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 www.turftalk.co.za  / editor@turftalk.co.za     Monday 21 June, 2021 

 There were 30 horses still standing their 

ground at time of writing and they are all  

looking for a place in the final field of 18 which 

will be announced tomorrow (Tuesday). The 

two reserves chosen also have hope of  

ultimately lining up on July 3. 

 

Looking at the last VDJ log, two places have 

become available in the top 18 with the 

scratchings of War Of Athena and Trip To  

Africa. 

Doublemint, a Listed winner this season who 

was in 17th position on the final log, will also be 

under pressure to keep his position as he has 

been unplaced in both of his SA Champions 

Season, the Grade 2 WSB 1900 and the Grade 

3 Hollywoodbets Dolphins Cup Trial. 

Another top 18 incumbent whose place will be 

under pressure is Running Brave who has not 

been herself in her last two starts in which she 

was beaten a combined margin of 40,50 

lengths. 

Realistic contenders for those two definite and 

four possible places include five horses i. e. 

Silver Host, Jubilee winner Johnny Hero 

(supplemented following that win), (to Page 2)

THE Justin Snaith trained Silver Host handed  the Vodacom  

Durban July final field panellists a last minute curve ball when winning 

the Grade 2 Track and Ball Derby (above) over 2450m at Hollywoodbets  

Scottsville on Saturday and it made their task of avoiding the annual 

controversy that follows their decision a tad tougher. 

July panel have plenty to ponder  
Pic-Candiese Lenferna. 
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Cup Trial runner up Tristful, Grade 2 New Turf 

Carriers Western Cape Stayers winner Atyaab 

and Jubilee runner up Shango. 

Winners of the Track And Ball Derby do not get 

preferential consideration for final field inclusion 

but Silver Host had been among the five horses 

looking in just outside the top 20 on the last July 

log and winning a Grade 3 together with his 

Grade 2 runner up position in the Western Cape 

Stayers might see him leapfrog those whose log 

position was based on placed performances in 

Graded races. 

Snaith’s opinion that the four-year-old  

Drakenstein Stud homebred Silvano gelding is 

the best stayer in the country went some way to 

being justified on Saturday.  

However, the July has always been on his  

program too. 

The T&B Derby 0,70 length runner up Dream 

Destiny was rated only 73 before the race but 

more interesting was the 2,60 length third 

placed finisher, the Grade 1 SA Derby runner 

up Pamushana’s Pride. 

 

The latter was two lengths clear of Shah Akbar 

in the SA Derby and Shah Akbar was in 16th 

position on the last July log having followed that 

SA Derby fourth with another Grade 1 fourth in 

the Daily News 2000. 

However, the difficulty the panellists face in  

Silver Host’s case is that he received 1.5kg 

from former Cape Derby winner Atyaab when 

beaten 2,25 lengths in the Western Cape  

Stayers over 2800m and the latter was only in 

20th position on the last July log. 

On the other hand Silver Host did beat Atyaab 

by 2,25 lengths in the Grade 3 Chairman’s Cup 

over 2500m albeit when receiving 4.5kg. 

 

Johnny Hero is rated only 106 but the Jubilee  

is among the four races in the   (to Page 4)  

July panel plenty to ponder-from Page 1 

She’s A Keeper wins WSB 1900 easily. Pic: Candiese Lenferna. 
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July conditions where the winner is given  

preferential consideration for inclusion in the 

final field. It will not be unprecedented to  

exclude him though as this happened to Coral 

Fever, who was supplemented following his  

Jubilee win in 2017 yet was still omitted from 

the final field.  

 

If Johnny Hero is excluded there are bound to 

be grumbles because the Grade 2 WSB 1900 

winner She’s A Keeper and runner up  

Matterhorn were in 14th and 15th place in the 

last log despite merit ratings of 96 and 101  

respectively.  

 

However, the WSB 1900 has a condition  

attached whereby the winner cannot get more 

than a six point merit rated raise and none of 

the other runners in the race can receive any 

raise unless requested by the connections.  

 

Both horses would  otherwise likely have been 

as high if not higher rated than Johnny Hero. 

