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2-4-6-8 

It started when Wolfgang (5-1 into 2-1F) 

spreadeagled the field in Race 2, a MR90 

Handicap over 1200m  

Less expected was Lets Rock (100-7) in the 

fourth, a 1600m Maiden Plate for females. But 

of the two, it was the Crusade filly’s first win 

which excited Nel more, as he told Tabonline.    

“She ran second in her penultimate and then 

she pulled up lame with Louis (Mxothwa). I was 

absolutely devastated.  

“But we went easy with her and gave her a bit 

of time, and she’s come back. I didn’t expect 

her to win today, but we take any win the way 

they come,” said Nel. 

Number three was another surprise in Race 6, 

a FM70 Handicap over 1000m, where Variety 

Breeze (100-7) got to favourite Lady Catherine 

over the last 200m and won by just over a 

length. It was a great start for owner Joey  

Foo-Kune, being his first runner for the yard.  

And the near perfect day was rounded off 

when Natural Jade (33-10F) went start to finish 

in the last (a FM66 Handicap) to complete a 

clean sweep of the even numbered races. 

Prime form 

 

And this wasn’t a flash in the pan, as over the 

last month the yard has put out 28 runners for 

9 wins – a strike rate of 32%. Over the 2020/1 

season as a whole the operation  have 23   

winners  at  13%,  (continues Page 2) 

After only starting out under his own name in September 2019, Gqeberha based Juan Nel 

recorded his first four-timer on Tuesday. And indeed, until yesterday the boutique  

operation had never scored more than two victories at the same meeting. 

Easy as 2-4-6-8 for Juan Nel 
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a highly respectable ratio. And that marks rapid 

growth, as last term he only put out 62 runners 

in total, with a mere six victories. 

Stalwarts like Earth Hour (Fairview Mile/WSB 

Poly Challenge 1400) and What A Winner 

(Fairview Flying Five) have played their part by 

winning feature races.   

But like so many in racing, ‘overnight success’ 

for the 48-year-old has come following decades 

of hard work, as Juan related.    

“I was born in Germiston and grew up in  

Benoni, till I went to the jockeys academy.” 

With no family racing background, his life path 

changed significantly by chance. 

“In my early life I wanted to become a flight  

engineer, but a neighbour of ours worked for a 

panel beater, and that guy was friends with 

James Maree. She (the neighbour) kept saying 

to me ’you’re small, you should try to be a  

jockey’, and one day I just said OK and she 

helped me get an interview at Turffontein. 

“Heinz Runge, Craig Arnold, Rene Bonham, the 

late Andre du Preez, and Francois Herholdt 

were all in the same intake as me, but Fransie 

is the only one still riding professionally.” 

And keeping things tidy, Herholdt partnered  

Dive Captain for Juan yesterday, finishing third 

in the race won by Wolfgang. 

“But I only rode for a year after qualifying as I 

really battled with weight. I weighed 64kg then 

and 64kg now,’ he says with a laugh.  

 And from the mid 1990’s he has been involved 

on the training side. (continues Page 4)  

Easy as 2-4-6-8 for Juan Nel—from Page 1 

Earth Hour wins the WSB Poly Challenge 1400. Pic: Pauline Herman. 
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“My first job was with Isak ‘Crunchie’ Cronje, 

then I also had stints with Glen Puller, Joey 

Ramsden, Mike de Kock and Mike Bass. I also 

ran Justin Snaith’s East Cape operation for a 

year and a half around 2012. 

“I always knew I would train for myself here one 

day, but it was only after going to Saudi I was 

able to secure the financial resources  

necessary. I was there from 2013 to 2019,  

training for the owner Salah Fustok. He still  

races horses in England.”     

Then after returning to SA and taking out his 

licence, his first runner was debutante Vivid 

Red, who finished third on 20 September 2019. 

And four runs and three months later, she gave 

him his first winner two days before Christmas.  

Sadly that was a last hurrah for the filly, who 

never raced again, but by contrast Juan has 

built stoutly on those foundations.   

“Things have fallen into place over the past few 

months. I haven’t changed anything of  

significance, apart from the odd tweak. But a 

little bit of luck and happy horses can go a long 

way. When they go well they go well.” 

There are a few other potentially significant  

developments in the pipeline, so watch this 

space.   

It’s very early days, but could a real challenger 

to the Greeff/Smith dichotomy in the Eastern 

Cape be rising? -tt 

 

  

Easy as 2-4-6-8– for Juan Nel—from Page 2 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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While rightfully all the focus is on the G1 
Daily News and Woolavington on Saturday,  
David Thiselton on goldcircle.com here runs 
his expert rule over the main contenders for 
the supporting G3 Lonsdale Stirrup Cup 
over 2400m.    
 
MATTERHORN (7) is progressive and  
impressed in his last start in the Grade 2 WSB 
1900 when running on strongly for a close  
second. The conditions of the race did not allow 
him to be raised in the merit ratings and he  
otherwise would have copped a ten point raise 
and carried 5kg more weight in this race. 
 
