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The transition from Laoban’s original stud farm, 

Sequel Stallions in New York, to  

WinStar was a breeze, thanks in no small part 

to Sequel’s Stallion Consultant Charl Van Der 

Westhuizen, a South African native with a  

natural gift for putting any stallion at ease.  

Van Der Westhuizen made the trip alongside 

Laoban this year to help the young sire  

acclimate to his new residence and to  

properly introduce the team at WinStar to their 

new charge.  

“Charl helped us tremendously in getting 

Laoban acclimated,” Walden said. “He’s a  

first-class horseman. With the nuances of any 

horse, it’s very helpful to understand their  

differences whenever you get a horse you don’t 

know. Charl knew every detail about the  

stallion and was great at communicating his 

personality to us in a way that we could pick up 

the ball and go right away without having a 

learning curve.” (continues Page 2) 

Grade I-producing sire Laoban is off to a fast start in Kentucky as he nears the completion 

of his first book at WinStar Farm. “He has settled in and is doing really well,” WinStar’s 

President and CEO Elliott Walden said. “He’s going to breed around 140 mares this year.” 

Charl van der Westhuizen with stallion Honest Mischief. Pic: Barbara Livingston. 

Charl the champ stallion handler 
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Van Der Westhuizen has served as stallion  

consultant at Sequel since March of last year. 

The farm’s founder Becky Thomas said he has 

been a crucial member of their team since his 

first day on the job.  

“Charl turned our program around last year,” 

she said. It was my easiest year with our  

stallions. COVID of course made it  

difficult, but it was my easiest year  

behaviourally. He has such a natural way with 

our stallions. One of them is kind of difficult to 

catch, but he literally trots himself up to Charl. 

They’re so comfortable with him and he has an 

exceptional relationship with each of them.”  

Van Der Westhuizen has worked at stud farms 

around the globe, but he said the key to  

handling any stallion successfully is to  

recognize their individual personality.  

“Over the years, I’ve worked with a lot of  

different types of stallions, and each and every 

one is different,” he said. “You have to cater to 

the needs of the stallion. You have to be a  

competent handler because they feel if you’re 

nervous and they will take over. On the other 

hand, if you have a horse that doesn’t get  

overly excited, you can intimidate him to the 

point where he doesn’t want to breed because 

he’ll be more scared of you than he is of the 

mare.”  

Born in the heart of South Africa in  

Johannesburg, Van Der Westhuizen and his 

family eventually left their urban location and 

moved to the countryside where at 13 years 

old, Van Der Westhuizen met a kind, old  

broodmare at the family’s new farm.  

(Continues Page 4) 

Charl the champ stallion handler-from Page 1 

Charl with Time Thief (Redoute’s Choice) at Nadeson Park Stud near Hermanus. Pic: David Morris. 



3 

 

The CTS Mare and Mixed Sale at De Grendel 
Estate on 20 May has received an  
innovative boost which will complement the 
live auction and strengthen the buyers’ 
bench, by allowing bidders from all parts of 
the world to participate, in real time. 
CTS will be joining forces with the South  
African online auctions company Meerkat, a 
leader in the field, having conducted over 50 
large cattle and game sales in the last year, all 
with seamless efficiency. 
 
Ro’an van Tonder, owner of Meerkat, said that 
his company had cut online delays down to “a 
split second” using the latest technology, and 
that their UPS-driven platform is not affected by 
power outages.  
 
“We have connected buyers around the globe 
to live cattle and game auctions, even in  
remote farm areas, so we are well geared up 
for our first thoroughbred sale, and excited to 
be involved.” 
  
Grant Knowles, Marketing and Bloodstock  
Director for CTS, reminded buyers who will not 
be at the live sale, that they should register  
on the Meerkat website,  
www.meerkatonline.co.za  
 
For more information:   
Grant Knowles : grant@cthbs.com 
Amanda Carey : amanda@cthbs.com  
or (082) 4654020 
 
Download the Meerkat app to follow the  
auction, lots and prices LIVE 
 
Samsung and Android: 
 
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?
id=za.co.dankospark.meerkat 
 
 iPhone and IOS Apple: 
 
https://apple.co/2yDd362 
 
Or register, bid and follow auctions LIVE on the 
Meerkat website: 
 
