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The Vercingetorix colt (above) gave  

19-year-old Luke Ferraris his career fifth Gr 1 

victory. 

Marshall’s Hollywoodbets Scottsville Grade 1 

run started in 1994 when Taban won what is 

today called the Golden Horse Sprint under 

Anton Marcus at odds of 8/1.  

He won that same race in 1996 with Bold 

Thatch, win converted 20/1 odds under Felix 

Coetzee. 

He also won the SA Fillies Sprint on 1996 with 

Wonderful World who was ridden by Robbie 

Fradd and at 20/1 odds she downed the top 

class sprinter Harry’s Charm. 

In 1997 the Gallic League filly Readallaboutit, 

who won the Allan Robertson Championship at 

10/1 odds under Robbie Fradd.  

His next Hollywoodbets Scottsville Grade 1 win 

was in the 2009 Gold Medallion with the Var 

colt Villandry, who was brought home by Felix 

Coetzee at odds of 9/1.  

Marshall was particularly proud of his next 

Grade 1 win at the Pietermaritzburg track,  

All Is Secret, who won the Allan Robertson  

Championship in 2012, as he trained both of 

her parents Captain Al and Secret Of Victoria. 

All Is Secret was ridden by Anton Marcus and 

converted odds of 38/10. (continues Page 2)  

Vaughan Marshall, having won Sunday's Gold Medallion with Ambiorix, 

has landed Hollywoodbets Scottsville Grade 1s in 4 different decades. 

Marshall a man for the ages  
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In 2016 Marshall scored a Grade 1 double at 

the Festival Of Speed meeting. All Is Secret's 

full-sister The Secret Is Out won the Allan  

Robertson under MJ Byleveld at odds of 14/10. 

The Captain Al colt Always In Charge, ridden by 

Anton Marcus, then converted 5/2 odds in the 

Gold Medallion.. Ambiorix made it a tenth  

Hollywoodbets Scottsville Grade 1 win for  

Marshall on Sunday, winning at odds of 25/3.  

It is fitting that he has had such success at this 

track as he was a pupil at Maritzburg College 

where he excelled at sport, particularly cricket. 

for which he represented Natal Schools.  

Ambiorix gave Marshall his second Grade 1 win 

in the space of eight days and his third of the 

season. His stalwart three-year-old gelding 

Linebacker has won both the Cape Derby and 

the Daily News 2000 this season and is 4/1 with 

Hollywoodbets to give Marshall his first 

Vodacom Durban July win.  

Marshall has for a long time been known for his 

expertise with two-year-olds, although he is  

certainly not one-dimensional as his CV also 

contains three Met wins, five Cape Guineas 

wins and two Cape Derby wins among other big 

race success.  

Sunday's win was a particularly impressive 

training feat as the colt had not raced since the 

27th of February when a 2,50 length second in 

the Grade 3 Cape Of Good Hope Nursery.  

Ferraris showed his fine race-riding intuition 

once again, revealing afterwards he had  

possibly made a mistake in the Cape Nursery 

by having him in behind horses.  

He said: “I asked Mr Marshall if I could ride him 

like in his first race. He has a very relaxed  

running style. He pinged the gate and just kept 

rolling.”  

Vercingetorix is by multiple champion sire  

Silvano and the latter's blood already provided 

success in this family as Ambiorix's dam  

Darling Moon is a half-sister to the dual G3  

winning Silvano gelding Astro News.  

Vercingetorix is proving to be a producer of 

speed and precocity, unlike Silvano, and this 

might be due to the influence of his National 

Assembly dam National Vixen. Both of  

Vercingetorix's Grade 1 winners to date have 

achieved their Grade 1 success in two-year-old 

sprints at Hollywoodbets Scottsville, the first 

being Vernichey in last year's Allan Robertson.  

However, Vercingetorix has produced stakes 

winners up to 1800m and is sire of the Marshall

-trained Rascallion, who was a fast finishing 

second in the Daily News 2000.. 

Therefore Ambiorix, whose dam won a Listed 

race over 1400m, should get the 1400m of the 

Grade 2 Durban Golden Horseshoe on 

Vodacom Durban July day.  

 

goldcircle.co.za-David Thiselton 

Marshall man for the ages—from Pg 1 

All Is Secret wins the 2012 Allan Robertson. 

Marshall had his hands full on Sunday. 
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David Ferraris is “over the moon” following 
the news son Luke will join the Hong Kong 
riding ranks next season as a mini-reunion 
looms for the famous South African racing 
family. 
 
Luke will arrive in Hong Kong in August with his 
mother Pam, who has been stuck in South  
Africa for six months due to Covid-19 travel  
restrictions. 
 
