
1 

 

 www.turftalk.co.za  / editor@turftalk.co.za     Thursday 3 June, 2021 

However this bit of trivia does not overly  

concern trainer Joe Soma. 

Got The Greenlight will have been off the track 

for 63 days (9 weeks) by the time of the race 

on July 3, having not been seen since winning 

the Grade 1 Premier’s Champions Challenge 

on May 1. 

Sun Tor’s previous race before winning the  

July on July 7 1934 was on January 27 1934, 

when finishing eleventh in a one mile handicap 

at the Auckland Park race track, meaning a 

break of 161 days (23 weeks). 

Sun Tor was trained by Jackie Angles and  

ridden to July glory by fourteen-year-old Albert 

Rugg, who is the late Uncle of current Port  

Elizabeth trainer Duncan McKenzie and the 

grandfather of another PE-based trainer Jarett 

Rugg. 

Soma was quick to point out Wylie Hall, first 

across the line on July 5 2014 before losing the 

race on a controversial upheld objection, had 

gone into the race straight from his fourth place 

finish in the Champions Challenge on April 26, 

a break of 70 days (10 weeks). 

(continues Page 2) 

JOINT VODACOM DURBAN JULY favourite Got The Greenlight will not 

have another run before the big race and will thus have to defy 87 

years of July history as the 1934 winner Sun Tor was the last horse to 

have come back from a longer break to win the big race. 

Greenlight needs to defy history   
Got The Greenlight wins the G1 Horse Chestnut  as a four-year-old in April with Muzi Yeni 
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Got The Greenlight put in a good gallop on  

Sunday and Soma added he was very well. 

He would have liked to have got another run 

into him but there was no suitable race. 

He said, “There is a 1400m Pinnacle Plate, but 

that would not make sense to run in, it would 

just be putting him at risk. Then there is a 

2400m Pinnacle which would obviously not be 

an option.  

“There is The Jubilee but he would have had to 

carry 64kg. Perhaps The Jubilee should be 

made into a conditions race because as a  

handicap it is just catering for lowly rated horses 

to try and get into the July.  

“There is also of course the Hollywoodbets Gold 

Challenge but winning that almost automatically 

makes you the July topweight. After winning the 

appeal against his merit rating I could not put 

him in the Gold Challenge. I might be mad but 

I’m not stupid!” 

Soma said his aim until the July gallops on 

June 24 was too just keep the horse sound and  

happy and not do anything out of the ordinary. 

He said whether he was going in off a one 

month break or a two month break he would be 

confident of having him at this best on the day. 

He added, “The forced layoff might be a  

blessing in disguise. I don’t think the July on the 

new narrower track with 18 horses is as hard a 

race as it used to be.” 

The bay has only had three runs the whole  

season so is going to come in fresher than  

most of the opposition. 

Furthermore, Soma confirmed Got The  

Greenlight continues to improve both in  

performance and as a specimen. 

He said, “He is filling out into his frame and has 

improved especially through the middle and in 

the quarter.” (continues Page 4) 

Greenlight needs to defy history—from Page 1 

Winning the Premier Champion Stakes at Greyville under Anton Marcus as a juvenile in July 2019. 
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Soma is also proud of another accolade that 

can be bestowed on Got The Greenlight and 

that is being the first horse for many years to 

win Grade 1s as an entire at the ages of two, 

three and four.  

The last to have done this was probably  

Quarrytown between 1979 and 1981   

Greats to have achieved or surpassed that feat 

include Sea Cottage (every year from two to 

five), Elevation (every year from two to six) and  

Archangel (every year from two to five). 

Got The Greenlight has stayed on a 124 merit 

rating despite winning two Grade 1s in his last 

two races so looks to be well handicapped.  

He is effectively carrying only half-a-kilogram 

more than he did last year as he carries 55kg 

this year as opposed to 53kg last year and the  

official weight for age improvement expected 

from August last year until now is 1.5kg. 