(In fact She’s A Keeper ran to 104 there, and 

Matterhorn 110. However being the winner of 

five of her six starts, She’s A Keeper is likely to 

improve markedly on that level in the near  

future. -tt ed) 

Furthermore, Matterhorn subsequently finished 

a narrow and unlucky second in the Grade 3 

Lonsdale Stirrup Cup over 2400m which  

convinced the panellists he deserved a lofty log 

position. 

Tristful, who was in 19th place on the last log, 

looked to have booked his place when finishing 

a narrow second in the Cup Trial.  

 

However, Silver Host has now created a  

sleepless night or two for Tristful’s connections 

who face the possible prospect of being the first 

reserve for two years running. 

Nexus, 13th on the log, was only third in the 

Cup Trial but was giving Tristful 1.5kg and lost 

to him by only 0,40 lengths. Furthermore, he 

won the Grade 2 Peninsula Handicap over 

1800m in December, where he gave Silver Host 

6kg and a 3,70 length beating. 

Super Silvano was a narrow second in the  

Peninsula, receiving 6kg, and then beat Nexus 

a head when fourth in the Premier Trophy  

receiving only 1.5kg but he was well beaten by 

third-placed African Night Sky, who is still 

standing his ground in the July.  

Super Silvano was also only fourth in the  

Western Cape Stayers. Furthermore, he and 

African Night Sky have done nothing since the 

publication of the last log to be catapulted  

upwards from their positions outside the top 20. 

Shango probably needed to win the Jubilee to 

be a definite inclusion but he was giving Johnny 

Hero 4kg and was beaten only 0,75 lengths so 

warrants consideration for a final 18 berth. 

Tree Tumbo, who has won three races this  

season and finished third in the Grade 1 WSB 

Summer Cup, ruined his chances by managing 

only 5th in the Cup Trial. 

Flying Carpet, fourth in the Grade 1 WSB SA 

Classic, would have needed to do better than 

seventh in the Daily News 2000. 

Nevertheless the panellists face a tough day in 

the  selection process and they might be hoping 

for a scratching or two to help them out. 

www.goldcircle.co.za—David Thiselton 

 

 

July Panel plenty to ponder-from Page 2 

Nexus wins Peninsula Handicap  Pic: Wayne Marks. 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, FOR 
THE PRICE OF A FACE MASK! 
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The inaugural CTS Farm Yearling Sale at  
De Grendel on Sunday saw 106 of the 118 
lots offered sold for an aggregate spend of 
R7,645,000.  
 
The average price was R72,122, and the  
median R60,000.   
 
“The sale was very well-attended and extremely 
solid. De Grendel was absolutely superb, as 
was the weather.  
 
“The clearance rate of almost 90% was also  
good. Which is very promising in the times we 
are facing right now in the middle of a  
pandemic where many businesses are  
struggling.  
 
“All-in-all we can go away from the sale feeling 
quite positive.” 
 
(Grant Knowles—CTS  Bloodstock and  
Marketing Director) 
 
Wilgerbosdrift supplied the two top priced  
yearlings. Suzette and Basie Viljoen paid 
R300,000 for Lot 126 right at the end.  
 

The elegant filly Fur Baby (above) is by Ideal 
World and the first foal of Chinchilla (Dynasty). 
She is a three-parts sister to G3 winner Wonder 
Lawn.  
 
The same farm's Lot 38 (below) had led the 
way at R260,000 for most of the afternoon.  
 
The colt Insightful is by Oratorio, and out of Fort 
Wood mare Loupe, who has produced eight 
previous foals, of whom all but one are winners. 
(continues Page 8) 

Inaugural CTS Farm Sale a success    
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Klawervlei topped the charts by aggregate, with 
their bumper 32 yearlings raking in R2,29m at 
an average of R71,562.  
 

Leading sire by aggregate was rising star  
William Longsword, whose ten lots produced 
R790,000 in total, followed by fellow Klawervlei 
stallion Pomodoro. 

Top buyer was Sean Tarry, who purchased 
eight yearlings for R565,000. He just shaded 
Paul Lafferty, who spent R560,000 for five.  -tt   

 
(all images Wayne Marks) 

   

Inaugural Farm Sale success-from Page 6 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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Ahead of the transfer of the horseracing and 
tote business from Phumelela to 4Racing, 
the parties are pleased to announce that  
initiatives are being undertaken to enhance 
the business through additional support of 
horseracing. 
 
