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The next phase of the dream would be hugs 

and kisses in the winner’s enclosure. Zackey is 

first and foremost a family man. His first hug 

would have been reserved for his daughter  

Nadine. 

Upon awakening, reality would set in for the 

Turffontein conditioner now in his early 70s.  

 

As the record books show, Pomodoro got the  

verdict that year to give owner Chris van 

Niekerk the first of back-to-back July wins. 

It is somewhat ironic that Pomodoro was ridden 

by Piere Strydom who, over the years, has  

ridden many winners for the Zackey stable. 

Now, nine years later and almost out of the 

blue, Zackey can once again dream of July  

glory with his four-year-old, Johnny Hero. 

The son of Gimmethegreenlight — also the sire 

of July favourite Got The Greenlight — won 

Sunday’s grade 3 Jubilee Handicap at  

Turffontein and earned himself “preferential 

consideration” from Gold Circle for the big race. 

As Zackey was ill and unable to attend  

Sunday’s meeting, Johnny Hero’s July  

participation could not be confirmed. But the 

trainer has never been one to duck a challenge 

— proof of this is sending Glider Pilot to  

contest the 2017 Daily News and Pennington 

Sands for a CTS race in the Cape. (to Pg 2) 

It would be no surprise if, in his dreams, veteran trainer Tyrone Zackey 

sees Smanjemanje getting the better of a neck-and-neck finish with  

Pomodoro in the 2012 Vodacom Durban July, writes David Mollett.     

 Can Tyrone’s dream come true?  
Pomodoro pips Smanjemanje (right) in the 2012 July. Pic: Liesl King. 
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On home ground, one of Zackey’s biggest  

successes came with Judicial, winner of the 

2014 Victory Moon Stakes. The horse was bred 

by Scott Bros, and Robin Stud’s Nottingham 

Road operation has provided many of the  

stable’s winners. 

One can only imagine what the affable and  

likable horseman could have achieved were he 

given more opportunities.” 

In my 49 years as a racing scribe, only Geoff 

Woodruff falls into the same category as  

someone who is as easy to interview. 

It will come as a surprise to many that Zackey 

— after about 30 years as a breeder and owner 

— only took out his licence in 2000. 

He quickly made his mark in the next two  

decades despite stressing that: “It’s not an easy 

game training slow horses. It’s not difficult to 

train good horses, but when you have ordinary 

horses you find yourself trying tongue-ties, 

blinkers, different bits, different jockeys and  

different work routines.” 

On the subject of jockeys, the intriguing  

question is who will partner Johnny Hero if he 

makes the final July field? 

As he won on the gelding on Sunday, Kabelo 

Matsunyane must be on the shortlist despite 

having just become a fully fledged jockey.  

It would be a wonderful moment for a youngster 

who rode his first winner in June 2018. 

Then, with Running Brave (10th in the July log) 

reported to be not striding out in Sunday’s race, 

it could leave Greg Cheyne without a ride and 

he has tonnes of big race experience. 

 

Equally, there is now a question mark over  

ExpressfromtheUS (beaten six lengths), but he 

did concede 9.5kg to Johnny Hero. 

ExpressfromtheUS was ridden by Marco van 

Rensburg, who has ridden the Zackey inmate 

four times in 2021 and won on him in April. 

Before the 2018 Premier’s Champions  

Challenge when Glider Pilot was taking on  

Legal Eagle, Zackey was asked whether he 

thought it worthwhile taking on Sean Tarry’s 

champion.  

His response: “If we don’t have a ticket, we 

don’t have a hope of glory.” 

The same maxim will apply to Johnny Hero in 

the July. Never mind that the form book says 

the four-year-old has little hope of beating the 

likes of Got The Greenlight, Linebacker and 

Rainbow Bridge. 

Zackey will simply point out that pundits said 

the same thing about Smanjemanje in 2012.  

Courtesy of Business Day 

  

 

  

  

  

 

Can Tyrone’s dream come true?—from Pg 1 
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

PE based jockey Kendall Minnie popped 
‘THE’ question to SA’s only qualified female 
rider Justine King on Monday. And as is  
obvious from Kendall’s ‘cat who got the 
cream’ expression on the right, she said 
YESSSSSS.   
 
