride. 
 
Prince Faisal’s racing manager Ted Voute said: 
“David is our retained rider and Frankie hasn’t 
been on the phone this time! David did a  
wonderful job in Dubai and he’s our man now. 
He came good when it mattered and earned 
enough that day alone! It would be great if we 
can do it on home turf now, this has been the 
plan for a good while.” 
Fellow O’Brien runners Armory and Japan have 
also been left in contention, with Addeybb and 
Wonderful Tonight also in the mix. thesun.co.uk 

Superstar Mishriff back Sandown Sat 


