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The Empangeni-born conditioner will be hoping 

his three-year-old Linebacker can advertise his 

chances for SA’s most famous race by  

winning the R750,000 Daily News 2000 at  

Hollywoodbets Greyville on Saturday. 

It is a top-notch grade 1 race which racing fans 

have been looking forward to for weeks, but 

the winner’s purse of R468,750 is evidence of 

the dire state of the sport’s prize money. That 

figure is almost exactly half of what SA golfer 

Christiaan Bezuidenhout earned for finishing in 

30th place in last weekend’s PGA  

Championship in South Carolina. 

Linebacker, winner of both the Cape Derby and 

grade 2 WSB Guineas, fully deserves his  

position at the head of the Daily News market 

and has to be fancied to notch his fourth win in 

eight starts. 

Waiting to take him on is another Cape-trained 

three-year-old in Kommetdieding who —  

presumably because of his unusual Afrikaans 

name — has a following similar to Justin 

Bieber in his early days. 

The jury is out as to whether Harold Crawford 

and Michelle Rix’s Elusive Fort colt would have 

beaten Linebacker in the Guineas with a  

trouble-free passage. We will get the answer to 

that question on Saturday. 

This column has long been banging on that 

Linebacker’s stablemate, Rascallion, could still 

be a live July contender and that is another 

question to be answered. (continues Page 2)

It could become the “Year of the Veterans”. Phil Mickelson winning a golf Major at the age 

of 50 and trainer Vaughan Marshall capturing his first Vodacom Durban July at 69.  

Marshall can strike for the ‘oldies’  

Pic—Jenny Evans 

Rascallion (Sean Veale) and Linebacker (Grant van Niekerk) gallop on May 19. Pic: Candiese Lenferna. 
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Marshall knows a big run is a must to get his 

charge into the July and he has booked Sean 

Veale who rode the colt (now gelding) to his 

maiden win at Scottsville. 

The cards have not fallen the way of Justin 

Snaith in the early weeks of the KwaZulu-Natal 

season and his runner, The Gatekeeper (below 

right), is in the same boat as Rascallion.  

He needs to improve markedly on a poor  

performance in the WSB Guineas. 

Gavin Lerena said on Thursday that the two 

runners from Johan Janse van Vuuren’s stable, 

Copper Mountain and Second Base, are “both 

in a very good space”.  

He believes his mount, Copper Mountain, will 

be “finishing well at the end of the race” so a 

quartet double floating Linebacker and Copper 

Mountain with Kommetdieding, Second Base, 

Rascallion and The Gatekeeper makes a lot of 

appeal. The wager will cost R144. 

The sudden change in betting in the  

Woolavington 2000 last week — with Captain's 

Ransom drifting alarmingly — signalled  

something was afoot and the name of Snaith’s 

star filly did not figure among the final acceptors 

on Monday. 

This now leaves a three-cornered contest in the 

grade 1 race between War Of Athena, Princess 

Calla and Netta. The first-named is the even 

money favourite to land her ninth win. 

Considering that War Of Athena (above) gave 

Netta a nine lengths hiding in the SA Oaks, 

some will believe this writer has dabbled in a 

prohibited substance in suggesting that Paul 

Peter’s raider can get her revenge.  

However, there is no escaping that Triple Tiara 

heroine, War Of Athena, has had a busy year 

and Warren Kennedy can get a lot closer this 

time. 

With the Hong Kong Jockey Club (HKJC)  

announcing Saturday’s meeting as a World 

Pool event, they would be more than happy if  

Princess Calla (below) took the first cheque of 

R312,500 in the Woolavington. 

The reason is that the HKJC bought Princess 

Calla’s half-brother (by Silvano) for R2.4m at 

the National Yearling Sale at Germiston in April. 

This will be Princess Calla’s second attempt at 

2,000m.  

Her first when fifth in the Cape Met (beaten five 

lengths by Rainbow Bridge and cramped in the 

race) did not throw any light on her ability to 

stay the distance. (to Page 4) 

Marshall can strike for ‘oldies’—from Page 1 
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The worry is that her dam, Princess Royal, only 

won up to 1,200m.  

Punters should get a good run for their money 

from Alyson Wright’s four-year-old Matterhorn in 

the Lonsdale Stirrup Cup, but it is a filly from the 

same stable that looks worth a serious each-

way punt:  

Top Me Up Holly makes her handicap bow in 

the fourth race and priced at 10-1 in early  

betting, Lyle Hewitson’s mount has a  

merit-rating of 71 and may be ahead of the  

handicapper. 

This is the family of Set Afire and Rudra — two 

top-class performers. Hollywood may have 

bought her cheaply at R300,000. 