Got The Greenlight has a turn of foot that few 

can match so is ideally suited to the tight  

Hollywoodbets Greyville track.  

He tends to take his foot off the pedal when he 

hits the front which presents a workable  

problem for regular rider Muzi Yeni but on the 

other hand has likely helped keep his merit  

rating down as he never wins by far. 

Soma was impressed by the first three in the 

Daily News 2000, Linebacker, Rascallion and 

Kommetdieding, and mentioned Rainbow 

Bridge, Do It Again and Belgarion as the others 

he most respected. 

However, the horse he most fears is the likely 

topweight Rainbow Bridge, whom he said had 

seemed to have improved since being ridden 

by Luke Ferraris. 

www.goldcircle.co.za—David Thiselton  

  

 

 

 

 

Greenlight needs to defy history—from Page 2 

June 28, 2020—as a 3yo wins Daily News 2000 at Greyville under Bernard Fayd’herbe.  

Pic-Candiese Lenferna. 
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Lot 75 
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CTS and Turf Talk are running a simple fun competition around the 
forthcoming Farm Yearling Sale at De Grendel on Sunday 20 June.  
Just follow the listed baby steps.  
 
1) Peruse the Catalogue HERE. 
2) Select what you think will be the TOP PRICED LOT. 
3) Decide what PRICE you think he/she will go for.  
4) Send your NAME, CONTACT NUMBER, selected LOT NUMBER and 

predicted PRICE to editor@turftalk.co.za with subject line 
CTS FARM COMP  

 
The person who correctly selects the sale  
topper, and is closest  to the actual price 
paid will walk off with: 
A) A R3000 tote betting voucher 
B) A Gift Pack of superb De Grendel wine 
 
Only one entry per email address.  
Editor’s decision is final.     

Win ‘Beeg’ with CTS and Turf Talk 

https://capethoroughbredsales.com/sales/2021-fys
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It’s about time that East Cape champion 
jockey Greg Cheyne won the R85 000 Listed 
Lady’s Slipper Stakes, writes Henk 
Steenkamp. 

On Friday at Fairview champion trainer Alan 
Greeff will be going for his sixth consecutive 
victory in this race for two-year-old fillies over 
1400m. Cheyne will probably become the East 
Cape champion jockey for the fifth time in a row 
at the end of the season, riding mainly for the 
Greeff stable. 
 
It is therefore very strange that one can’t find 
Cheyne’s name amongst the Greeff winners of 
the Lady’s Slipper Stakes since 2016. In this 
time Charles Ndlovo won the race twice and 
there was one win each for Bernard 
Fayd’Herbe, Teaque Gould and Andrew  
Fortune. 
 

Cheyne can add to the list of Greeff winners 
tomorrow when he rides Sound Check, the only 
Greeff runner and also the only filly in the race 
that has won over 1400m. 
 
It is interesting to note that Sound Check is  
following the same route as a filly called Nik 
Nak did some 20 years ago. 
 
Nik Nak was trained by Greeff, with Mike du 
Toit of Kariega involved as a part-owner. The 
84-year-old Du Toit now owns Sound Check in 
partnership with his son Barry, and will no 
doubt be at Fairview to support his filly. 
 
After a break from the racing game, Du Toit  
recently returned and is as excited as ever 
about his horses. He enjoys referring to the Nik 
Nak days: “They can’t get rid of me. No wonder 
they help me up and down the stairs here,” he 
joked at a recent Fairview meeting. 
 
Sound Check will have some strong opposition 
in a small field of six runners that include two 
Cape Town raiders, Homely Girl (Justin Snaith) 
and Quick Breeze (Brett Crawford). 
 
