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 www.turftalk.co.za  / editor@turftalk.co.za     Friday 25 June, 2021 

With 60mm of rain earlier in the week, and 

plenty more predicted on Friday, the going is 

sure to be heavy.   

 

The Pocket Power is the final leg of the WSB 

Winter Series, memorably swept by undefeated 

and Singapore bound Katak a year ago.  

 

The great Pocket Power himself of course also 

won all three legs.  

 

As did African Night Sky in 2018, with both 

partnered by Bernard Fayd’Herbe. 

There will be no repeat this year, as Warrior 

(absent here) took the Variety Club Mile, and 

Hoedspruit the Legal Eagle Stakes.  

 

Hoedspruit (Legislate) is an uneasy 22-10 fav 

with gggaming.bet here. He kept on gamely in 

soft going to win over 1800m last time, and  

also stayed on for fourth behind July hopefuls  

Linebacker and Rascallion in the G1 Cape  

Derby, an effort that looks infinitely better now 

than it did then. He should get the 2400m and 

is a live contender.   

(continues Page 2)  

There are no less than six black type races at Kenilworth on Saturday, 

headed by the G3 World Sports Betting Pocket Power Stakes, and  

G3 Goals and Gallops Langerman. 

Lord Somerset to claim Power  
Hoedspruit beats Crimson King and Somerset Maugham (left) in the Legal Eagle. Pic Wayne Marks 
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He could also strike a blow for breeders 

Wilgerbosdrift and Mauritzfontein, and owner 

Suzette Viljoen, as both are involved in battles 

for their respective Equus awards.  

 

Joint top rated is PE (or is that Q!) raider  

Jaeger Moon (Capetown Noir) (7-1). If there 

was an Equus Gutsiest Horse award, this one 

would be a champion. He went this trip for the 

first time in the East Cape Derby a month ago, 

and after yet another never-say-die frontrunning  

display scored his seventh win in eleven  

outings.    

 

His MR of 108 looks a little overcooked, as  

fillies weighted to beat him easily ran second 

and third there. But as I have found out before, 

you write this one off at your own peril. One 

question mark is that he has never appeared on 

soft going.  

 

As per usual Justin Snaith has a strong team. In 

addition to Hoedspruit, Somerset Maugham  

(5-2) makes strong appeal. The Trippi gelding 

finished very well for a close up third in the  

Legal Eagle in his first stakes race appearance, 

and being a full brother to Cape and KZN Derby 

runner up Charles has every chance of getting 

the trip.  

 

Stable jockey Richard Fourie rides improving 

One Way Traffic (Dynasty), who needs to do 

more of that to feature.  

 

But not too much should be read into the riding 

arrangements, as he is the retained rider for 

owner Nic Jonsson. Having said that it would 

be no surprise if he were to finish in the money.   

 

Crimson King (Dynasty) almost pinched the  

Legal Eagle from the front last time, but this 

further test of stamina could be a bridge too far.  

 

No such problem for the Vaughan Marshall pair 

of Dubai Lights (Gimmethegreenlight) and Let’s 

Boogie Baby (Pathfork), who can (to Page 4)

Lord Somerset to claim Power-from Pg 1 

Marina (winning Stormsvlei Stakes above) is impossible to oppose in River Jetez Stakes. Pic: Wayne Marks. 
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both be expected to run above their relatively 

modest ratings.  

 

1 Somerset Maugham, 2 Hoedspruit,  

3 Jaeger Moon, 4 Dubai Lights 

 

Langerman 

The Goals And Gallops Langerman over 1500m 

for juveniles is almost invariably won by a colt 

with a big future.  

 

Last year was a case in point, as subsequent 

L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate hero Jet Dark took 

the honours followed by Cape  Derby and Daily 

News 2000 winner Linebacker, Turf Talk’s idea 

of the Vodacom July winner.  

 

Snaith’s dubiously named Pomp And Power 

(Vercingetorix) is the only two-time winner here, 

and gives away weight all round as a result. But 

he is clearly well above average, and has won 

twice around the turn already, so has obvious 

claims. 

