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Obviously with only five weeks of the season to 

go, he could go on holiday now and still win by 

over 50.    

 

The workaholic has taken an amazing 1560 

rides this season, with Muzi Yeni (1074) and 

Kennedy (1042) the only other two to have hit 

four figures.  

 

No Grade 1 

But in a strange anomaly, Lyle hasn’t won a 

single Grade 1 race this campaign. In fact it is 

approaching two years since his last top level 

win – on Celtic Sea in the Garden Province 

Stakes on Vodacom July day 2019.  

 

(Of course this is slightly misleading, as he was 

absent locally between August of that year and 

June 2020 as he sought his fortune in  

Hong Kong and Japan) 

 

And his chances of breaking that long dry spell 

(sounds strange with 238 wins this season…) 

on Saturday week don’t look good. Cirillo would 

be a shock winner of the main event, and while 

Princess Calla is a top filly in her own (to Pg 2)

As everybody knows Lyle Hewitson is cruising to a totally deserved 

third Equus Champion Jockey title. With 238 wins at the time of writing 

he is 76 clear of outgoing champion Warren Kennedy.  

Champion not jock of-the-season? 
Luke Ferraris has won five Grade 1 races this season 
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right, she is well held on form by both  

superstars Captain’s Ransom and  

War Of Athena.   

 

Jock of the season 

 

In fact if a snap poll among the racing public 

was held for ‘jockey-of-the-season’, Hong Kong 

bound Luke Ferraris would probably come out a 

clear winner.  

 

The 19-year-old only came out of his  

apprenticeship in January, but has reeled off 

five G1’s since.  

 

Rainbow Bridge has won the Cape Met and 

WSB Gold Challenge, Malmoos’ Gauteng Triple 

Crown included the Classic and SA Derby, 

while juvenile Ambiorix took the Gold Medallion 

a few weeks ago. 

 

Muzi Yeni has four big ones this term thanks to 

the exploits of Got The Greenlight and War Of 

Athena, and will be disappointed not to add to 

that tally a week on Saturday with both holding 

golden tickets. 

 

So while the current champion jockey criteria  

are perfectly fair and I am certainly not  

suggesting they should be amended, perhaps 

there should be an additional Merit Award for 

the jockey that has the most success in Graded 

races over the season. 

 

You could have a simple points system Grade1

-4 points, G2-3, G3-2, Listed-1, and the rider 

with the most points at the end of the season 

gets the prize.  

 

It’s also something that would garner interest as 

we got towards the end of a campaign.  

 

But if that system was to be in force now,  

slightly surprisingly Muzi would be leader on 43 

points, followed by Warren Kennedy (41), and 

Richard Fourie (37). 

 

Young Ferraris would be an also-ran on 32 

points,  mainly due to ‘only’ having three G2 

wins, while Yeni has an impressive seven.   

 

Worth considering…..??   -tt 

     

 

Champion not jock-of-season?-from Pg 1 

Muzi Yeni has four G1’s in the 20/21 season, including War Of Athena in the SA Fillies Classic (above) 
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The Vodacom Durban July runners were put through their paces at the traditional pre-race 
gallops at Hollywoodbets Greyville today. None were given hard workouts but they did  
parade their wellbeing. (All Images Candiese Lenferna) 
 
Rainbow Bridge (below), top weight for Saturday, 3 July, looked a picture of health in the paddock 
and was the first to gallop. He did it effortlessly from the 1400m mark under big race rider Luke 
Ferraris and trainer Eric Sands was well pleased with his work. 

“He’s had a much better preparation this year and is in a good space,” said Sands although 
he expressed reservations about his charge having to give weight to the entire field. 
 
Three-year-olds Linebacker and Rascallion (below) worked together. Rascallion went well clear 
allowing Linebacker to run at him over the final two furlongs and they finished together.  
Vaughan Marshall was pleased with the work and said both would be spot on come the big day.  
“But don’t ask me to choose between the two,” he laughed. (continues Page 6) 

July gallops whet the appetite 
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Do It Again, back-to-back winner of the race and third last year, put up an impressive gallop - 
along with Rainbow Bridge - the best of the morning clocking the fastest 400m to finish time while 
racing hard into the bit. Justin Snaith appears to have got the gelding back to his peak after a  
recent spell in the relative wilderness. 

Warren Kennedy was comfortable with the work from his big race mount, She’s A Keeper (below)
and was hopeful of a good run. “We don’t quite know where we stand with her. But we do 
know that she is very good. The race will tell,” he said. 