LADY’S SLIPPER RECENT WINNERS 
2020: Herrin 2019: Luna Wish 
2018: Madame Speaker 2017: Queen Forever 
2016: O Tamara 2015: Jane S Piddy 
2014: Dancing Natasha 2013: Darling Moon 
2012: Deepo 2011: Ocean’s Swift 
2010: Ebony Flyer  2009: Sarah Em 
 

Cheyne seeks to beat Slipper jinx 
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New Turf giveaway for Barnyard 
SA’s premier horse transport company New Turf 
Carriers have kindly donated a table for 10  
(worth R2250) at the CTS Farm Yearling Sale  
Barnyard Bash on Friday June 18th to the winner 
of another easy-to-enter competition.   
 
Simply predict the winners of the five feature  
races at Greyville next Saturday 12 June. 
 
Qualifying events are Races 3-7.  
Race 3: Lighthouse Foundation Devon Air Stakes (L) 
Race 4: Cell C Sharks Gatecrasher Stakes (L) 
Race 5: Hollywoodbets Dolphins Cup Trial (G3) 
Race 6: East Coast Radio Tibouchina Stakes (G2)    
Race 7: Hollywoodbets Gold Challenge (G1) 
 
Simply send your NAME, CONTACT NUMBER and  
SELECTIONS to editor@turftalk.co.za with subject 
line NEW TURF BARNYARD COMP.  
 
The fields are finalised on Tuesday 8 June.   
 
One point per correct prediction. 
Only one entry per email address.  
In the event of a tie, lots will be drawn for a winner. 
Editor’s decision is final  
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Cape Thoroughbred Sales (CTS) has  
announced a substantial increase in prize 
money for the 2022 CTS Farm Sale Stakes 
Race.  
 
The race, scheduled for June 2022, will now be 
worth R400,000, doubling in value from its  
current R200,000. 
 
This is a sale with high quality at value prices 
and, given its nature, also with opportunities for 
speculators.  
 
This has been proved time and again by its 
graduates. 
 
From the likes of present leading stallion  
Captain Of All and G1 Cape Derby  
winner Edict Of Nantes in the early days of the 
original Klawervlei Sale, to the first three  
winners of the Farm Sale race in Rock The 
Globe, Kommetdieding and Masked Vigilante. 
 
Rock The Globe (Seventh Rock), who was G1 
placed following his win in the 2019 Farm Sale 
Race, was pin-hooked for only R25,000 at the 
2018 Sale by Justin Vermaak of Vermaak  
Equine, who recalled:  
 

“He was a really nice yearling, and I couldn’t 
understand why he went for just 25k.  
 
“He grew into a proper two-year-old colt and 
was one of the best, if not the best, specimen at 
the Ready To Run Sale, where Sean Tarry 
bought him for R300,000 for Chris van Niekerk 
and the Sham brothers.” 
 
The second Farm Race winner was  
Kommetdieding (Elusive Fort), described as a 
“fuzzy, attractive little horse” by buyers Michelle 
Rix and Harold Crawford.  
 
They paid just R55,000 for the colt, who has 
become a countrywide favourite and potential 
Durban July winner, with earnings already  
topping R500,000. 
 
Brett Crawford secured the third Farm Sale  
winner, Masked Vigilante (Vercingetorix), for 
just R90,000 at the 2020 sale.  
 
He is unbeaten in two starts for owners Delma 
and Lance Sherrell. 

CTS doubles Farm Sale Stakes purse 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, FOR 
THE PRICE OF A FACE MASK! 

mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

Masked Vigilante wins the CTS Farm Sale Stakes at Durbanville in March . Pic: Wayne Marks. 

mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

After a lot of thought and extensive  
conversations with both the Academy and 
my mentors, I have decided to bid farewell 
to my pursuit to become a professional 
jockey!  
 
I have tried really hard, in fact I’ve given my  
absolute best and it’s become increasingly  
obvious that I will not be able to get enough 
rides to qualify as a professional jockey! 
 
I have been offered a once in a lifetime  
opportunity to complete an internship at the 
World class facility that is Drakenstein Stud 
Farm in the Cape, and I have taken the  
opportunity with both hands! 
 
