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We’d like to add a few thoughts and  

suggestions to the debate. 

 

SANTA’s Chair, Tony Rivalland, points out that 

the Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) 

has recognised and confirmed that Racing 

should remain a self-regulatory industry.  

 

At present, the Board of the NHA is about 

as undemocratic as one could imagine.  

 

The chief funders are the racing operators,  

contributing about 85% of the revenue required 

by the NHA to regulate and provide a service to 

the sport.  

 

The balance of its funding is paid for by indus-

try participants through licensing fees,  

administrative costs to owners, breeders,  

trainers, and jockeys etc., including revenue 

generated through exorbitant monetary punitive 

measures being presently adopted. 

 

Currently, operators, owners and trainers do 

not have representation on the board, neither 

do jockeys or grooms. (continues Page 2) 

In looking for constructive solutions to the problems facing South African racing, we  

commend the efforts of The South African National Trainers Association (SANTA),  

responsible for the recent requisition to the National Horseracing Authority (NHA) to call a 

Special General Meeting, writes International Racing Club co-founder Michael De Haast.  

Two-tiered approach for SA racing? 
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The board is constructed at the command of a 

nominations committee made up of previous 

board members.  

 

It is Imperative, therefore, that the present 

Memorandum Of Incorporation is amended to 

ensure representation of all participants, which 

must include operator representation as they 

are the chief funders and responsible for driving 

the revenue streams required to maintain and 

grow the industry in line with normal commercial 

sustainability and growth objectives. 

 

It must also provide for sufficient independent 

directors to give appropriate balance between 

participants and a good measure of  

independent corporate governance. 

 

The request, facilitated by SANTA, to convene 

a SGM of members to address these  

anomalies, and ensure changes are passed to 

return this august institution to become a  

symbol of prosperity and integrity for the racing 

industry, can only be achieved through broad 

industry participation.  

 

A newly constituted board representative of the 

entire industry can revisit matters articulated 

above and ensure impartiality and affordability 

in the regulation of this noble sport. 

 

We fully support the idea of changing the  

structure and make-up of the Board of the NHA 

to be more inclusive of the role players within 

the industry, but it seems from the outset, to be 

a very challenging proposition! 

The role of NHA is to be the regulator of our 

sport and while we all acknowledge that this 

role is not always done with the best interests 

of all the stakeholders at heart, it is imperative 

that the process of the composition of the 

Board is fully impartial and that those elected to 

the Board are fully impartial too! 

 

When you allow the stake holders you are  

regulating to be involved in the decision-

making processes, you get a clear conflict 

of interests, which means you are not really 

finding a solution that works for all.  

 

This statement and thought process will  

probably cause anger and resentment from 

those trying to drive change. However, if we 

think about it carefully and  

objectively, it certainly has merit. 

  

In making this assertion we are not saying that 

each stakeholder does not have a role to play 

in the way that the regulator goes about its 

business.  

 

We certainly need to have an environment that 

allows for the NHA to encourage and foster 

best practises by engaging with all stakeholders 

through regular collaboration, education, and 

fair regulatory control.  

 

Not by relentlessly wielding the big stick as this 

not only negatively impacts on the integrity of 

these participants but also on the industry as a 

whole. 

(continues Page 4) 

Two-tiered approach for SA?-from Page 1 
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Maybe we need to look at this in a different way 

in which I’d like to use, as a reference, the  

German model of a Two-Tiered or so-called  

Dual Board Approach to governance. 

 

To place the two-tier board structure in a  

broader international context: A number of 

countries other than Germany mandate this 

structure for their publicly listed companies or 

permit adoption of a two-tier board. 

 

There are substantial differences among the 

various national two-tier board systems.  

 

However, additionally to splitting management 

and oversight (a goal shared with unitary board 

structures), a common goal of two-tier boards is 

to bring representation of the various  

stakeholders in the company (other than its 

shareholders) into the company’s corporate 

governance. 

Those stakeholders include shareholders,  

employees, labour unions, business partners  

et cetera.  

 

The structure requires a Board of Management 

to run the daily affairs of the corporation 

and another, separate Board of Supervisors to 

hold management accountable and to protect 

the interests of stakeholders. 

 

It is our view that change is long overdue in  

order to grow, foster and develop our industry 

into a world leader that creates an environment 

to Champion the Heroes of our sport with  

Entertainment at the forefront of our Purpose 

and Mission Statement.  

