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 www.turftalk.co.za  / editor@turftalk.co.za     Wednesday 2 June, 2021 

As June arrived which signals two months to 

go until the end of the 2020/21 racing season, 

the 23-year-old continues his relentless march 

to a third South African Jockeys’  

Championship. 

Another box was ticked at the Vaal yesterday 

when Hewitson partnered Last Song to victory 

in the third race.  

It was a watershed moment because it took the 

Kuda-sponsored rider to 220 winners for the 

season, which constitutes a record for him. 

When he won his first National Championship, 

as an apprentice in 2017/18 he booted home 

184 winners. A year later he improved that tally 

to 219 winners and he has bettered that – and 

counting. 

A double on the day with Encore winning race 

eight stretched the total to 221. 

“Yes, the goal for now is 250 winners for the 

season,” he admits. “In a profession like this 

you can only take it one race at a time, but 

while it’s a difficult target, it’s also realistic,” he 

says. 

220 winners? Tick. 

South African champion jockey for a third time? 

Surely, tick. 

A winning ratio of 15 percent? Tick. 

Only jockey to have had over 1 000 rides this 

season, so far? Tick. (continues Page 2) 

One by one Lyle Hewitson ticks off the boxes, writes Gary Lemke.  

Lyle targeting 250 wins this season   
……..and the superhero still finds time to ride work……... 
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“It’s always fantastic to hit milestones, I suppose 

as you say, tick them off. Let’s see where we 

can finish up this season. There’s still a lot to 

play for. Over the closing two months there’s a 

lot of feature race meetings coming up, but with 

every ride I have to do my best.  

“While the winners on a personal level are  

important and pleasing, what’s most important 

is that I’m putting in my best and getting the 

most out of the horses for the owners and the 

trainers that I ride for.” 

So, what can we expect from Hewitson over 

these next two months? 

“I’m definitely looking for a few more graded 

races. The KwaZulu-Natal season is always a 

great time of year with all the best horses 

around the country coming together to compete 

in the big races. The vibes at the track in the 

morning up until the horses cross the finishing 

line in the big races is really something else.  

“The KZN people are so passionate about their 

racing and it’s a great atmosphere to be part of. 

Obviously, July Day is what we all look forward 

to!” 

Although Hewitson has racked up those 220 

winners so far this season, he is yet to win a 

Grade One event, whereas in his last title-

winning campaign two years ago he had four in 

total. There are four G1s at Hollywoodbets 

Scottsville this coming Saturday and the jockey 

has four rides booked – all for trainer Sean  

Tarry.  

“I’m grateful for the opportunities and am 

excited just to be part of these big  

occasions,” he says. 

While in KZN he is able to catch up with his  

father, Carl, who is now a standalone trainer 

and for whom Lyle has ridden a number of  

horses. “He’s currently got limited stock, so  

getting good results when riding for him is  

always a positive,” Hewitson says. 

He has been riding virtually every available 

race meeting on the calendar and got that  

record-breaking 220th winner at the Vaal.  

Today it was off to the Greyville Poly and  

tomorrow back to the Vaal. Hewitson feels that 

as with everything, he takes things as they 

come with the different surfaces. (to Page 4) 

Lyle targeting 250 for season—from Page 1 

Rocky Agrella, Lyle and Carl Pic:Candiese Lenferna. 
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“Turf or Poly, it all comes down to the horse that 

you’re sitting on – which surface they happen to 

prefer.  

“Riding tactics differ more  on the conditions 

and the type of horse, so again, it’s all about 

what happens on the day.” 

Like everyone, Hewitson was devastated by the 

recent passing of Nooresh Juglall, who died in 

hospital hours after a bad fall in Mauritius.  

“His passing was deeply saddening. He was an 

amazing person, father, friend and jockey,” 

Hewitson says.   

“We all miss him dearly. It served as a reminder 

of the dangers involved in race-riding, but at the 

same time we simply can’t let it deter us from 

doing our job.  

“If there is one thing we can learn from it, it’s 

that we need to respect one another in races, 

enjoy what we do and love and appreciate each 

moment we have.” 

The next box to be ticked isn’t 250 winners.  

There’s a couple of Graded races he'd like to 

bank before then and of course, he’s also got 

S’manga Khumalo’s title-winning 243 winners in 

his 2015/16 campaign in his sights. 

LAST 5 SA CHAMPION JOCKEY WINNERS 

2020/21 223+ Lyle Hewitson?  

