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But after Saturday there are no less than six 

contenders who have all won two G1 titles 

apiece in the 2020/21 campaign. Three fillies 

and three colts/geldings.  

Malmoos, Linebacker, Got The Greenlight, 

War Of Athena, Captain’s Ransom, and  

defending title-holder Summer Pudding. And 

all but two are three-year-old’s.  

Malmoos and Summer Pudding have both had 

busy campaigns, and are unlikely to add to 

their tally this season, after being scratched 

from the Vodacom July on July 3.   

But with Linebacker, Got The Greenlight and 

(maybe) War Of Athena lining up, a victory for 

any of those in the showpiece should be 

enough to secure the crown.  

Captain’s Ransom will be very tough to deny in 

the Garden Province on the same day, which 

will (oops sorry would) take her to 3xG1 for the 

season. But all have been solely in the  

company of fillies.  

But there are other scenarios as well 

If Rainbow Bridge were to score in the big one, 

he would be virtually certain to ‘take home the 

chocolate’ as the Aussies say.  

Hard to see a dual Met and July (with top 

weight) winner being denied.  

And he will presumably appear in the  

Hollywoodbets Gold Challenge on June 12  

before that, giving him another big chance to 

boost his G1 tally. (to Page 2)    

Normally by this stage of the season only two or three at most have realistic hopes of  

achieving Equus horse-of-the-year status.  

Horse-of-the-year title up for grabs  

Pic—Jenny Evans 

 Incumbent horse-of-the-year Summer Pudding. Pic: Chase Liebenberg. 
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Another ‘sneaker’ could be L’Ormarins Queen’s 

Plate hero (and highest rated 3yo in the country  

at 130) Jet Dark (below).  

Justin Snaith has already made it clear that the 

Gold Challenge is his main mission for the KZN 

season, and if he took that and the Champions 

Cup over 1800m on the last day of the season 

(big if’s admittedly) he would be a major  

contender as well.       

This race would also be a highly tempting  

proposition for stable mate Captain’s Ransom, 

if the horse-of-the-year crown was on the 

line…….as winning a (4th?) G1 against the 

colts this time would most likely seal the deal. 

It could all be up for grabs for a few in the 

Champions Cup.  

And this event, which often has a ‘morning after 

the July’ feel about it, seems likely to attract a 

far stronger line-up than is normal .   

So lots of potential permutations to ponder in 

what has been a quite outstanding season 

quality wise.  

It’s just such a pity there have been no crowds 

there to savour it. –tt 

‘Horse-of-the-year’ wide open—from Page 1 

If Rainbow Bridge adds the Vodacom July to his Met triumph, the title is in the bag . Pic: Wayne Marks. 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, FOR 
THE PRICE OF A FACE MASK! 

mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 
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Saturday’s G1 Daily News over 2000m at 
Greyville yielded an exceptional result for 
Cape Thoroughbred Sales (CTS), as the first 
three horses past the post in this standard-
setting classic were bought at CTS sales. 
 
Linebacker and Rascallion (both graduates of 
the 2019 Cape Premier Yearling Sale), crossed 
the line first and second respectively, ahead of 
Kommetdieding (CTS Farm Sale).  
 
The formidable trio holds entries to the 2021 
Durban July, potentially promising more  
winning excitement, since the Daily News is 
traditionally one of the best pointers to KZN’s 
flagship race. 
 
Linebacker (5-4), trained by Vaughan Marshall 
and ridden by Grant van Niekerk, tracked his 
main rival Kommetdieding in the first part of the 
race, both just off the pace set by Shah Akbar. 
 
Turning into the home stretch, Kommetdieding 
went to the inside rail while Linebacker moved 
up wide on the outside of the field.  
 
He hung back in, drifted towards the rail to take  
Kommetdieding to task and ran on strongly to 
hold off his strong rival, as well as stablemate 

Rascallion, who flashed up late to edge into 
second. 
 
“The Durban July is what we came for, so we 
are all on track,” said Marshall as he paid a 
word of thanks to his owners Cheryl Gabler, 
and Ken and Jane Truter. 
 
Van Niekerk said that Linebacker had given him 
gooseflesh on the way to the start. He said 
Linebacker had ‘idled’ after accelerating to the 
front in effortless fashion, and confirmed his 
view that the colt would stay the 2200m of the 
Vodacom Durban July "on his coconut". 
 
Linebacker’s breeder John Koster praised  
Marshall and told Gold Circle: "Vaughan is one 
of the great pickers in the game. He does not 
pay a lot of money for horses and he has 
bought some crackers at very cheap prices. So, 
when he sees something that is nice and he is 
able to buy them, you must know they are  
proper horses." 
 