* Stakes for minor races in the Eastern Cape 
will increase from R50,000 to R60,000 per race 
in July.  
 
Additionally, Listed and Non-Black Type feature 
races in the Eastern Cape will increase from 
R85,000 to R100,000 and R80,000 to R90,000 
respectively. 

 
* From the start of the Highveld Spring Season 
in October, minor races in the three current  
tiers will increase from R70,000 to R85,000; 

R77,500 to R92,500 and R85,000 to R100,000 
respectively. Simultaneously, Maiden Plates will 
receive an even bigger increase and rise from 
R70,000 to R90,000. 

In addition, SAEHP (SA Equine Health &  
Protocols) has been provided with funding to 
stabilise its operations which were disrupted 
during lockdown. 

Phumelela press release 
 
 
  

Gauteng and East Cape stakes increases 
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

OISIN Murphy was named top jockey at  
Royal Ascot for the first time at the end of a  
rollercoaster week for the 25-year-old. 
 
He lifted the leading rider trophy thanks to five 
winners and in doing so became the first pilot 
other than Ryan Moore or Frankie Dettori since 
2013 to do so. 
 
Moore finished one behind Murphy on four with 
Dettori on three, with the Irishman also setting 
the early pace in the overall jockey  
championship. 
 
But it wasn't all plain-sailing for Murphy who 
endured a typically eventful few days at the 
Royal Meeting, mostly as the rain poured on 
Friday. 

It might had been six for the week had he not 
been disqualified on Dragon Symbol in the 
Commonwealth Cup. 
 
There he lost the race in the stewards' room to 
rival, but best mate and mentor, Dettori and his 
mount Campanelle. Murphy also picked up a 
four day ban for careless riding after the  
incident. 
 
But he quickly put that behind him with a  
cracking ride to land another Group 1 in the 
Coronation Stakes, just minutes after coming 
out of the stewards room. 
 
He gave Alcohol Free a cool as a cucumber 
ride for Andrew Balding to claim the £250,000 
first prize. (to Page 14)  

Murphy’s Law at Royal Ascot  
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From left Al Bragga, Fort Red, Night Song, Persistence, Al Wahed, and 
Helen’s Blush take a stroll through the (freezing) Atlantic at Mike  
Stewart’s Noordhoek base. The arty picture was taken by stable  
employee Robert Barrett, grandson of owner Paul Barrett.      

Stewart’s stars take a Noordhoek stroll    
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But his day didn't end there and tricky Alcohol 
Free decided to throw Murphy to the floor just 
as he was turning back in for his mini victory 
lap. It really was one of those days. 
 
The 25-year-old went on to ride another winner 
just two races later and his weekend was  
complete when he rode for The Queen on the 
final day. 
 
He couldn't get Her Majesty a winner but later 
steered Foxes Tales to win the Golden Gates 
Handicap and inch ahead from Moore. 

Murphy smiled: "I wouldn’t have expected it if 
you had asked me on Tuesday morning if I 
would be leading jockey this week - of course 
not.  
 
“It normally belongs on Ryan or Frankie, but 
they gave me a turn this week. 

"Thanks very much to the fast horses. It has 
been a super week. It’s special, because as I 
get older, I appreciate these days more and 
more. I know I’m only 25, but life, as we learnt 
this week, is precious, and it’s a continuous  
reminder. 
 
"My best moment of the week was Alcohol 
Free. She came along at a very important time 
in my career last year - I was under a lot of 
pressure and I managed to nail a Group 1 – 
and yesterday was a similar scenario. The 
pressure was on."  thesun.co.uk 

 
Individual ride-of-Royal-Ascot  for Turf Talk  
though was by the ice-cool Shane Kelly on  
Rohaan in Saturday’s Wokingham Stakes 
over 1200m (below). As Racing Post put it:  
  
“Kelly showed nerves of steel to bring  
Rohaan from last to first in the 21-runner 
field to beat Fresh into second with heavily-
backed 3-1 favourite King's Lynn in third.”  

Murphy’s Law at Ascot-from Page 12 

Pic-Harry Trump. 