 

However, without a structure that works for all 

Stakeholders, these goals and aspirations 

seem unachievable!   

-International Racing Club. 

Two-tiered approach for SA?-from Page 2 

Callan Murray sees the funny side 

It was very muddy at Kenilworth today after 58mm of rain overnight.  
 
And Callan Murray looked a little down in the dumps (left) after being 
splattered with mud and well beaten into second on Universe Boss by 
stable companion A Good Year in race 3. 
 
But he soon regained his good humour and saw the funny side (right). 
Kenilworth must be the only track in SA where they could have raced 
today, and track manager Dean Diederichs deserves plenty of kudos. –tt 
  

Pics-Wayne Marks. 
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The reigning East Cape Horse of the Year, 
World Radar, will defend her title in the 
R85 000 Listed East Cape Breeders Stakes 
over 1200m at Fairview on Friday. 
 
The Soft Falling Rain filly has won seven of her 
ten starts for the stable of champion trainer 
Alan Greeff. 

Eleven runners will face the starter, including 
the Justin Snaith trained Cape Town filly  
Trickster. Snaith won this race two years ago 
with Juniper Spring. 
 
Friday’s meeting starts with the first of eight 
races at 12:25. Race seven is the feature race 
and is off at 15:55.—Henk Steenkamp. 

Punters hopes are on the Radar  
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

The Hong Kong Jockey Club (HKJC) will 
host its annual International Sale on  
Sunday, June 27, with a 22-horse catalogue 
evenly split between Northern and Southern 
Hemisphere pedigrees.  
 
South Africa has a sole representative—Lot 19 
Winter’s Warning (What A Winter-Surabi) from 
Millstream Farm (above). 
 
The colt was purchased by the HKJC at the  
National Yearling Sale (NYS) on 24  April 2019 

for exactly R1 million.  

We will have a bigger interest a year from now, 
as Justin Vermaak bought  three crackers at 
this year’s NYS  on behalf of the HKJC.. 
 
Power Factor (Silvano — Princess Royal),  
Basman Palace (Silvano — Noor), and   
Hopjes (Gimmethegreenlight — Mocha Special) 
Fetched an impressive R4,5m between them  
 
Thoroughbredailynews.com previews this 
weekend’s sale as follows:    
   
Before their arrival, the horses had undergone 

months or more of preparation (to Page 10)  

SA interest in HK International Sale 
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under  stud master Bruce Harvey at Ascot Farm 

in Cambridge. 

 
“After the yearling sales, they all headed back 
to our farm, where they got broken in,” Harvey 
said. “I’ve got a breaker who does that, and 
then they are prepared for the Sale. After that, 

it’s whether they bring them up as 2-year-olds 
or 3-year-olds, and this year there’s a mix of 
them.” 
  
 Harvey expects that two geldings, in particular, 
will attract attention when they are sold on  
Sunday morning in Hong Kong. 
 
“There are some lovely horses here that 
breezed up this week,” he said. “But that’s not 
to say that the best breeze-up will make the 
best racehorse in Hong Kong. I thought the 
Medaglio D’Oro (Lot 18) and Street Boss (Lot 
20) 2-year-olds breezed nicely. Medaglio D’Oro 
is obviously the sire of Golden Sixty, who is a 
Champion up here, so he should be well-
received.” 
 
Lot 18 is from the Choisir mare Base Paradise, 

making him a half-brother to the Listed  
winner Mr Utopia (Elusive Quality {USA}), who 
won 10 starts in a rollicking career through 39 
races in Western Australia.  
 
Additionally, he is a half-brother 
to Brazuca (Teofilo {Ire}), a Group 2 winner in 
South Africa who was four times runner-up in 
Group 1 events. 
 
Lot 20, by Street Boss, is from the Fusaichi 
Pegasus (USA) mare Sachariste (USA). She 
was a Champion 3-Year-Old Filly in the US in 

1987, a winner of the G1 Breeders’ Cup Distaff 

S. along with two other Group 1 races. She was 
also runner-up in the G1 Hollywood Oaks. 
  
“Street Boss is just a nice type of horse that 
breeds well, and he’s a sire that’s done well in 
Hong Kong,” Harvey said. 
  
The stud master said there was little evidence 
of buyers preferring one age over another. 
 