Kommetdieding was the final gallop and Michelle Rix will be hoping for a change of fortune after 
luckless runs in the WSB Guineas and the Daily News 2000. He has the widest draw to contend 
with but big race rider Gavin Lerena was not fazed.  (Continues Page 8) 

July gallops whet the appetite-from Pg 4 
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“I’ll play it by ear. He put up good work this morning.”  
He did appear to be a little keen but Lerena said he was doing it well within himself. 
 
The seven Highveld-based horses worked at Turffontein but there is concern that Gauteng will go 
into a much stricter lockdown as the Corona virus has spread rapidly in that province and those 
horses may not be able to make the trip to KZN in time for the race. Gold Circle-Andrew Harrison 

July Gallops whet the appetite-from Page 6   
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Win R3000 in CTS July Comp 
Sadly the CTS Farm Sale competition proved 
far too difficult for Turf Talk readers, as  
nobody correctly picked the sale topper  
(or 2nd or 3rd highest priced for that  
matter!) 
 
But we are determined to give away that 
R3000 tote betting voucher, and are now  
running a Vodacom July competition which  
MUST BE WON.    
 
Just follow the listed easy steps.  
 
1) Study the field. 
2) Select your first two  past the post. 
3) Send your 1-2 SELECTIONS, NAME and  CONTACT NUMBER to  

editor@turftalk.co.za with subject line CTS JULY COMP  
 
If more than one person selects the winner (likely), whoever correctly 
predicts the exacta will win.  
 
If there is still more than one winner (unlikely) lots will be drawn. 
 
If nobody who tipped the winner gets second correct, whoever’s  
selection is closest to finishing second will win.  
 
SO SOMEBODY WILL WIN! 
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Piere Strydom, sidelined with a semi-
detached retina, will not be back in time to 
fulfil one of his remaining ambitions in a 
star-studded career, i.e to ride in the 
Vodacom Durban July one last time and he 
is also eleven short of his ultimate target of 
5500 winners.    
 
He said, “I have shelved my plans to retire at 
the end of this season because I had wanted to 
travel around the country riding and also want-
ed to ride in one more July.”  
 
Strydom will thus be back to ride in next year’s 
Vodacom Durban July where he will be bidding 
to join Anton Marcus on a record five winners of 
the country’s biggest race. He will also enjoy 
himself travelling around the country riding and 
whittling down the eleven more winners he 
needs to reach his 5500 goal.  
 
Strydom’s first July winner was on the Alec 
Laird-trained London News in 1996 and he  
followed with wins on the the Mike Bass-trained 
Trademark in 2001, the Sean Tarry-trained  
Pomodoro in 2012 and Joey Ramsden-trained 
The Conglomerate in 2016 
 
Trademark was well dawn in two but all of the 
others were widely drawn. London News was 
drawn 14 and led from pillar to post and both 
Pomodoro and The Conglomerate were drawn 
20 out of 20.  On both of the latter occasions 
Strydom managed to get into handy positions.   

His ride on The Conglomerate will always be 
viewed as one of the great rides in the history 
of the big race as he managed to slot him into a 
one wide and two back position from that wide 
draw and then stole a march on the main  
protagonists at the top of the straight.  
 
His ride on London News was equally great as 
he took him into the lead going around the Drill 
Hall and skipped clear coming off the false rail, 
timing it to perfection, as the challengers from 
all sides just failed to catch him.  
 
Strydom has taken a few knocks in his time in 
the saddle which might have contributed to his 
current eye condition.  He is currently still  
experiencing symptoms of the retinal tear which 
include lightning-like flashes in the corner of his 
eye. goldcircle.co.za—David Thiselton  
 

Striker’s retirement plans on hold 

The Conglomerate wins the Vodacom July under Strydom in 2016 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

The Gokhan Terzi yards hit the high spots 
again at Borrowdale Park on Wednesday, 
winning five of the seven carded races. 
 
Veseo (shown here) was the winner of the 
1200m MR 80 Handicap and is owned by the 
Brumby Syndicate (nominee: Grant Littleford). 
Diego De Gouveia in the irons. 
 
The Terzi/ De Gouveia combo also scored 

with Seven Seas in the 1200m Graduation 
Plate and Karvani in the 1600m Maiden Plate. 

Calvin Habib, riding for Terzi, won 
with Armstrong (1600m MR 85 Handicap), 
and Shesalegend (1700m MR 65 Handicap). 
 
Congratulations to all the winning connections – 
very well done. 
 
Photograph by Laurent Viguie. 

 
  
 
 

Gokhan Terzi gets a Harare handful 
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