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Perhaps not too much should be read into that 

falsely run Variety Club Mile, where they 

jogged early and then sprinted down the 

straight.  

Firealley was most intelligently handled by 

Greg Cheyne but Warrior’s finishing burst 

proved decisive, and he should confirm his  

superiority over this 1800m journey.  

The manner of Warrior’s fluent preceding  

victories inspire confidence, and he is favoured 

to go in again, assuming he handles the boggy 

track after all the rain. 

Warrior’s stablemate Somerset Maugham is 

admirably consistent against weaker to date. 

He now tries slightly further against tougher 

rivals yet still rates a realistic contender given 

his progressive profile. 

Snaith’s other entry is the talented, Hoedspruit 

who is unfortunately troubled by breathing  

issues. A three length third to Linebacker in the 

Cape Derby and a similar margin of defeat be-

hind Malmoos in the Concorde Stakes at level 

weights represent quality form. At best he 

could upstage his more fancied stable mates if 

holding up physically to the athletic demands of 

the race. (continues Page 2) 

Warrior guns for four wins in a row when he lines up in the World Sports Betting Legal  

Eagle Stakes, a Grade 3 event at Kenilworth on Saturday. The Futura colt scored a narrow 

victory over Firealley (above) in the opening Leg of this Winter Series and will try extend 

his winning sequence for the in-form Snaith stable, writes Mark van Deventer. 

Warrior goes into battle again 
Pic-Wayne Marks. 
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Glen Kotzen sends out Crimson King and 

Northern Song. Both finished more than three 

lengths behind Warrior at their most recent 

clash and appear held.  

A bigger threat could come from the only filly in 

the race, So Flawless. A superficial reading of 

her past performances - scraping home in  

lesser handicaps locally and getting beat on a 

foray up to Port Elizabeth, suggest she may be 

outpointed.  

However, this daughter of Legislate has been 

rocketing home with tremendous closing  

sectionals and we might not have seen her true 

ability, as yet. Warrior remains the most proba-

ble winner and is priced accordingly at 8/10, but 

the each- way claims of 16/1 longshot So  

Flawless should not be dismissed flippantly. 

WSB Stormsvlei Stakes 

Snaith has half the field of six with Really Royal, 

Rain In Newmarket and La Quinta renewing  

rivalry in the WSB Stormsvlei Stakes after their 

1-2-3 finish in the first Leg of the Winter Series.  

All three are game and way- above- average 

fillies already in the winning groove. Official  

ratings peg them on 100, 99 and 98  

respectively, confirming that they have similar 

ability. Yet, despite such strength in numbers, 

the winner may come from elsewhere, as the  

Candice Bass Robinson trained, Marina 

(above) looms large. 

This towering chestnut filly, (related to former 

Durban July winner, Marinaresco) took on the 

boys in the opening leg and was prejudiced by 

racing dead last from a wide draw behind a 

slow early pace.  

The fact that she got as close as she did to 

Warrior was remarkable – her finishing ratio of 

110% confirming just how quickly she tried to 

make up what proved an insurmountable  

deficit. (continues Page 4) 

Warrior goes into battle again—from Page 1 

Pic-Wayne Marks. 
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Previous runs where she gave Scented  

Mistress and Heaven’s Embrace wind chill as 

she blew past confirm Marina’s high- class  

ability.  

This race sets up neatly for the maturing,  

Silvano filly and this odds on fav looks a  

ready-made banker in exotic sequences. 

Maledimo and Pink Tourmaline complete up the 

small field. The former is very smart, evidenced 

by her third place in the Vasco Prix du Cap a 

length off Zarina when finishing with verve.  

She was caught too far off the pace when fourth 

to Snaith’s tag team a month ago and could 

conceivably gain revenge if launching her bid 

slightly earlier.  

Pink Tourmaline was outrun in that same race 

after being given every chance, so may  

struggle.  

In her favour though is her preference for racing 

handy. Greg Cheyne, who so nearly stole the 

race described earlier on Fire Alley, may  

attempt a similar heist on Brett Crawford’s  

entry. 

Courtesy of Cape Racing 

 

 

  

  

 

Warrior goes into battle again—from Page 2 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

Really Royal defeats Rain In Newmarket      

Pic-Wayne Marks. 