This continues a long tradition of female jocks 
quickly being snapped up. Gavin Lerena,  
Sherman Brown, and Sean Cormack are all in 
blessed union with (female) former riders 
 
All at Turf Talk wish the  young couple plenty of 
happiness and success in the future.  

She said yesssss……... 
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Lot 75 
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SA’s premier horse transport company New Turf 
Carriers have kindly donated a table for 10  
(worth R2250) at the CTS Farm Yearling Sale  
Barnyard Bash on Friday June 18th to the winner 
of another easy-to-enter competition.   
 
Simply predict the winners of the five feature  
races at Greyville next Saturday 12 June. 
Race 3: Lighthouse Foundation Devon Air Stakes (L) 
Race 4: Cell C Sharks Gatecrasher Stakes (L) 
Race 5: Hollywoodbets Dolphins Cup Trial (G3) 
Race 6: East Coast Radio Tibouchina Stakes (G2)    
Race 7: Hollywoodbets Gold Challenge (G1) 
 
Simply send your NAME, CONTACT NUMBER and  
SELECTIONS to editor@turftalk.co.za with subject 
line NEW TURF BARNYARD COMP.  
One point per correct prediction. 
Only one entry per name/email address.  
In the event of a tie, lots will be drawn for a winner. 
Editor’s decision is final.  
Competition closes 12 noon Saturday.  
 
(It was mistakenly previously reported that this  
competition was cancelled. It is DEFINITELY still on 
and is your last chance to get tickets, as the Barnyard 
Bash is  now sold out.)  

New Turf giveaway is still on!!! 
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The then Rothmans July was very different back in 1982, as this extract from Charles 
Baker’s excellent Vintage South African Horse Racing facebook page makes clear.   
 
Back in the day you could smoke yourself to death in peace, and nobody was going to tell you it 
was wrong, or try and talk you out of it! 
 
And after imbibing biblical quantities of alcohol, you would crawl back to your car and drive home, 
without a second thought. Because the next day you wouldn’t be able to remember driving home!  
-tt 

Things were far better in the old days... 
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CTS and Turf Talk are running a simple fun competition around the 
forthcoming Farm Yearling Sale at De Grendel on Sunday 20 June.  
Just follow the listed baby steps.  
 
1) Peruse the Catalogue HERE. 
2) Select what you think will be the TOP PRICED LOT. 
3) Decide what PRICE you think he/she will go for.  
4) Send your NAME, CONTACT NUMBER, selected LOT NUMBER and 

predicted PRICE to editor@turftalk.co.za with subject line 
CTS FARM COMP  

 
The person who correctly selects the sale  
topper, and is closest  to the actual price 
paid will walk off with: 
A) A R3000 tote betting voucher 
B) A Gift Pack of superb De Grendel wine 
 
Only one entry per email address.  
Editor’s decision is final.     

Win ‘Beeg’ with CTS and Turf Talk 

https://capethoroughbredsales.com/sales/2021-fys
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MONEY talks at Royal Ascot and in a normal 
year you could expect to see some  
high-profile owners strut their stuff. 
 
Next week things might be a bit different with 
the attendance capped at 12,000, but the big 
guns will still be out to play. 
 

The Queen - £350 million 
 
A Royal Meeting is nothing without the Queen 
but the traditional Royal procession could again 
be missing this year. 
 

In normal times each day would start with the 
procession of carriages, with the Queen leading 
in other guests, usually high-profile owners and 
other Royals. 
 
But it's the action on the track the Queen is 
there for and she'll be represented by a number 
of horses again next week, including Tactical 
for trainer Andrew Balding. 
 
She has had a staggering 71 winners at the 
meeting. The most famous of those might be 
Estimate's Gold Cup win in 2013, with the 
memorable scenes being screened around the 
globe. (continues Page 14) 

Mega-rich getting ready for Royal Ascot   
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Sheikh Mohammed - £10 billion 
They don't come much richer than the Dubai 
ruler and his famous Godolphin colours are a 
regular on the biggest and best racecourses 
around the world. 
 
