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Wilgerbosdrift and Mauritzfontein (WAM) lead 

on R16,907,938 while defending champions 

Klawervlei are just over R250k off the pace  

(as at 21 June).  

Another previous multiple champion  

Summerhill are a distant third on R10,7m 

John Koster’s (above) Klawervlei operation are 

in fact chasing their fourth title in five seasons, 

an amazing achievement, especially  

considering they were heavily impacted by the 

Markus Jooste debacle which blew up at the 

end of 2017.  

They also won in 2016/7 and 2017/8, before 

being beaten into second by the Oppenheimer 

family owned juggernaut in 2018/9. 

WAM amassed an amazing R29,799,250 that 

time around, but in a reflection of this reduced 

stakes age, there is no way even these  

heavyweight protagonists can get anywhere 

that level by the end of July.   

Talking of which, this year’s Vodacom July next 

Saturday (July 3) could well turn out to be 

Klawervlei’s trump card this. 

(continues Page 2)  

As we head towards the final month of the 20/21 season a fascinating 

breeder’s title battle is brewing up between the two stud farms who 

have dominated over the past few seasons. 

Breeders title race to the wire  
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Their star 3yo’s Linebacker, Rascallion, and 

Kommetdieding all have strong claims towards 

finishing in the money at least.  

But WAM have Rainbow Bridge in their corner, 

and the brilliant topweight has obvious claims 

on the R1,2 million first prize as well.     

Owners title a three-way war  

The champion owner accolade still has three 

big contenders – two established champions 

and an exciting new contender.  

Chris van Niekerk (R4,871,025) has won for the 

two most recent completed campaigns, and 

leads the way again.   

But Mrs Suzette Viljoen (R4,540,300), and  

Drakenstein Stud (Nom. Mrs Gaynor Rupert) 

(R4,494,925) are both in hot pursuit. 

It would be a real fairy tale if Mrs Viljoen could 

pull this off, as she only bought her first  

racehorse early in 2018, and has had a rise 

since then which makes the term ‘meteoric’ 

sound rather inadequate.     

And like Klawervlei, she looks have an ‘ace 

in the hole’ on July day. Her dual G1 winner 

Captain’s Ransom lines up in the Garden  

Province Stakes over 1600 as she seeks to add 

a third title at the highest level.  

A week ago this would have looked a formality, 

but she now faces a major test of her champion 

three-year-old filly credentials after Triple Tiara 

and fellow 2xG1 hero War Of Athena was 

scratched from the July to run in this race.  

For purists, this has to be the race of the day, 

and is effectively a straight shootout for the 

Equus award.  Who will be left standing? -tt   

Breeders race to the wire-from Page 1 

Suzette and Basie Viljoen (obscured) give Justin Snaith trained G3 winner Hoedspruit some TLC. 
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Topweight Rainbow Bridge pulled the number 1 draw for the Vodacom July today, and his 
legion of fans will be hoping that is a pointer towards his finishing position on July 3.  
 
However, opinion is divided as to whether the pole position barrier is a blessing or a curse, as it 
does limit a jockey in terms of tactics.  
 
Current favourite Got The Greenlight  pulled barrier 14, while leading three-year-old hope  
Linebacker was allocated gate 7, one outside of stable companion Rascallion, who has his  
supporters as well. 
 
The hugely popular Kommetdieding however is drawn on the extreme outside. But his fans  
shouldn’t tear up their tickets just yet. Three of the last five winners— 
The Conglomerate (2016-drawn 18), Do It Again (2018-15), and Belgarion (2020-17) have all been 
drawn ’badly’ and it didn’t do them any harm. –tt     

Vodacom July 2021 final field  
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The traditional Vodacom July Gallops will take place on Thursday at Hollywoodbets  
Greyville commencing from 7am.  
 
Sadly, for obvious reasons, the workouts will take place behind closed doors, but will be 
shown live on Tellytrack (Channel 249).  
 
Follow THIS LINK to view Gold Circle’s Twitter release regarding the event. 
 