His maiden stable mate Night Ruler also makes 

a case. The Kingsbarns half-brother to Jet Dark 

has had two promising sprints. From the inside 

draw with 56kg and Grant van Niekerk he could 

surprise.  

 

Barzalona (Pomodoro) was runner up in the 

listed WSB Somerset 1200 to impressive fellow 

Bass-Robinson inmate Trip Of Fortune a few 

weeks ago, and is another serious player if he 

gets the extra.   

 

1 Night Ruler, 2 Barzalona,  

3 Pomp And Power, 4 Waiting For Summer 

 

Good thing of the day though is undoubtedly 

Marina (Silvano) in the listed WSB River Jetez 

Stakes over 2400m. The full sister to  

Marinaresco improves with every outing and  

looks a sure G1 winner in the making. She 

should prove far too good for her eight rivals, 

but sadly for punters this is reflected in her  

current price of 4-10!  -tt 

Lord Somerset to claim Power-from Pg 2 
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All the talk in the build up to Vodacom  
Durban July has centred around three  
horses, Got The Greenlight, Linebacker and 
Rainbow Bridge, and they are also at the top 
of the betting boards and this is being seen 
as a positive for record-seeking trainer  
Justin Snaith.  
 
Snaith was upbeat at the Hollywoodbets  
Greyville meeting on Monday and said:  
“My horses are peaking at the right time.”  
 
Snaith will be attempting to win the VDJ for a 
sixth time and will be bidding to equal the 108 
year old record of trainer-owner Fred Murray by 
winning the big race for the fourth time in  
succession.  
 
He is represented by four runners and one  
reserve.  
 
His former Equus Horse Of The Year Do It 
Again will be attempting the become the first 
horse to win the July three times and drew 16. 
 
The gelding won it from draw 15 in 2018 and 
from draw 8 in 2019 before finishing third from 
the widest draw of 18 last year.   
 

Last year’s winner Belgarion drew eleven as 
opposed to 17 last year.  
 
Snaith would have been hoping for a low draw 
for his front-running type Crown Towers and he 
duly drew five.   
 
His Grade 2 Peninsula Handicap winner Nexus 
drew 12.      
 
His reserve runner is Silver Host who will likely 
go for the Grade 3 Gold Vase over 3000m if 
there is not a scratching that allows him into the 
big one. goldcircle.com-David Thiselton    

Snaith peaking at right time? 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

Peninsula Handicap winner (above) Nexus is one of Turf Talk’s outside July pics. Pic: Wayne Marks. 

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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Win R3000 in CTS July Comp 
Sadly the CTS Farm Sale competition proved 
far too difficult for Turf Talk readers, as  
nobody correctly picked the sale topper  
(or 2nd or 3rd highest priced for that  
matter!) 
 
But we are determined to give away that 
R3000 tote betting voucher, and are now  
running a Vodacom July competition which  
MUST BE WON.    
 
Just follow the listed easy steps.  
 
1) Study the field. 
2) Select your first two  past the post. 
3) Send your 1-2 SELECTIONS, NAME and  CONTACT NUMBER to  

editor@turftalk.co.za with subject line CTS JULY COMP  
 
If more than one person selects the winner (likely), whoever correctly 
predicts the exacta will win.  
 
If there is still more than one winner (unlikely) lots will be drawn. 
 
If nobody who tipped the winner gets second correct, whoever’s  
selection is closest to finishing second will win.  
 
SO SOMEBODY WILL WIN! 
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Charlatan retired to stud 

Hill 'n' Dale Farms announced Thursday that 
multiple Grade 1 winner Charlatan has been 
retired from racing and will take up stud  
duty at the farm's newly restored stallion 
complex at Hill 'n' Dale at Xalapa in Paris, 
Kentucky. 
 
Bred by Stonestreet Thoroughbred Holdings 
LLC, the imposing son of Eclipse champion 
Speightstown out of Breeders’ Cup Distaff 
placed Authenticity, he sold as the second  
highest priced colt for his sire at the 2018  
Keeneland September Yearling Sale, where he 
was hammered down for $700,000. 
 