“We were all just waiting for the news from the 
Jockey Club and now that it’s such good news, 
arrangements are being made,” said Ferraris, 
whose daughter Caroline is studying in Cape 
Town. 
 
“Pam has been stuck in South Africa and she 
will come back with Luke, who I haven’t seen 
for at least a year and a half.” 
 
Despite his tender age of just 19, Ferraris is 
convinced his son has the tools to cut it in one 
of the world’s toughest racing jurisdictions. 
 
“He’s done really well, he’s got a thinking 
head on him and he really is a big-race  
jockey.  
 
“We call him Cool Hand Luke and he doesn’t 
get the name for nothing,” the veteran  
trainer said. 
 
The 57-year-old will be doing everything he can 
to ensure Luke – a two-time champion  
apprentice in South Africa with five Group Ones 
to his name – gets a flying start to the next 
phase of his career. 
   
“I’ll be desperately trying to get a couple ready 
for him to win on – I probably won’t be running 
too many from now until the end of the season,” 
he said. 
 
“I will try to give Luke a chance to win on one or 
two of them next season. I will never ask him to 
ride something of mine that clearly hasn’t got a 
chance and he can get something else.” 
 
On top of that, Ferraris hopes a childhood spent 
at Sha Tin will hold his son in good stead come 
the start of next season on September 5. 
 
“He was a little boy growing up here and he 
was always with me on the track,” Ferraris said. 
“They all know him, even the Chinese trainers 

know him. It all boils down to a bit of support, 
that’s all he needs. 
 
“He’s grown up with [Caspar Fownes’] kids and 
I’m hoping Caspar will give him a ride or two 
and I know Tony Millard will, so it’s not like he’s 
a complete stranger. 
  
“I know this place is funny but let them see how 
he rides – they will all want to see how he rides 
and I’m hoping when they see how he rides 
he’ll get support.” 
 
While Luke told the Post in January his dad will 
“let me know if he thinks I should have done 
something else”, David said it is the family  
patriarch – legendary ex-trainer Ormond  
Ferraris – that has been the most prolific source 
of feedback. 
 
“Luke and I get on very well. He gets a lot of 
advice from his grandad, who takes a very keen 
interest,” he said. 
(continues Page 6) 

Ferraris snr ‘over the moon’ for Luke  

With Caroline, Luke, and Jeff Lloyd. Pic: Kenneth Chan. 
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“He speaks to him probably more often than I 
do with regards to races because he’s retired 
so he just watches Luke ride. 
 
“If he thinks he can help him improve he’ll tell 
him and I think Luke has taken that advice  
really well and his riding has just improved.” 
 
One galloper Ferraris isn’t saving for his son is 
Nitro Express, who chases back-to-back wins in 
the Class Four Silver Mine Bay Handicap 
(1,650m) at Happy Valley on Wednesday night. 
 
“If he’d drawn a gate I’d say absolutely [he 
could win again] but it’s going to be hard now 
because he’s drawn nine,” he said. “It’s not  
going to be easy but the horse is absolutely  
flying.” 

Ferraris also saddles up Young Glory and 
Prince Of Bon Bon at the city circuit. 

www.scmp.com 

Ferraris snr ‘over the moon’—from Page 4 

Luke’s first Grade 1 win on Miss Florida for Justin Snaith and Nic Jonsson . Pic: Twitter 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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CTS and Turf Talk are running a simple fun competition around the 
forthcoming Farm Yearling Sale at De Grendel on Sunday 20 June.  
Just follow the listed baby steps.  
 
1) Peruse the Catalogue HERE. 
2) Select what you think will be the TOP PRICED LOT. 
3) Decide what PRICE you think he/she will go for.  
4) Send your NAME, CONTACT NUMBER, selected LOT NUMBER and 

predicted PRICE to editor@turftalk.co.za with subject line 
CTS FARM COMP  

 
The person who correctly selects the sale  
topper, and is closest  to the actual price 
paid will walk off with: 
A) A R3000 tote betting voucher 
B) A Gift Pack of superb De Grendel wine 
 
Only one entry per email address.  
Editor’s decision is final.     

Win ‘Beeg’ with CTS and Turf Talk 

https://capethoroughbredsales.com/sales/2021-fys
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The recent Daily News 2000 race meeting 
marked the first time South African  
horseplayers were able to bet into Hong 
Kong’s mega tote pools on a race meeting 
in this country and the turnover generated 
in just a few hours was astonishing. 

 
The Hong Kong Jockey Club classified the 29 
May Daily News 2000 meeting as a World Pool 
event, resulting in punters in Hong Kong being 
able to take the normal range of Hong Kong 
tote bets on races two to nine. 
 
Four South African tote pools on the same  
races were commingled into Hong Kong pools - 
Win, Place, Swinger and Quinella - with local 
TAB pools on all other bet types. 
 