IF YOU WISH TO SUBSCRIBE,  OR 
WANT A PAST ISSUE, CLICK BELOW  

www.turftalk.co.za  
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Lot 75 
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When it came to sport, former President 
Nelson Mandela took a keen interest in  
boxing, rugby and soccer. He was not a  
racing fan, but  would probably have given  
approval for a racehorse to be named Good 
Queen Bess, writes David Mollett. 
 
The reason? Well, it might have reminded him 
of Queen Elizabeth 2 with whom he struck up a 
special rapport. Indeed, Mandela was perhaps 
the only person to address the British monarch 
by her Christian name. 
 
On one occasion, he said: “Good heavens, 
Elizabeth, you have lost weight.” This probably 
flouted royal custom but Mandela’s long-time 
assistant Zelda La Grange remarked, “The 
Queen seemed to be amused by it.” 

The filly, Good Queen Bess, who runs in the 
eighth race at Turffontein on Saturday, is  
regally bred by one of Europe’s top sires,  
Kingman, out of a dam who is a half-sister to 
2015 Epsom Derby winner Golden Horn. 
 
Kingman stands at Banstead Manor Stud in the 
UK at a fee of £150,000 so Mary Slack has 
landed something of a coup as Good Queen 
Bess will eventually be an outstanding addition 
to her band of mares at Wilgerbosdrift. 
 
It was no big surprise that the three-year-old — 
born in February 2018 — started odds-on for 
her debut at Turffontein last month and the 
Mike de Kock inmate sailed home by nearly 
three lengths in the hands of Gavin Lerena. 
(continues Page 8) 

Good Queen Bess has royal class   

The late Nelson Mandela takes his good friend ‘Elizabeth’ for a carriage ride.  
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

The jockey will be in the saddle again on  
Saturday for the filly’s handicap debut and  after 
studying the form will realise he has  only one 
rival to beat. The opponent in question is 
S’manga Khumalo’s mount Sound Of Summer. 
 
This R375,000 son of Silvano trained by Paul 
Peter boasts a win and a second from his two 
starts and is far better drawn than Good Queen 
Bess. 
 
Sean Tarry sends out Namaqualand and  
Eskimo Pie with Lyle Hewitson down to partner 
the latter. He might not be on the right one, as 
Namaqualand, who suffered an injury after  
winning at Kenilworth in January 2020, was  
noted running on into fourth place during his 
most recent outing. 
 
Trainer De Kock sends a team of eight to the 
city track and half are first-timers. They are 
Winter Pearl (first race), Waya Yire (second),  
Al Borani (third) and Power Ranger (ninth). 
 

The mount of Muzi Yeni (above) who returns 
from suspension (Power Ranger) is a full-
brother to Tarry’s two-year-old Pyromaniac, 
who made it two wins from two starts when 
scoring at the Vaal on Tuesday.  
 

It is hardly surprising that Power Ranger has 
been marked up favourite as the opposition to 
the Silvano colt is decidedly moderate.  
 
Tuscan Winter, third on his recent danger, rates 
the main threat provided the race does not 
come too soon. 
 
Michael Javett and Mary Slack will be hoping 
their second race newcomer, Al Borani, has 
more ability than his half-brother Boston Light 
who runs in the final event on the card. The  
latter has finished out with the washing in his 
two starts. 
 
The fare at Scottsville on Sunday does not set 
the pulses racing, but two runners who could 
reward each-way support are Silver Maria 
(seventh race) and Candy Galore (eighth). 
 

Courtesy of Business Day 
  

 

Good Queen Bess has class-from Page 6 

         Molly’s Turffontein selections   

  
1st, 2nd, and 3rd Race: No Selection 

4th Race: (8) Northern Glow (2) Bold Act (3) 
Coral Dawn (7) Lollapalooza 
5th Race: (9) Twice The Trip (1) Pick A Lily  
(6) Icy Night (2) Zulu War Cry 
6th Race: (1) Vaseem (2) Caralluma  
(4) Raisetheredlantern (3) Elusive Swann 
7th Race: (8) Bella Black (4) Anne Boleyn  

(3) All Of Me (6) Moments Like This 
8th Race: (4) Good Queen Bess (1) Sound Of 
Summer (5) Namaqualand (3) Me Time 
9th Race: (6) Power Ranger (8) Tuscan Winter 
(1) Swingthewillow (3) Jet Cat 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, FOR 
THE PRICE OF A FACE MASK! 

mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 
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The Secret Is Out (Captain Al-Secret Of  
Victoria),consigned by the BBP Syndicate, 
was sold in absentia to Klawervlei for a 
huge R3,25 million at the CTS Mare and 
Mixed Sale held at De Grendel on Thursday.  
 