He is thus well handicapped and, furthermore, 
is held in high regard by his yard, so he could 
book his place in the Vodacom Durban July 
here by winning under Serino Moodley over a 
trip he enjoys from a fair draw. 
 
SILVER HOST (13) is held in high regard and 
has proved his ability over staying trips so is an 
interesting runner in his comeback from a layoff 
under Richard Fourie and the wide draw should 
not be too much of a problem as he is capable 
of running on strongly. 
 
BLACK KNAP (4) looks capable of progressing 
beyond his current merit rating mark and he 

should enjoy this course distance from his nice 
draw. He is by Dynasty whose progeny always 
enjoy this tight track thanks to their inherited 
turn of foot. 
 
BAYBERRY (15) is a good looking son of the 
stamina influence Flower Alley and will be  
continuing to improve. If it pans out well for him 
from a wide draw he could be right there. 
 
CROME YELLOW (14) has the ability to be a 
contender despite carrying 59kg and returning 
from a layoff although he also has to overcome 
a tough draw.  
 
MARCHINGONTOGETHER (11), last year’s 
winner, could bounce back to form off a  
lowered merit rating and warrants  
consideration. 
 
PATHS OF VICTORY (8) should be cherry ripe 
to produce his best and, as the winner of the 
prestigious Gold Cup over 3200m at this 
course, he must have a shout.  
 
BLACKBALL (5) is an enigmatic horse who is 
capable of producing classy performances but 
he is not reliable, so he can’t be ignored from a 
good draw. 

 www.goldcircle.co.za 

Matterhorn ready to scale new heights 

Silver Host cruises to G3 Okapi Chairman’s Cup victory at Kenilworth in January. Pic: Wayne Marks 
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Champion New Zealand mare Melody Belle (14xG1) certainly looks the part as she goes 
through the ring at the Magic Millions broodmare sale on Tuesday for A$2.6million (R28m). 

Looking a million…nope 2.6 million dollars 
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LEGENDARY jockey Frankie Dettori is 'so 
happy' that Royal Ascot will open it's doors 
to crowds of 12,000 next month. 
 
The five-day festival, which begins on June 15, 
has been selected as a pilot event by the  
British government. 
 
 The track had previously announced that they 
were planning for a maximum crowd of just 
4,000. 
 
But talks have been ongoing and Royal Ascot 
has now been chosen alongside an England 
cricket Test match as the latest to trial the  
return of larger crowds at sports events. 

A crowd of 12,000 punters would be the biggest 
on a racecourse since the 2020 Cheltenham 
Festival, which was the final big meeting held 
before the Covid-19 pandemic took hold in 
March last year. 
 
Dettori is synonymous with the Royal meeting, 
having ridden 73 winners during his career, and 
he can't wait to perform his trademark flying 
dismount in front of racegoers. 
 
Dettori said: "It's unbelievable news, and I'm so 
happy. There's nothing better than Royal Ascot 
with people. I know it's not 60,000 - but it's  
better than what we thought. Well done to  
everybody that made it possible. (to Page 13) 

Dettori ‘so happy’ as more at Ascot  

Dettori and Stradivarius win the Gold Cup in front of empty stands in 2020. Pic: Shutterstock 
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

"Last year I was leading rider at Royal Ascot 
and won three Group 1s, including the Gold 
Cup, and later in the year I won the King 
George.  
 
“To have nobody there to see any of that, it 
was like someone had cut my arm off. 
 
"Those are the biggest races we've got here, 
and I won them in front of empty grandstands. It 
goes without saying it wasn't the same, so I'm 
so happy at this news - it will put a smile on 
everybody's face." 

Ascot chief Guy Henderson (above) added: 
“We are delighted that Royal Ascot has been 
accepted to play its part in the next phase of 
the Government’s Events Research  
Programme. 
 
"We much look forward to welcoming 12,000 
racegoers each day. 
 
“Our thanks go to our industry bodies, the  
British Horseracing Authority and the  
Racecourse Association, which led the  
preparation of the submission to Government.” 
 
Julie Harrington (right), chief executive of the 
BHA, also welcomed the news. 
 
She said: “It is excellent news that Ascot will be 
included in the Events Research Programme as 
a pilot event. 

"It is an opportunity to demonstrate how racing 
events are perfectly suited to safely hosting 
spectators in greater numbers as we progress 
through the Government’s roadmap for the  
easing of lockdown restrictions. 
 
“We are grateful to DCMS and this outcome 
reflects the strong and positive relationship  
between racing and Government. 
 
"Working with colleagues we will ensure that 
our participants remain protected to the same 
degree that has been achieved with racing’s 
bespoke coronavirus protocols since  
resumption in June 2020.” 
 
Racing fans who rolled over their booking from 
2020 will be able to be accommodated on 
course. 
 
And an allocation of Royal Enclosure badges 
and general admission tickets to the Queen 
Anne enclosure will go on sale this Friday. 
 

thesun.co.uk 
 
   

Dettori ‘so happy’--from Page 12 
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