By David Mollett 

Courtesy of Business Day 

  

   

 

Marshall can strike for ‘oldies’—from Page 2 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

         Molly’s Feature Selections   

 
DAILY NEWS 2000  
1  (6) Linebacker    
2  (8) Kommetdieding 
3. (10) Copper Mountain 

4. (3) Rascallion 

WOOLAVINGTON 2000 

1. (7) Netta 

2. (1) War Of Athena 

3. (5) Princess Calla 

4. (6) Chat Ching 

LONSDALE STIRRUP CUP 

1. (7) Matterhorn 

2. (4) Black Knap 

3. (13) Silver Host 

4. (15) Bayberry 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, FOR 
THE PRICE OF A FACE MASK! 

mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
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Lot 75 

(continues Page xx) 
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

Horseplayers who take sizeable bets with 
TAB and TABgold need not worry about  
extraordinarily large Win, Place, Swinger 
and Quinella (Exacta) wagers significantly 
reducing payouts on this Saturday’s Daily 
News 2000 race meeting at Greyville. 
 
The Hong Kong Jockey Club, which boasts the 
biggest tote pools in the world, has classified 
the race meeting as a World Pool event and all 
Win, Place, Swinger and Quinella bets on  
Races 2 to 9 will be commingled into Hong 
Kong pools. 
 
Commingled pools on each of the four bet 
types are possibly set to run into tens of  
millions of rands each. 
 
As an added bonus for South African punters, a 
R1-million carryover into the Pick 6 pool means 
that the expected pool total could exceed  
R5-million. 

Two of South Africa’s major races for three-
year-olds, both over 2000m, top the  
programme. 
 
Wilgerbosdrift SA Triple Tiara heroine War of 
Athena is 9-10 favourite for the Woolavington 
2000 for fillies. Linebacker, winner of the Grade 
1 Cape Derby this year and more recently the 
WSB KZN Guineas, is 18-10 favourite for the 
males’ equivalent, the Daily News 2000. 
 
Kommetdieding, hampered when third behind 
Linebacker in the Guineas, is fractionally longer 
in the ante-post betting at 2-1. 
  
NOTE RACES 2 to 9: Win, Place, Swinger, 
Quinella commingled with Hong Kong Jockey 
Club. HKJC rules will apply. HKJC PLACE 
Rules: Less than 4 runners no Place betting;  
4-6 runners payouts FIRST, SECOND; 7 or 
more runners payouts FIRST, SECOND, 
THIRD. 

High rollers welcome on TAB this Saturday 
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Youthful Drakenstein stallions Lancaster Bomber (L) and One World take a late autumn 
stroll at their beautiful home outside Paarl.  

Young guns out for late autumn stroll 
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She’s the queen of Australian racing but 
don’t expect to see her in a dazzling tiara. 
 
She could wallow in the trappings of her  
new-found fame but one close observer says 
don’t expect to see Jamie Kah whizzing around 
town in a flash new car or showing off a new 
trendy haircut. 
 
“A lot of young riders have fast cars and groovy 
haircuts, she doesn’t care about that,” trainer 
Mick Price told The Courier Mail, as Kah  
prepares to ride Price’s Stradbroke Handicap 
favourite Ayrton at Eagle Farm on Saturday. 
 
“She is an absolute horse girl. I think in general 
if you had to sum her up, she rides her horse 
first and the race second. 
 
“She just simply loves her horses, she has got 
a property down on the (Mornington) Peninsula 
with her partner Clayton Douglas (right) and 
that’s what she is all about. 
 
“She has just rehomed Dollar For Dollar (Tony 
McEvoy’s two-time Group 1 runner-up), she is 
going to love that horse and she is going to ride 
it with pleasure. 
 
“She lives in her own world a little bit, which is 
good, a lot of successful people walk to the 
beat of their own drum.” 

Kah is rewriting racing’s record books, a  
tearaway leader in the Melbourne jockeys’ 
premiership and on the hunt to raise her bat for 
100 wins for the season. 
 
The five-time Group 1 winner jetted early to 
Brisbane this week to beat Victoria’s Covid 
lockdown and ensure she is on hand to ride 
boom horse Ayrton in Saturday’s Fred Best 
Classic, which offers the winner a golden ticket 
into the Stradbroke a fortnight later. 
 
Kah also has two chances to add to her Group 
1 haul on Saturday when she rides Vega One 
for Queenslander Tony Gollan in the Kingsford-
Smith Cup and Horrifying for Mark Kavanagh in 
the Queensland Derby. 
 
The Courier Mail can reveal it is likely to be the 
only time Kah is seen in Queensland during the 
winter carnival. (continues Page 13) 

‘Horse Girl’ Kah a racing superstar 

Jamie Kah at her Mornington Peninsula home with her horse Brax. Pictures: Alex Coppel  
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She is flying back to Melbourne on Sunday and 
would appear unlikely to be able to return for 
Stradbroke day in a fortnight, given Queensland 
has now slammed its border shut to  
Covid-troubled Victoria. 
 