Total gross turnover on the eight races was 
R486 million, comprising R405 million bet by 
Hong Kong punters with South Africa and other 
international sources contributing R81 million. 
 
The amount bet must be viewed against the 
background that it was a stand-alone televised 
event in Hong Kong and took place in a 
timeframe from 18:25 to 22:35 in the Far East. 

The average pool totals on the four commingled 
bet types are striking to say the least. Win pools 
averaged R9.4 million gross, Place pools R10.1 
million and the Swinger (Quinella Place in Hong 
Kong) R13.5 million. 
 
The Quinella (first two any order and the  
equivalent of the Dupla that was once offered in 
South Africa) was by far the most popular bet 
on the meeting with eight pools averaging 
R15.1 million gross. 
 
Lance Smith, who manages Tellytrack and 
Phumelela’s international operations, said:  
 
“Betting into pools of that size on local races 
was a first for South African punters and the 
horseracing industry in this country earned a 
substantial commission from the undertaking. 
 
“The event was generally well received in Hong 
Kong and there’s good news ahead because 
the Gold Cup race meeting at the end of July 
will also be classified as a World Pool event by 
the Hong Kong Jockey Club,” continued Smith.  
 
“But there are issues to be resolved before then 
including the length of time taken to declare  
official results.” 
 
A full breakdown of the tote betting on the eight 
races is below. Please note these are gross 
pools. 
 
Gold Circle and Phumelela Media Release 

Daily News World Pool day big $$uccess   

Bet Type Race 2 Race 3 Race 4 Race 5  

Win R 5 563 659 R 9 114 119 R 9 397 854 R 10 348 854  

Place R 7 103 578 R 7 958 481 R 8 853 368 R 9 699 499  

Quinella R 9 932 640 R 13 058 479 R 13 832 424 R 14 388 063  

Swinger R 11 683 397 R 13 744 700 R 15 521 431 R 14 944 776  

Bet Type Race 6 Race 7 Race 8 Race 9 

Total Races 2-

9 

Win R 10 920 819 R 12 041 487 R 10 121 757 R 11 186 639 R 78 695 188 

Place R 11 451 597 R 11 907 317 R 12 063 327 R 11 721 029 R 80 758 197 

Quinella R 13 554 441 R 18 733 425 R 18 840 262 R 18 318 314 R 120 658 049 

Swinger R 0 R 17 468 942 R 18 465 394 R 16 267 383 R 108 096 022 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, FOR 
THE PRICE OF A FACE MASK! 

mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

Bernard Fayd’Herbe is now into his second 
season in Mauritius and spoke to us  
recently from his sun drenched beach  
hideaway.  
 
The stable jockey for Vincent Allet is looking for 
another strong showing this campaign. 
 
“Three of our young horses have run for a win 
and two places so it’s looking good”. 
 
And they also have an ace up their sleeve in 
multiple SA graded winner Twist Of Fate.  
Bernie won the listed Somerset 1200, G3  
Cape Classic, and G3 Politician Stakes at  
Kenilworth on the then Joey Ramsden trained 
5yo Master Of My Fate gelding. 

And the ‘newbie’ made a spectacular island  
debut when in a virtual first for the tight Champ 
Le mars track, he came from last to win going 
away ten days ago.    
 
“It was a slow run race, and he quickened up 
well from last. He’s as good as ever if not better 
and is completely sound.’ 
 
‘Twist’ then disappointed on Sunday when 
fourth as 2/5 favourite, but considering he raced 
only a week apart following a 238-day rest, not 
too much should be read into that.  
 
The future 
“I’ll stick around here for the rest of this season, 
and I’ll decide from there what I’m (to Page 14)

Bernie happy in island paradise  

Bernie wins the listed Somerset 1200 on Twist Of Fate back in 2018. 
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going to do. If I leave here I’ll try somewhere 
else – maybe England, Australia or Singapore.  
 
“I’d love to go and ride Katak in Singapore.  
I won the Winter Derby (G3) on him and went to 
visit him regularly (on right) when he was in 
quarantine here in Mauritius. We haven’t seen 
anything like the best of him yet.” 
 
Happy with his lot.  
 
“I’ve got a nice job, good owners, nice place to 
stay, and most importantly a good relationship 
with my trainer Vincent Allet.” (below) 

Whatever the future holds the richly talented 
heavyweight rider  is sure to make his mark 
wherever he eventually ends up. –tt 
   
  
 
  

Bernie happy in island paradise-from Pg 12  

IF YOU MISS A NEWSLETTER, CLICK 
THIS LINK FOR PAST ISSUES  

www.turftalk.co.za  

https://www.turftalk.co.za/get-turf-talks-daily-newsletter/