I’m so excited to be able to continue working in 
this super industry and am so grateful to all the 
people who have helped get me to where I am 

now When one door closes, another door 
opens  I have moved in, settled down and have 
already started work in this most gorgeous 
place! 
 
I’ll keep you up to date with how things are  
going. 
 
O'Meara 
 
(Statement this week on Social Media from  
former apprentice jockey O’Meara Rusike) 
 
O’Meara rode a winner in her native  
Zimbabwe, but in SA has only managed to  
secure ten race rides in total since last August. 
 
You would think since we have such a dearth of  
female riders more support would have been 
forthcoming. –tt    

O’Meara moves on to new challenge 
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Essential Quality was the favorite to win the 
2021 Kentucky Derby, but the colt ended up 
fourth. Can he have better results at this 
year's Belmont Stakes? (on Saturday) 
 
Rombauer had an impressive showing at the 
Preakness Stakes (above), coming strong out 
of the final turn to overtake the two leaders and 
race to victory. Perhaps he'll have another solid 
run at the Belmont. 
 
After Tuesday's post draw, Essential Quality  
(2-1) and Rombauer (3-1) are the two favorites 
heading into the Belmont, and the colts will be 
starting alongside each other in the Nos. 2 and 
3 posts, respectively. And there's a strong 
chance one of them will end up winning the 
race, which is set for Saturday at Belmont Park 
in Elmont, N.Y. 
 
Here's a look at the full lineup and odds for this 
year's race, along with predictions and more. 
          
Lineup, Odds 
1. Bourbonic 15-1 
2. Essential Quality 2-1 
3. Rombauer 3-1 
4. Hot Rod Charlie 7-2 
5. France Go de Ina 30-1 
6. Known Agenda 6-1 

7. Rock Your World 9-2 
8. Overtook 20-1 
Odds via Belmont Stakes 
               
Preview, Predictions 
 
As Rombauer looks to claim victories in  
two-thirds of the Triple Crown, the colt will have 
a new jockey aiming to take him to the winner's 
circle. Flavien Prat has opted to ride Hot Rod 
Charlie in the Belmont, rather than sticking with 
Rombauer. 
 
But Rombauer will still have a top jockey, as 
John Velazquez will be aboard him at the  
Belmont. The 49-year-old, a four-time Kentucky 
Derby champion, is a two-time winner at the 
Belmont, having rode Rags to Riches in 2007 
and Union Rags in 2012. 
 
Trainer Mike McCarthy had never won a Triple 
Crown race before Rombauer's Preakness  
victory.  
 
Now, it's possible he could win a pair three 
weeks apart, even if the second comes with a 
different jockey after Prat had already  
committed to riding Hot Rod Charlie in the  
Belmont before becoming Rombauer's jockey 
for the Preakness. (continues Page 17) 

Rombauer predicted to take Belmont 
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"It would have been nice to get Flavien back in 
the saddle. Obviously, there is a wonderful 
chemistry between horse and rider," McCarthy 
said, per Tom Pedulla of Horse Racing Nation. 
"But I’m over the moon to have John  
Velazquez." 
 
While the Hall of Famer could ride Rombauer to 
victory, there are some strong horses in the 
field that the colt will have to outrun. 

Essential Quality (above) may not have lived up 
to the Kentucky Derby hype when he placed 
fourth in the race, but that may have just been a 
rare off day. He had won each of his previous 
five races, including victories at the Southwest 
Stakes and Blue Grass Stakes earlier this year. 
 
However, the Derby provided Essential Quality 
with his greatest competition yet, and there will 
again be plenty of strong horses in the Belmont 
field. Still, the colt is the favorite to win as the 
race nears. 
 