Koster said about Linebacker’s sire, Captain Of 
All: “Linebacker himself looks like a stamina 
horse. He's got a lot of scope, he's on the leg, 
he's a very classy horse, so he doesn't look like 
his father at all. (to Page 6) 

  CTS graduates dominate G1 Daily News 

Pic-Candiese Lenferna. 



5 

 

Lot 75 

(continues Page xx) 
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“Captain Of All  is quite low to the ground, he is 
very powerful, he is almost a dumpy-looking 
horse, but unlike his father (Captain Al) he is 
throwing a lot of horses who look like English 
thoroughbreds.  

“He is throwing them on the leg, with a lot more 
scope and a lot of quality; they look like they 
will be milers, which defies logic.  
 
“You would think he would throw out-and-
out sprinters, but thankfully they are not, 
and this is what makes him such an exciting 
stallion.” 
 
“I can only put it down to his English  
ancestors ... Tudor Minstrel, Tudor Melody, 
Court Martial, all those type of horses and he 
has got a lot of that blood in him."  
 
Koster added to David Thiselton of Gold Circle, 
"Linebacker's dam was also fast (she won the 
Grade 3 Fillies Mile and her only two other wins 
were over 1000m, although she did place over 
1800m and 2000m) and we all know how fast 
Captain Of All was.” 

Marshall purchased Linebacker for R425,000, 
and paid just R325,000 for Rascallion at the 
Premier Sale, while Michelle Rix and Harold 
Crawford laid out just R55,000 to secure  
Kommetdieding at the Farm Sale.  
 
The three have earned just a shade  
below R2,4-million between them. 
 
Value and quality are what CTS Sales are all 
about, and next on this year’s sales calendar is 
the very sale at which Kommetdieding was  
acquired, and of whom Rix recalled:  
 
“He was out of a three-parts sister to the top-
class Captain America. He was a fuzzy little 
horse, and the first dam had not produced 
much, but we liked him a lot!” 
 
There will be a host of good pedigrees – and 
perhaps another champion or two hidden under 
a winter coat – at the CTS Yearling Farm Sale, 
scheduled for 20 June at De Grendel Wine  
Estate. The catalogue is online, here. 

 
 
  

  CTS graduates dominate—from Page 4 

Captain Of All at Klawervlei 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

https://capethoroughbredsales.com/sales/2021-fys
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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Gold Circle has issued its next Vodacom Durban July log following the second declaration 
stage earlier today which saw 30 of the initial 54 entries stand their ground. 
 
Newcomers to the log include supplementary entry Nexus as well as She’s Keeper, winner of the 
World Sports Betting 1900, Matterhorn, runner-up in both the WSB 1900 and the Lonsdale Stirrup 
Cup, and Shah Akbar who stayed on well to finish 4th in the Daily News after cutting out the early 
pace. The top twenty are listed in order of preference and the next five in alphabetical order. 
 

VODACOM DURBAN JULY (Grade 1) Log as at 31-May-21   
1 RAINBOW BRIDGE (6G) Eric Sands 134 
2 LINEBACKER          (3G) Vaughan Marshall 124 
3 WAR OF ATHENA (3F) Paul Matchett 122 
4 GOT THE GREENLIGHT(4C) Joe Soma 124 
5 BELGARION          (5G) Justin Snaith 130 
6 DO IT AGAIN          (6G) Justin Snaith 129 
7 SOVEREIGN SPIRIT (5G) Candice Bass-Robinson 124 
8 RASCALLION          (3G) Vaughan Marshall 123 
9 KOMMETDIEDING (3C) HWJ Crawford/M Rix 122 
10 RUNNING BRAVE (5M) Fanie Bronkhorst 119 
11 CIRILLO               (5H) Sean Tarry 120 
12 EXPRESSFROMTHEUS(4G) Stuart Pettigrew 122 
13 NEXUS                    (5G) Justin Snaith 117 
14 SHE'S A KEEPER (4F) Gareth van Zyl 96 
15 MATTERHORN      (4G) Alyson Wright 101 
16 SHAH AKBAR          (3C) Sean Tarry 119 
17 DOUBLEMINT          (6G) Justin Snaith 118 
18 TRIP TO AFRICA (4G) Duncan Howells 114 
19 TRISTFUL             (5G) Tony Rivalland 112 
20 ATYAAB (AUS)          (5G) Zietsman Oosthuizen 114 
          
Next 5 in Alphabetical Order Next 5 in Alphabetical Order Next 5 in Alphabetical Order     
  DIVINE ODYSSEY (6G) J A Janse van Vuuren 110 
  FLYING CARPET (3C) Sean Tarry 110 
  SILVER HOST             (4G) Justin Snaith 110 
  SUPER SILVANO (4G) Brett Crawford 104 
  TREE TUMBO             (4G) Sean Tarry 109 

Four new entries to Vodacom July Log 

2020 winner Belgarion will hope to beat Rainbow Bridge, as in the Green Point Stakes Pic: Wayne Marks. 
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

Aidan O'Brien has said it will be "very hard" 
for Ryan Moore to look beyond riding Cazoo 
Derby favourite Bolshoi Ballet at Epsom on 
Saturday, with jockey bookings for the  
powerful Ballydoyle string set to be decided 
early in the week.  
 