Price, who co-trains with Michael Kent Jr, will 
use lightweight rider Rachel King should Ayrton 
qualify for the Stradbroke. 
 
He said it is no surprise he is using female  
riders on his unbeaten galloper. 
 
“I can tell you now, the girls are taking 
over,” Price said. 
 
“Perhaps at the moment, in the riding ranks, the 
proportions of female jockeys don’t say that but 
I can tell you in current intakes of apprentices, 
the girls outnumber the boys. 

“I think the boys want to pull their socks up  
because the days of owners having a bit of a 
misconception about female jockeys, I think 
that is fading out pretty quick.” 
 
The astute Price, a deep thinker on racing,  
believes it is Kah’s equestrian background 
which has helped shape her as the queen of 
Australia’s riding ranks. 
 
Kah, the daughter of Winter Olympic speed 
skaters John and Karen (above), was raised in 
the Adelaide Hills and has an equestrian  
background. Which Price insists is an  
underrated  component of what makes her the 
total package as a star jockey. 
 
Price, who has two daughters who have  
competed in equestrian, has given his take on 
why he thinks Kah has enjoyed such glittering 
success and become the punters’ pal. 
 
“She’s a different type of rider, she comes from 
an equestrian background and she’s not  

affected by the normal school that these 
(jockey) apprentices go to,” Price said. 
 
“She is a 100 per cent an equestrian girl 
who loves her horses, those equestrian girls 
are different in the way they ride. 
 
“Their core, and their balance, is more centred 
and they have a better seat on a horse. 
 
“A lot of young jockeys who haven’t got an 
equestrian background tend to want to hang on 
to their horse’s mouth a bit, there is more  
pressure on the horse’s mouth for balance.  
 
“Those equestrian kids, and I employ a few of 
them, I spent 17 years in the equestrian world 
with my daughters, and I notice the absolute 
respect they have for their horse. 
 
“I wish a bigger part of apprentice school 
was equestrian work. 
 
“Some of those equestrian kids are even taught 
to ride bareback … they are taught about  
balance and core and that’s how Jamie  
conducts herself on a horse.” 
 
As for Kah, she admits the rush to Brisbane on 
Wednesday night, jetting to the Sunshine State 
early like other Victorian riders to beat the  
Victorian Covid lockdown announced on  
Thursday, was stressful. 
 
She also knows it will be an odd feeling on  
Saturday should Ayrton justify his $1.55  
favouritism in the Fred Best, knowing she will 
hand the reins to King in the Stradbroke. 
 
“Rachel is a great choice for him because she 
suits him so well, but Mick has assured me I‘ll 
be able to get back on him in the spring,” Kah 
said. 
  

racenet.com.au—Ben Dorries 
  

‘Horse Girl’ Kah superstar-from Page 12 
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Perhaps the most influential stallion of the 
20th century Northern Dancer was born  60 
years ago yesterday.  
 
Owned by industrialist E.P. Taylor, the  
stallion became Canada’s best-known  
equine export.  
 
Here are a few lesser known facts about the 
great horse: 

1. In 1962, when E.P. Taylor put Northern 
Dancer up for auction as a yearling, there were 
no interested bidders for the $25,000 reserve 
price, so Taylor kept him. 
 
2. Northern Dancer’s race career consisted of 
19 races (15 wins, two seconds, two thirds) 
over 11 months (August 1963-June 1964). 
 
3. Northern Dancer was the first Canadian-bred 
and -owned horse to win the Kentucky Derby. 
 
4. The Kentucky Derby is only for racehorses 
who are considered three years old. The age of 
a thoroughbred racehorse changes on Jan. 1 in 
the Northern Hemisphere, regardless of its 
birthdate. 

Because Northern Dancer was born on May 27, 
1961, he had not yet reached his chronological 
third birthday when he won the Kentucky Derby 
on May 2,1964. 
 
5. Northern Dancer was the first non-human to 
be inducted into the Canadian Sports Hall of 
Fame (1965). 
 
6. Northern Dancer was the world’s leading 
thoroughbred sire from 1965 to 1990, with his 
stud fee reaching as high as $1,000,000. 
  
7. One of Northern Dancer’s colts sold for a 
record $10.2 million. 
 
8. E. P. Taylor received an offer of $40 million 
from a French syndicate to purchase Northern 
Dancer when the horse was 21 years old. 
 
9. Although Northern Dancer was in Maryland 
when he died at the age of 28, his body was 
returned to Canada.  
 
He was buried on the same property where he 
was born, Windfields Farm, in Oshawa, Ont. 
 
10. More than 50 years after Northern Dancer 
won the Kentucky Derby, his influence on the  
thoroughbred racing world is evident.  
 
All 20 horses in the 2014 Kentucky Derby had  
Northern Dancer in their pedigree. 
 

macleans.ca 

Fascinating facts about Northern Dancer 

He were only a little lad of 15.2 hands 
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