Purchased by SF Bloodstock / Starlight West, 
the colt raced for owners SF Racing LLC,  
Starlight Racing, Madaket Stables LLC,  
Stonestreet Stables LLC, Hertrich, Frederick, 
Fielding, John D. and Golconda Stables. 
 
The freakishly-talented Charlatan served notice 
of his brilliance in his first start, drawing off by  
5 3/4 lengths in 1:08 and change for the six 
panels. All told, the brilliant chestnut who many 
compared to Justify, compiled a record of 4 
wins and a second from 5 starts with career 
earnings of $4,047,200.  
 
He decimated the field in the Arkansas  
Derby (G1), winning by 6 lengths, in a hand 
ride. He rounded out his 3-year-old campaign 
with a devastating and visually impressive  
performance in the Malibu (G1-above) where 
he won by 4 1/2 widening lengths.  
 
His only defeat came in the $20 million Saudi 
Cup where he was edged out at the wire,  
running a gallant second to Mishriff (G1) 
$13,947,445. He won his 4 races by a  
combined 26 and a half lengths. 

“Horses with Charlatan’s immense ability  
combined with superior pedigree, conformation, 
depth of female family and star-quality appeal 
are a very rare commodity,” said John G.  
Sikura, president of Hill ’n’ Dale.  
 
"He is one of the most talented horses I have 
seen run who combines world class sprinter/
miler speed with the ability to carry it around 
two turns. He is a striking individual who should 
impart size, substance, balance, and brilliance 
to his foals." 
 
"We’re very proud of everything Charlatan  
accomplished in his brief but brilliant career: 
He’s one of the most perfect physical  
specimens to come to stud in recent times and 
there’s no doubt he will be supported  
accordingly. On behalf of the SF racing  
partners we wish John and the team at  
Hill ‘n’ Dale the very best,” said Tom Ryan  
managing partner. 
 
“Physically he’s one of the best physical horses 
we’ve ever bred. What sets him apart is the 
way he moves. He moves like a great horse. 
He is just a real athlete. He is the epitome of 
what we’ve tried to breed up to this point.  
Charlatan is a perfect combination of the genes 
meeting the physical. He is an absolute  
standout,” said Stonestreet Farm bloodstock 
adviser John Moynihan. 
 
A stud fee will be announced at a later time.  

horseracingnation.com 
 
Trained by Bob Baffert, Charlatan was originally 
disqualified from the Arkansas Derby, only to 
be reinstated as his lidocaine positive  was put 
down to contamination from a pain-patch worn 
by an assistant trainer. (lol) –tt 

Pic-Benoit Photo. 
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Cape Racing launches Goals and Gallops 
This week Cape Racing and TAB are  
launching their own newspaper targeting 
stakeholders and punters in the soccer and  
horseracing industries 
 
Goals & Gallops will be printed weekly to be 
inserted into the Daily Voice on a Friday, and 
circulated to all TAB stores as a giveaway to 
punters.    
 
So now you know why Race 2 at Kenilworth is 
called the Goals & Gallops Langerman  
(Grade 3). –tt 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, FOR 
THE PRICE OF A FACE MASK! 

mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

In a letter to Tuf Talk reproduced below,  

Adam Kethro endorses the dual NHRA 
board idea proposed by Michael de Haast of 
International Racing Club in our TT cover 
story on Wednesday 
 
Dear Editor, 
As an owner and one-time breeder and  
trainer of more than 30 years, I continue to 
invest heavily in the Racing Industry  
because of my love for the sport. 
 
The proposed resolution to reconstitute the 
NHRA Board is thought-provoking and warrants 
serious consideration and comment. 
 
This has been done by my friend and racing 
partner Michael de Haast of the International 
Racing Club in his excellent letter in which he 
proposes a Dual Board Management by  
creating a Supervisory Board. 
 
The proposed resolution for consideration at 
the SGM is unacceptable and will give rise to a 
conflict of interests in that the collection of  
vested interests who wish to be policed, prose-
cuted and judged by themselves. 
 
The British Racing Authority has tried what the 
proponent is advocating and has found it  
deeply flawed. 
 
In my view, the dilemma can be resolved by the 
proposal made by Michael, which needs to be 
fleshed out. 
 