(another 2 winners so far at Greyville Wed)  

2019/20 209 Warren Kennedy 

2018/19 219 Lyle Hewitson 

2017/18 184 Lyle Hewitson 

2016/17 195 Anthony Delpech 

Delpech holds the all-time record—an  

incredible 334 wins in 1998/9.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Lyle targeting 250 for season—from Page 2 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, FOR 
THE PRICE OF A FACE MASK! 

mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

KZN jockeys pay tribute to the late Nooresh Juglall 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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Lot 75 

(continues Page xx) 
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CTS and Turf Talk are running a simple fun competition around the 
forthcoming Farm Yearling Sale at De Grendel on Sunday 20 June.  
Just follow the listed baby steps.  
 
1) Peruse the Catalogue HERE. 
2) Select what you think will be the TOP PRICED LOT. 
3) Decide what PRICE you think he/she will go for.  
4) Send your NAME, CONTACT NUMBER, selected LOT NUMBER and 

predicted PRICE to editor@turftalk.co.za with subject line 
CTS FARM COMP  

 
The person who correctly selects the sale  
topper, and is closest  to the actual price 
paid will walk off with: 
A) A R3000 tote betting voucher 
B) A Gift Pack of superb De Grendel wine 
 
Only one entry per email address.  
Editor’s decision is final.     

Win ‘Beeg’ with CTS and Turf Talk 

https://capethoroughbredsales.com/sales/2021-fys
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Three-year-old Al Sakeet cantered in with 60kg in a MR94 at the Vaal yesterday. The Var 
gelding is undefeated over 1000m, and looks certain to  have Group victories in his future.   
Pic courtesy Di de Kock on Twitter. 

Kissing Point (Global View-Kiss And Fly) is a 2yo half-sister to 2019 Cape Guineas winner 
Kilindini, and absolutely hacked up in a Juvenile Plate at Kenilworth last Saturday under 
Callan Murray. Her next mission is likely to be the listed Perfect Promise Sprint a week from 
today, according to Brett Crawford, who of course also trained Kilindini. That one  currently 
resides with Tony Millard in Hong Kong but is yet to see the racetrack there. –tt 

 Turf Talk Shooting Stars 

Pic-Wayne Marks. 
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Willow Magic – the speediest Gr1 winning 
son of the mighty Dubawi and already the 
sire of a Gr2 winner and a Gr1 placed filly 
from his first crop, has relocated to Warwick 
and Karin Render’s Bush Hill Stud in Mooi 
River. 
 
The handsome powerfully-built chestnut stallion 
standing at 16.1hh, boasts impressive statistics
– with his first crop just three years old, his  
average earnings per runner of over R57 082 
places him in the top six active sires in the 
country ahead of some recognized champion 
sires.  
 
While his winners to runners percentage is  
already at over 38% with an impressive 70% of 
his winners having won more than once,  
proving them to be well above average with 
courage, tenacity, soundness and ability to be 
precocious.   
 
His two leading flag-bearers to date include the 
talented MK’s Pride – a mirror image of his own 
sire who stamps his progeny with authority, and 
the filly Magical Flight.  
 
MK’s Pride, trained by Paul Peter and proudly 
owned by Koos Mkale boasts a Gr2 win in the 

Ilha Bela Hawaii Stakes which saw him defeat 
amongst others, the Equus Champion 2 and 
3yo colt – Got The Greenlight – by half a 
length.  
 
Amongst the field defeated was Lady Of Steel, 
Cirillo and Tierra Del Fuego, and Gr1 runner up 
to Summer Pudding – Marygold, as well as Gr3 
winner Mill Queen.  
 
He also defeated Triple Tiara princess and Gr1 
winner War Of Athena, to take the Emperors 
Palace Ready To Run Cup. MK’s Pride is a  
5-time winner with a Merit Rating of 119. 
 
The filly Magical Flight, is trained by Sean Tarry 
- who produced Willow Magic to his five Gr1 
accolades including winning the SA Nursery at 
age 2. A chestnut filly Merit Rated 98, she is a 3
-time winner and placed in the Gr1 
Wilgerbosdrift SA Fillies Classic. Five of his  
runners are Merit Rated at 90+, with Willow  
Express a 103. 
 
The first and fastest son of international sire 
sensation Dubawi to retire to stud in South  
Africa, Willow Magic won four times over 
1000m – 1600m.  
(continues Page 10) 

Willow Magic relocates to Bush Hill 

 Willow Magic wins the 2013 Grade 2 Dingaans under Piere Strydom 
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After winning the Gr1 SA Nursery, he placed in 
three Gr1’s up to 1600m. 
 
Willow Magic trained on at three to win the Gr2 
Dingaans over 1600m and placed 2nd in the 
Gr1 Gold Challenge.   
 
He also went on to place in the Gr2 Merchants, 
Gr3 Tommy Hotspur and  Graham Beck 
Stakes. 