This was a record price at a South African 
broodmare auction sale, narrowly beating the 
R3,2m paid by Lammerskraal for the Navarone 
mare Imperious Star at the inaugural CTS Mare 
& Fillies For Stud Select Sale back in June 
2016 at Highlands. 
 
Shortly prior to that The Secret Is Out’s own 
dam Secret Of Victoria (Lot 74-Goldkeeper-
Mystic Spring-also BBP) had been knocked 
down to Varsfontein for R900,000. 
 
The Secret Is Out is a sister to 3xG1 winner All 
Is Secret, and is part of one of SA racings most 
blue-blooded families. She sold in foal to 
Querari. 
 
Grant Knowles, Marketing and Bloodstock  
Director of CTS professed himself  ‘very happy’ 
with the outcome, despite having to battle what 
seemed like 100mm of rain in the 24 hours 
leading up to the sale.   

In total of 68 of the 97 lots sold, with an  
aggregate of R7 755 000.The average was 
R114 044, with a median of R32 500. 
 
Follow This Link for full sale results. 

Lot 38—In Like Flynn (above) was consigned 
by Ridgemont Highlands and sold to Camargue 
Stud for R50,000.  
 
Formerly trained by Joey Ramsden, the listed 
winner still holds the course record over 1400m 
on the winter course at Kenilworth. Her time of 
83.20 seconds was set on 29 January 2011. –tt   

Record smashed at CTS Mare Sale 

https://capethoroughbredsales.com/results
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Royal Ascot—then and now 
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While Douglas Whyte is confident Russian 
Emperor is ready for his first Group One  
assignment since last year’s Epsom Derby, 
the South African is only hopeful Stronger 
can take it up Courier Wonder in a race 
where he says the latter “looks a formality”. 
 
Russian Emperor is one of eight runners in the 
Champions & Chater Cup (2,400m) at Sha Tin 
on Sunday and the four-year-old tackles a  
distance he’s finished seventh at in his previous 
two attempts. 
 
After finishing eight lengths behind runaway 
leader Serpentine at Epsom last July, Russian 
Emperor faded to cross the line three and a 
quarter lengths behind Butterfield after jumping 
as favourite in the Queen Mother Memorial Cup 
earlier this month. 
 
“I do think his best trip is 10 furlongs,” Whyte 
said. “I think the racing style and the training 
style of Hong Kong has injected more speed 
into him as opposed to Europe but having said 
that, the way he finished off the [Hong Kong] 
Derby and the way he can hit the line, he’ll get 
2,400m. 
 
“His last run you have to put a pen through, it 
was a race that was run at a very sedate tempo 
and I think if you run the race three or four 
times over you would get a different result . He 
faced the breeze for too long with no cover and 
was vulnerable from the word go.” 

 The Hong Kong Derby runner-up has drawn 
barrier seven for Sunday’s contest and Karis 
Teetan has been replaced in the saddle by 
Alexis Badel, with the Mauritian partnering Tony 
Millard’s Panfield. Also in the field are Exultant 
– who is shooting for three wins in a row in the 
race – Glorious Dragon, Columbus County, 
Butterfield, Time Warp and Packing Waltham. 
 
Whyte saddles up Stronger in the afternoon’s 
other Group contest, the Sha Tin Vase 
(1,200m) at Group Three level. The four-year-
old steps back in grade after finishing seventh 
in the Group One Chairman’s Sprint Prize last 
month, while his two efforts prior to that  
produced narrow seconds in a Group Two and 
a Class One at Happy Valley. 
 
“This is more his level. He was disappointing 
last time – I thought he would have maybe  
given a little bit more but he was stepping up to 
Group One,” Whyte said. “All I can say is that 
my horse is fit and healthy and if anything he’s 
improving. He’s really physically improving.” 
 
Vincent Ho Chak-yiu retains the ride and 
Stronger has drawn barrier eight for a race  
featuring Group One placegetters Computer 
Patch, Rattan and Sky Field. 
 
Also in the field is John Size’s mouth-watering 
prospect Courier Wonder, who has rocketed 
from a rating of 52 to 100 in just four starts and 
will carry only 118 pounds.   www.scmp.com 

Whyte’s Emperor ready to rule 