▪️https://portal.meerkatonline.co.za/
authentication/login  
▪️ www.meerkatonline.co.za 
 
Meerkat contact details: 
Ro'an van Tonder: 082 567 0069  
 
Jaap Coetzer: 083 234 9586 (iOS) 
 

Henno Bakker: 072 458 327 (Android) 

Tutorials Meerkat:How to register 
https://youtu.be/ZzWLPbOwesk  
 
Meerkat-how to bid 
https://youtu.be/SiBFrHk9_4o  
 

 

Team up with Meerkat for CTS sale  

http://www.meerkatonline.co.za
mailto:grant@cthbs.com
mailto:amanda@cthbs.com
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=za.co.dankospark.meerkat
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=za.co.dankospark.meerkat
https://apple.co/2yDd362
https://portal.meerkatonline.co.za/authentication/login
https://portal.meerkatonline.co.za/authentication/login
http://www.meerkatonline.co.za
https://youtu.be/ZzWLPbOwesk
https://youtu.be/SiBFrHk9_4o
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“I traded in my skateboard and started riding 

this mare,” he recalled. “My interest developed 

and there was actually a small Arabian stud 

down the road. They showed me the ropes and 

started teaching me the basic necessities of 

horsemanship. Growing up, my mates and I 

would see cowboys in movies from America, so 

we brought in a couple of wild horses to train 

and would have our own private rodeos.”  

Not long after turning 18, Van Der Westhuizen 

saw an ad in a magazine for an internship at 

Lakland North in New York, the farm now 

known as Sequel Stallions. He made his first 

journey to the U.S. in 2002 for the internship 

and quickly gravitated towards the stallion  

division.  

“As an intern, you do all aspects of jobs on the 

farm, but I took an interest in the stallions,” he 

explained. “It was a challenge because each 

and every stallion is so different in the way they 

behave. You have to learn each of their little 

quirks.”  

After completing the internship in New York, 

Van Der Westhuizen relocated to Sequel’s  

location in Florida for a breeding season before 

returning to South Africa. There he spent over a 

decade honing his stallion-handling skills by 

serving at stud farms across the country, from 

Lammerskraal Stud, Newbury Stud, Balmoral 

Stud and Nadeson Park Stud (below).  

At each farm, he picked up valuable lessons 

from each of the stallions he oversaw. Western 

Winter, a Grade I-placed son of Gone West that 

relocated to Lammerskraal in 1997, was a 

champion sire in South Africa.  

“He was a pleasure to work with,” Van Der 

Westhuizen recalled. “He was so quiet and  

gentle, it almost made it easy. But Parade 

Leader (Kingmambo), a full-brother to former 

Lane’s End Texas sire and Grade II winner  

Parade Ground, was quite the opposite.  

“He was a really mean horse,: Van Der 

Westhuizen said. “You had to watch your back 

the whole time. He would literally try to take 

your head off if you went in the stall to catch 

him.”  

One of the most challenging stallion careers he 

remembers overseeing was that of well-

regarded South African sire Rakeen (Northern 

Dancer), sire of the late multiple champion sire 

Jet Master.  

“At first he was really mean, but we figured out 

he wanted to be close to the mares,” Van Der 

Westhuizen recalled. “So we put him in a  

paddock next to the broodmare barn and it  

immediately changed him.”  

He remembers when Rakeen once fell and 

broke his hip. Even after the stallion had fully 

healed, breeding season the next year proved 

to be a challenge when he couldn’t fully support 

his body weight when on his hind legs.  

“We found a slope along the barn and he would 

stand on the slope and we would back the mare 

up into a hole so he could comfortably breed 

the mare,” Van Der Westhuizen  

explained.  

“When he would mount, we had a sling that we 

would put underneath his hindquarters and two 

guys would stand on either side to keep his 

weight up.”  

Van Der Westhuizen said the breeding program 

in South Africa differs from the one in the U.S. 

in several aspects.  

“[In South Africa], you’ll do your selection a lot 

more on pedigree, where I would say here a lot 

of the breeding is based on conformation. They 

do not have a lot of juvenile racing as there is 

here, where the focus is on young 2-year-old 

colts running as quickly as possible, (to Pg 6) 

  Charl the champ stallion handler-from Page 2 
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so the dynamic of the whole breeding program 

is slightly different. The process is similar, but I 

would say the end goal is different.”  