“We’re only a few weeks from the end of the 
racing season here,” Harvey said. “By the time 
the new season comes along, these 2-year-
olds will be three when they begin racing. By 
the time they acclimatise, and settle into their 
new trainers, they’ll be 3-year-olds anyway.” 

The Sale 
The HKJC International Sale will occur this 
coming Sunday from 10am local time (4pm SA)
in the parade ring at Sha Tin racecourse. It will 
be called by auctioneer Robert Sleigh of  
Sotheby’s, with daily inspections ongoing this 
week since the 22 horses breezed on-track last 
Saturday morning. The gallops were not timed, 
but can be viewed via the HKJC website. 
  
Each of the 22 horses has been strenuously 

pre-vetted pre-export from their countries of 
origin, with a similar strategy post breeze-ups. 
 
“They go through very stringent vetting, and  
x-rays, scans and tests,” Harvey said. “By the 
time they go through the ring, it’s all very  
transparent and they’re well and truly  
scrutinised.” 
 
A live broadcast of the Sale will occur via the 
HKJC website and the full catalogue is  
AVAILABLE ONLINE. 

www.tdnausnz.com.au 

SA interest in HK Sale-from Page 8 

R2.4m Power Factor will be there next year 

As will R1,5m Hopjes. Pics Wayne Marks 

https://res.hkjc.com/campaigns/wp-content/uploads/sites/425/HKIS2021_Catalogue_Web_version.pdf
https://res.hkjc.com/campaigns/wp-content/uploads/sites/425/HKIS2021_Catalogue_Web_version.pdf
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Much decorated SA veteran Robbie Fradd (56) rode his 50th ‘metro’ winner for the season 
today at Doomben in Queensland, hence the celebratory tweet from RaceQ. 
 
The Aussies keep separate tallies for ‘metro’ and ‘country’, with the former carrying more 
prestige.  

Robbie rocks on (even though he’s) past 50   
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The crowds were back (in reduced numbers 
admittedly), the Queen made an appearance 
and the whole place got a soaking on  
Friday. Yes, it was pretty well Royal Ascot 
as normal last week. 
 
More significantly, the quality of the racing was 
right up to the expected lofty standard. Highest-
rated performance of the week came 
from Palace Pier (above), whose figure 
of TRC 127 in the G1 Queen Anne Stakes on 
Day 1 reinforced his status as the world’s #1  
racehorse in the TRC Global Rankings.  
 
And the meeting had the distinction of hosting 
three of the top ten horses in the world - Palace 
Pier, Prince of Wales’s Stakes winner Love, 
who emerges as a potential #1 herself,  
re-entering the standings at #4 after landing her 
fifth straight G1, picking up where she left off in 
2020, and impressive G1 St James’s Palace 
Stakes hero Poetic Flare, who rises 27 places 
from #37.  
 
(Love hadn’t run since last August and all  
horses are automatically excused from the  
table once they have been off the track for 180 
days). 
 
Moreover, seven of the world’s top 30 horses 
were in action Royal Ascot: As well as the 

aforementioned trio, G2 Hardwicke Stakes  
winner Wonderful Tonight is back in the  
standings at #19; mighty  
stayer Stradivarius rightly retains a high  
position at #20 despite falling short in his bid to 
win a fourth straight G1 Gold Cup; his  
successor, Subjectivist, rockets 95 places to 
#27; and Wesley Ward’s brave sprint fil-
ly Campanelle is back in the standings at #29 
after taking a nail-biting G1 Commonwealth 
Cup in the stewards’ room. 
 
You may think it odd that Strad stays above 
Subjectivist despite finishing 7¼ lengths adrift 
of him in last Thursday’s showpiece, especially 
as the Mark Johnston-trained son of Teofilo 
was endorsing the excellence of his previous 
two runs - winning the G1 Prix Royal Oak at 
ParisLongchamp last October and the G2  
Dubai Gold Cup at Meydan in March.  
 
But Stradivarius has a formidable body of work 
to his name, and one disappointing run doesn’t 
mean he is no longer a major force.  
 
Let’s hope the pair get to lock horns again in 
the Goodwood Cup on July 27. 

 
thoroughbredracing.com 

Palace Pier still #1 after Royal Ascot 

Pic-Mark Cranham/focusonracing.com  