May I suggest the following for  
consideration : 
1) The Supervisory Board “SB” will supervise 
the NHRA Board 
 
2) To avoid a cumbersome SB, the number of 
directors should not exceed 11, comprising the 
following- 1 person appointed by SANTA, SA 

Jockey Assoc, The Horse Racing Trust  
representing grooms, The Racing Assoc, the 
Racing Operators ( a total of 5 directors) and 
six directors appointed by the nominations  
committee NC or to be elected by members, 
but excluding any member of the above bodies. 
 
3) The need for six independent directors is to 
ensure the critical principle of impartiality. i.e. 
overarching control must not lie with the  
stakeholders. 
 
4) The SB can remove a director of the NHRA, 
providing no less than a 70% support for such 
removal/s.  
 
5) On the retirement of the chairperson of the 
NHRA, such person will become a director of 
the SB subject to clause two above. 
 
6) The chairperson and CEO of the NHRA will 
be entitled to attend board meetings of the SB 
in an ex officio capacity. 
 
7) The Chairperson or substitute plus a director 
of the Supervisory Board are entitled to attend 
NHRA board meetings on an ex-officio basis. 
 
8). All directors of the SB are to be  
remunerated on an approved disbursement  
basis only. 
 
In the best interests of racing in our country, 
there is a need to arrive at a compromised  
solution. For this purpose, meetings must be 
held by representatives of the proponents with 
the board of the NHRA. 
 
This will require a cessation of the bellicose  
attitude of some people and criticism of some 
individuals in the press, and for all the  
participant to display goodwill. 
 
Regards 
Adam Kethro 

Adam Kethro supports dual board idea 
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North Carolina — Corolla wild horse  
stallions are sparring with each other in 
front of awed summer beach crowds. 
 
They rear up high on their back legs and strike 
with front hooves, in some cases just a few feet 
away from beachgoers and their folding chairs, 
canopies and coolers. 
 
Social media posts in recent weeks show video 
and photos of stallions fighting next to the surf. 
Others record them chasing defeated foes 
down the beach with manes and tails flowing.  
But what causes these magnificent creatures to 
come to blows — and why now?  
 
Stallions fight all year, but summer is when 
more people are on the Currituck County 
beaches and watch the drama first hand, said 
Meg Puckett, manager of the Corolla Wild 
Horse Fund.  
 
“They will re-establish their boundaries, Most of 
it is for show. It’s very rarely catastrophic. No 
Corolla stallion has died from a fight,” she said.  
 
Roughly 100 wild horses live on an 11-mile 
stretch of the Outer Banks north of Corolla. The 
horses divide themselves into harems of mares 
and foals led by a stallion. Each harem roams 
an area with loosely defined boundaries.  
 
“Stallions typically fight over territory and  
occasionally over a mare,” Puckett said. “About 
half the horses are male, so the competition is 
stiff to lead a group,” she added.  

Fighting can get unpredictable and dangerous 
to people nearby. Puckett recommends people 
keep at least 50 feet away.  
 
Horses fight using different tactics. They  
typically take on an adversary by striking with 
their front hoofs, biting their opponent’s neck or 
kicking with their back legs. Most stallions have 
scars on their bodies from brawls. Some are 
missing the tips of their ears, Puckett said.  
 
“It’s amazing the scars they have,” she said. 
“It can get rough.”  
 
At times, a young stallion challenges a veteran 
without a fight, Puckett said. It’s a form of  
psychological warfare.  Recently, a young buck 
followed the harem of an older stallion for 
months, watching and waiting. The elderly 
horse tried to keep his mares away from him, 
but it was no use. The challenger was always 
close by. The threat of a fight caused the old 
timer to lose weight and his health declined, 
Puckett said. Finally, he gave up his mares to 
the younger horse.   
 
A stallion named Rambler leads a harem of 
about 10 mares in an area not far from Corolla. 
He is often seen by visitors to the beach.  
Next to his territory, Acorn leads another large  
harem. Their clashes are more brotherly  
quarrels, Puckett said.  
 
“It’s natural behavior that indicates a healthy 
herd,” she said. “Give them their space.”  

pilotonline.com 

Wild USA stallions are trading punches  