"He ran what I thought was a winning race in 
the Derby; he didn't have the trip, but he 
showed up and he's been improving in every 
start," trainer Brad Cox said, per the Paulick 
Report. "I'm confident that he can handle the 

mile and a half. Just based off his works and 
his races, he's very steady and doesn't seem to 
get tired." 
 
Known Agenda (6-1) and Hot Rod Charlie (7-2) 
could also be contenders to win at the Belmont, 
especially because they fared well in the post 
draw and will be starting near the middle of the 
lineup. However, this race is going to come 
down to the two best horses, Essential Quality 
and Rombauer. 
 
Essential Quality will be in a better position late 
than he was at the Kentucky Derby, and he'll 
have a small edge entering the final stretch. But 
Rombauer showcased his strong closing ability 
at the Preakness, and he'll have an opportunity 
to do so again Saturday. 
 
Rombauer will pass Essential Quality in the  
final stretch, as Velazquez becomes a three-
time Belmont winner and Rombauer goes two-
for-two at Triple Crown events. 
 
Prediction: Rombauer wins the Belmont Stakes 
                   www.bleacherreport.com 

 
  

Rombauer to take Belmont—from Pg 16 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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A second analysis of blood taken from  
Kentucky Derby winner Medina Spirit has 
been confirmed as containing the banned 
raceday substance betamethasone,  
increasing the prospect of the colt being 
disqualified from his victory in America's 
biggest race. 

An attorney for owner Amr Zedan stated 
officials were allowing the sample to be tested 
for a third time to determine whether it could 
support claims from Medina Spirit's  
beleaguered Hall of Fame trainer Bob Baffert 
that the positive test may be the result of  
ointment applied to the horse for a skin allergy. 

US racing became embroiled in controversy 
after Baffert, already under the spotlight for 
medication violations, revealed the weekend 
after Medina Spirit had won at Churchill Downs 
that the horse had tested positive for the  
corticosteroid betamethasone, which is not  
allowed in any amount in a horse on a raceday 
in Kentucky. 

According to The New York Times, Clark  
Brewster, a lawyer representing Zedan, said 
the laboratory at a university in California  
responsible for analysing the second sample 
did not test the horse's blood or urine for the 
presence of other compounds, "which could 
prove the trace positive came from an  
inadvertent and materially inconsequential  
contamination sourced from a topical ointment 
used to treat Medina Spirit for a skin lesion on 
his hip." 

No official announcement was made on 
Wednesday, but the Kentucky Public Protection 
Cabinet, a local government organisation  
near Lexington, posted on its Facebook page:  

"The Kentucky Horse Racing Commission does 
not provide comment or updates on the status 
of ongoing investigations. The KHRC values 
fairness and transparency, and will provide  
information to the media and public at the close 
of an investigation." 

Disqualification would result in Juddmonte's 
Mandaloun, half a length off Medina Spirit at 
Churchill Downs, being handed the Kentucky 
Derby, which carried a first prize of £1.3 million 
along with the kudos of landing the historic 
event. 

Baffert, the sport's most recognisable face in 
the USA and responsible for Triple Crown  
heroes American Pharoah and Justify as well 
as a host of other high-profile stars, initially 
railed against the "injustice" of the three-year-
old's positive test last month, saying he felt he 
had been "wronged". 

Days later he issued a statement suggesting 
the treatment Medina Spirit received for  
dermatitis may have caused the problem and 
that an anti-fungal ointment called Otomax  
contained betamethasone, which can be  
administered to horses but must be out of their 
system 14 days before a race.  

In the interim, the modestly bred and cheaply 
bought son of the unheralded Protonico  
finished third in the Preakness Stakes – the 
second leg of the US Triple Crown – while  
Baffert was then temporarily suspended by the 
New York Racing Association from having  
runners at Saratoga, Aqueduct and Belmont 
Park, where the Belmont Stakes, third and final 
contest of the prestigious series, takes place on 
Saturday. 
 

www.racingpost.com 

Medina Spirit 2nd sample positive  