July Gallops on Thursday Morning 

Defending champion Belgarion goes through his paces a year ago. Pic: Candiese Lenferna. 

https://twitter.com/i/status/1407272088008790019
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Since the Vodacom July is fast approaching, here are some pics shared by Michelle Wing 
on Facebook of  the Mike de Kock trained great Ipi Tombe. She  won the big race in 2002, 
before an even more impressive victory in the $5m Dubai Duty Free the following year. 
 
At top the now 22-year-old is with her 2013 colt by Medaglia d'Oro. And below her 2016 Fed 
Biz colt seems to be saying “play with me mom”. –tt 

Gratuitous foal pics of 2002 July champ  
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2014 Vodacom Durban July winner  
LEGISLATE, had a bright future ahead of 
him when he retired to the beautiful  
Drakenstein Stud as a stallion.  
 
As Horse Of The Year with great public  
support, the future for the handsome son of 
Dynasty seemed certain. However, it was soon 
discovered that he had fertility problems.  
 
Devastated by the news, his own breeder 
Vaughan Koster contacted John Freeman and 
Gaynor Rupert, offering to give the horse a 
home if “nobody was going to be utilising him”.  
 
They agreed and LEGISLATE returned to 
Cheveley to stand at stud and for Vaughan to 
retire him there.  
 
From very small numbers, LEGISLATE has 
produced Hoedspruit (Legal Eagle Stakes Gr3), 
Speed Machine (Sophomore Sprint L), Swazi 
Queen (East Cape Oaks L) and Zimbaba 
(Swallow Stakes L), amongst others.  
 
“For now, he is running in the pastures at 
Cheveley and we love him”, says Vaughan.  
 
As life would have it, the horse LEGISLATE 
beat on an objection in the 2014 Vodacom  
Durban July, Wylie Hall, is also a stallion at 
Cheveley Stud.  
So the story does have a happy ending! 
TSA News on Facebook 

Legislate happy and free at Cheveley  

IF YOU MISS A NEWSLETTER, CLICK 
THIS LINK FOR PAST ISSUES  

www.turftalk.co.za  

https://www.turftalk.co.za/get-turf-talks-daily-newsletter/
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

Cape Thoroughbred Sales (CTS) has  
confirmed that the date for the 2022 Cape  
Premier Yearling Sale (at De Grendel-abpve)
is Sunday, 6 February, 2022, a week after 
the 2022 Cape Met. 
 
Grant Knowles, Bloodstock and Marketing  
Director for CTS, commented: “We are pleased 
to advise vendors and buyers of this date, so 
that they can plan well ahead.  
 
“As per tradition, the 2022 sale will be held in 
the spectacular late Cape summer and will be 
preceded by a golf day, and social functions. 
The sale itself will offer the customary CTS  
hospitality.” 

Knowles reminds breeders that the deadline for 
entries for the 2021 CTS Ready To Run Sale at 
Kenilworth on 31 October has been extended 

from 1 July to 20 August 2021. 
 
“We have had an increased demand from  
vendors after the cancellation of the KZN  
Yearling Sale, and our Ready To Run Sale will 
assist those breeders who have not yet had an 
opportunity to sell their horses.” 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE  
CONTACT:  
 
Grant Knowles grant@cthbs.com 082 882 9774 

 

Date for 2022 CTS Premier Sale 
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The Fairview satellite yard of KwaZulu-Natal 
trainer Kom Naidoo sends out its first two  
runners on Friday. 
 
The stable is very excited about the new venture. 
 
Badrah in race 5 and Vihzoe’s Magic in race 8, both 
3-year-old fillies, will get things under way at the  
Fairview Turf meeting. 
 
“We expect nice runs from them. Both are well,”  
Naidoo said. 
 
“Of course it is their first time at Fairview but we hope 
that the yard does well and grows from here.” 
Lunga Gila will be running the satellite yard and is no stranger to Fairview. 
When Western Cape trainer Glen Kotzen had a satellite yard at Fairview it 
was also Gila that was calling the shots. 
 
“Lunga is good at what he does. We have faith in him for our stable to do 
well,” Naidoo explained.—Henk Steenkamp 

Kom’s satellite into orbit over Fairview   