His sire Dubawi needs little introduction and 
has been described as the most successful 
stallion to stand in Britain with over 200  
individual Stakes Winners, with sixteen Stakes 
Winners produced in 2021 alone.  

He held the record for the sire to produce the 
fastest 50 Stakes Winners at that stage of his 
career. 
 
Willow Magic‘s dam won three times at two, 
over 1000m – 1200m and is a half-sister to 10-
time winner Time Speed. Her own sire,  
Australian-bred Tierce won the Gr1 Golden 
Slipper amongst his 11 victories. 
 
Tierce is described as being a great galloper 
and one of the fastest in Australia of his  
generation.  
 
The sire of Gr1 winner Encounter,  his race  
record reads 16 starts, 11 wins with three  
places. He won three Gr1 races including the 
AJC Sires Produce, the Golden Slipper, the 
Moet & Chandon Champagne Stakes, and won 
three Gr2’s and a Gr3. He  
further placed two Group races and earned 
over A$2,250 000 in stakes in the process. 
 
Willow Magic has been consistently  
represented at all sales and has been  
extremely well received. He will have three 
progeny on the upcoming KZN Yearling sale 
with more to follow at the later sales. 
 
His relocation to Bush Hill has facilitated his 
syndication and he offers a unique opportunity 
for breeders to get involved in shares in an  
exciting young sire who has already proven he 
has what it takes to make a serious impact.  
 

Willow Magic to Bush Hill—from Pg 8 

Koos Mkale (2nd right) and sons celebrate with MK’s pride  
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LIVERPOOL finished third again - after the 
£65,000 racehorse owned by five players 
made his debut. 
 
Jordan Henderson, James Milner, Alex Oxlade-
Chamberlain, Trent Alexander-Arnold and Andy 
Robertson have chipped in to buy a  
horse, trained by Red hero Michael Owen.  
 
Former Anfield player and current Brighton star 
Adam Lallana completes the group of six who 
own Mr McCann. 
 
The two-year-old is named after Liverpool's 
press officer Matt McCann. Trained at Owen's 
Manor House Stables by Tom Dascombe, the 
horse made his debut in the 1.25pm contest 
over five furlongs at Leicester today. 
 
Jockey Richard Kingscote was the man tasked 
with delivering the Liverpool stars a winner after 
a trophyless season. But the best he could 
manage was third, with the 11-1 shot beaten 
less than a length by fellow newcomer Ernie's 
Valentine. Still, it was a highly promising debut 
and showed much more could be to come. 
 
Liverpool legend Owen told the Racing Post a 
couple of the boys had been to his stables to 
check up on the horse's development prior to 
his debut. 

Owen said: "It's great a few of the lads have 
decided to get involved in racing. 
 
Top trainer Dascombe, whose horses have 
earned more than £3.3million over the past five 
seasons, added: "He's a £65,000 breeze-up 
horse who we liked at the sales and he has 
done nothing wrong since he's been here. 
 
"I'm sure that like a lot of our horses he'll  
mprove for the run, and I'll be very disappointed 
if his owners don't have some fun with him. We 
had a bit of a laugh on Saturday as we  
galloped Mr McCann upsides Sir Alex  
Ferguson's two-year-old Red Power, so we had 
Liverpool versus Manchester United. I'm not 
going to say which side won!"     thesun.co.uk 

Liverpool finish third again 
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

The Women Jockeys’ World Cup which 
launched at Bro Park, Stockholm, in 2017, 
has been forced to take a break for a second 
year due to Covid-19 Pandemic restrictions. 
 
The international event which is traditionally 
staged in June has seen riders from 12  
countries converge on the Swedish capital  
during its three runnings to date. 
 
Dennis Madsen Svensk Galopp’s Director of 
Racing said, “It is very frustrating to have to 
cancel the Women Jockeys’ World Cup for a 
second year running. 
 
“The international nature of the event requires 
early planning and even with the concessions 
that are made for international sports,  
uncertainty around quarantine rules for jockeys 
returning home forced our decision. 

“We remain committed to creating high profile 
opportunities for top female riders and hope to 
return the event in 2022.” 
 
The Women Jockeys’ World Cup roll of honour 
comprises Japan’s Nanako Fujita (2019—
pictured), Sweden’s Josefin Landgren (2018) 
and French rider Maryline Eon who won the 
inaugural running in 2017. 
 
“Racing in Sweden continues to grow in  
popularity, and we recently announced a record 
entry for the Swedish Derby and Oaks series.  
 
“The Women Jockeys’ World Cup is our most 
popular international event and we look forward 
to reinstating it at the earliest opportunity,”  
added Madsen. 
  
  

 Women Jockeys World Cup canned 

 Pic: Masakazu Takahashi  