Just this weekend he won the Derby with 
Adayar and the Belmont Stakes with Essential 
Quality for a cool £2 million. 
 
This year at Ascot, the likes of Highland  
Avenue in the St James's Palace Stakes will 
lead the 'boys in blue' charge. 
 
It's unlikely the Sheikh will visit Ascot this year, 
but luckily for him he can enjoy one of 
his properties that make up his £500 million 
empire on these shores. 
 

John Magnier (Coolmore) - £2 billion 
Coolmore Stud have made their millions on the 
racetrack and they continue to dominate on the 
Flat. With their ace trainer Aidan O'Brien  
consistently delivering the goods and superstar 
stallion Galileo continuing to produce stars, 
their power shows no signs of slipping. 
  
Next week the likes of Love, Mother Earth,  
Armory and a host of two-year-olds will  
descend on Ascot. 
 
O'Brien has trained a ridiculous 70 Royal  
winners on his own and in 2016 had an  
incredible seven winners in one year. 

Aiyawatt Srivaddhanaprabha  
(King Power Racing) - £3 billion 

After his dad's tragic death in 2018,  
Srivaddhanaprabha took on not just the running 
of Leicester City but also his string of top-class  
racehorses. 
 
The operation, which can be spotted on the 
racecourse in the blue and white colours of 
Leicester, have hundreds of horses in training 
in Britain with a number of trainers. 
 
This year Tim Easterby's Winter Power in the 
King's Stand and Sir Michael Stoute's Queen 
Power could lead the Ascot charge. 
 
thesun.co.uk 

Mega-rich getting ready for Ascot-from Pg 12  
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The trainer and the owner of Kentucky  
Derby winner Medina Spirit filed a lawsuit 
Monday asking a judge to order racing  
officials to conduct more testing before 
stripping the colt of its victory in the Run for 
the Roses. 
 
In a civil action filed in Franklin Circuit Court, 
Bob Baffert and Zedan Racing Stables asked 
for a temporary injunction barring the Kentucky 
Horse Racing Commission from taking action 
against their horse until additional tests are run. 

Medina Spirit was found to have the anti-
inflammatory drug betamethasone in his  
system May 1, when he was first to cross the 
Kentucky Derby finish line. 
 
The medication is common in horse racing, but 
under state guidelines, it has to be  
administered several days ahead of a race and 
be out of the animal's system when it runs. It's 
feared that overuse of the drug could mask  
injuries and lead to catastrophic breakdowns. 
  
Baffert said Medina Spirit accidentally received 
betamethasone when he was treated with  
Otomax, an ointment used for skin irritation, 
which incidentally contains the steroid. 
 
Baffert's team is demanding that the racing 
commission test samples from Medina Spirit for 
Otomax. 
 
The plaintiffs claim that if the horse can be 
shown to have had Otomax in his system that 
day, it will prove that the colt's team didn't 
knowingly violate the spirit of regulations. 
 
"The manner in which the betamethasone 
found its way into Medina Spirit is critical," the 
complaint says. "There is a huge difference in a 

betamethasone finding due to an interarticular 
joint injection versus one from a topical  
ointment — from both a regulatory and public 
relations standpoint." 

A spokeswoman for the racing commission  
declined to comment Tuesday. A leading  
equine veterinarian, Dr. Mary Scollay, executive  
director and chief operating officer of the  
Racing Medication and Testing Consortium, 
said she's not sure that the presence of Otomax 
would completely clear the horse. 
 
"Doesn't prove Otomax was the sole source of 
exposure," she said. "Stewards consider  
mitigating and aggravating circumstances. Not 
sure how they'd interpret the Otomax." Baffert 
has been suspended for two years from 
Churchill Downs. Medina Spirit's Derby win is 
under scrutiny, and he could still be  
disqualified.          nbcnews.com 

 
 

Baffert files lawsuit for more testing 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com