The son of Galileo put in the most impressive 
Derby trial performance when landing 
the Group 3 Derrinstown Stud at Leopardstown, 
with Epsom rival and Irish 2,000 Guineas  
winner Mac Swiney almost seven lengths  
behind in fourth. 
 
Bolshoi Ballet has been a strong favourite for 
the Classic ever since and is currently a best-
priced 15-8 to follow up at Epsom ahead of  
stablemate High Definition at 4-1. 
 
As Ballydoyle's number one jockey, Moore has 
his pick of rides and O’Brien gave his thoughts 
on what choice the rider would make. 

He said: "We don’t ever put Ryan under any 
pressure but everything has gone well with  
Bolshoi Ballet so far and obviously High  
Definition’s preparation was a bit interrupted. 
Nothing is set in stone until he makes that  
decision, but Ryan will have to make that call 
himself.  
 
"They’re two fine, big horses. High Definition is 
probably a longer horse, a little more scopey, 
and Bolshoi Ballet is more compact. We only 
wanted to give High Definition two runs last 
year for that reason. 
 
“We’ll have to see what happens on Monday 
or Tuesday but at the moment it’s very hard 
to overlook Bolshoi Ballet.” 
 
O’Brien has eight horses engaged at this stage 
as he bids for a record-extending tenth Derby 
victory and, during an appearance on Luck On 
Sunday, he added: (Continues Page 12) 

‘Hard for Moore to overlook Bolshoi’  

Ryan Moore and Aidan O’Brien in discussion. Pic: Patrick McCann. 
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“We’re happy with where they all are at the  
moment. They’ll all do a good, strong piece of 
work on Monday or Tuesday go through their 
tests the next day. We’ll analyse everything and 
then a final decision will be made.”  
 
Frankie Dettori was non-committal when asked 
at Haydock on Saturday about his Epsom 
plans, but with John Gosden lacking  
contenders for the two Classics, it seems  
certain that he will pick up spare rides for  
O’Brien at Epsom.  
 
“We’ll see how many we have in first, but 
we’d always be delighted to have Frankie," 
said O'Brien, who teamed up with Dettori to 
land the 1,000 Guineas with Mother Earth 
last month. 
 
O’Brien also ran the rule over his Cazoo Oaks 
contenders, and spoke highly of supposed third 
string Divinely, who has come in for a  
substantial amount of market support this week. 
 
She finished fourth, two lengths behind Sherbet 
Lemon, in Lingfield's Oaks Trial but is now as 
short as 10-1 having been available at 40-1 on 
Tuesday. 
 
He said: "She’s a sister to Found and won a 
Group 3 last year and we have always liked her 
a lot. She had a nice run at Lingfield which 
Ryan was very happy with, he just said the race 
was a bit slow and then turned into a sprint up 
the straight. Her figures are all coming out very 
well."  

Divinely's stablemates Santa Barbara – fourth 
in the 1,000 Guineas – and Musidora winner 
Snowfall head the market and O'Brien  
confirmed both remain on track for Epsom. 
 
He added: "Everything seems well with Santa 
Barbara at the moment and we’re looking for-
ward to seeing what will happen over a mile 
and a half. She’s a Camelot filly and they  
usually do stay. She’s big, powerful and classy. 
 
"Snowfall didn’t surprise me at York. We always 
thought the world of her and getting the winter 
under her belt and stepping up in distance  
maybe brought out the best in her." 
 
www.racingpost.com 

  
 
  

‘Hard for Moore’-from Page 10 

IF YOU WISH TO SUBSCRIBE,  OR 
WANT A PAST ISSUE, CLICK BELOW  

www.turftalk.co.za  

Divinely. Pic: Patrick McCann. 

https://www.turftalk.co.za/get-turf-talks-daily-newsletter/
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The trainer of the great Black Caviar doesn’t shy away from expressing his opinion and 
courting controversy, suggesting European horses improve when coming into the care of 
Australian trainers.   

Aussie! Aussie! Aussie! Oi! Oi! Oi! 