Another major difference, Van Der Westhuizen 

said, is that most breeding sessions in South 

Africa take place outdoors.  

“Only a few farms there actually have an  

enclosed breeding shed. While it varies from 

stallion to stallion, one thing I’ve noticed is that 

stallions seem to breed a lot easier in open  

surroundings and on natural surfaces than 

when you’re in the shed.”  

When Van Der Westhuizen arrived at Sequel 

last year, he had a few tricks up his sleeve. 

“Laoban always preferred to face the one side 

of the breeding shed towards the door,” he  

explained. “We figured out if we opened the 

door to the shed so he could see outdoors, he 

was happy. It was nice to be a part of a  

success story like him, changing up a few 

things in the shed before he moved to Kentucky 

to stand with the big boys. Ultimately, it was his 

progeny that got him there, but to work with a 

horse like that, it bolsters your confidence and 

keeps it interesting.”  

Van Der Westhuizen learned early on in his  

career that his greatest pride came in teaching 

early lessons to young stallions as they first 

started stud duty.  

This year, he had the opportunity to show the 

ropes to stakes-winning Juddmonte homebred 

Honest Mischief (Into Mischief).    

“He’s doing great; he’s been really busy,” Van 

Der Westhuizen reported. “I believe the way 

you start off a stallion provides the  

fundamentals for how he will breed for the rest 

of his career.”  

Van Der Westhuizen said he’s not done  

climbing the ladder of success yet in the  

industry, knowing there’s a new lesson to be 

learned from every stallion he encounters.  

“You always read about the old greats, people 

who have been a stallion manager and worked 

with these super stallions for many years,” he 

said. Ultimately, I’d like to build up enough 

knowledge to specialize in stallion fertility and 

troubleshooting. I’d like to be at the point where 

people contact me if their stallion is having 

problems.”  

 

He’s on track to do just that. From a teenager 

playing cowboy in the South African  

countryside to a sought-after advisor for the 

world’s top stallions, oh, the stories he will have 

to share. www.thoroughbreddailynews.com  

  Charl the champ stallion handler-from Page 4 
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An emotional Karis Teetan has paid tribute 
to fallen countryman Nooresh Juglall after 
the 29-year-old’s death following a race fall 
in Mauritius on Saturday. 
 
After booting home a double at Sha Tin on  
Sunday, Teetan remembered one of racing’s 
nice guys, someone he considered a brother 
after they struck an instant bond after meeting 
at the South African Jockey Academy. 
 
“Waking up this morning it was like someone 
shot me in the belly,” Teetan said. “Back in 
South Africa I was a year or two in front of him 
and when he got there he was alone just like 
when I got there and of course I showed him 
the way. 
 
“I must say we were like brothers from day one. 
When he got there we shared the same room 
and we did everything together in the academy. 
 
“Since day one we just clicked, we did so much 
together and I can’t believe we’re not going to 
be doing that any more.” 
 
Juglall, the reigning champion jockey in  
Mauritius, had 27 rides in Hong Kong for one 
placing during the 2016-17 season. 
  

Alexis Badel (above right with Juglall) was  
another remembering his friend on what he  
described as a “very, very sad day”, while  
Teetan explained the jockey had dreams of one 
day returning to Hong Kong. 
  
“When he came here we spent so much time 
together and it’s such horrible news to get, I still 
can’t believe it,” Teetan said. 
 
“When I came to Hong Kong he spoke to me 
about moving away from South Africa and then 
he went to Singapore and then he came here. 

When he came here he stayed at my house 
and I remember spending Christmas with him. 
 
“Not long ago I spoke to him and he said his 
plan was to travel again, he wanted to go back 
to Singapore and his long-term goal was to get 
back to Hong Kong. 
 
“He had two kids and he was waiting for them 
to get bigger and stable in Mauritius where he 
could travel again. I just feel so sorry for his 
family – his family are such good people, down 
to earth, and they are so close with my family.” 
 
Juglall, who is survived by his wife Chaaya and 
two sons, was never far from Teetan’s thoughts 
as he went about his business on Sunday. 

He pointed to the heavens after saluting aboard 
Regency Gem (above) in the opening race on 
the card, the Class Five Topaz Handicap 
(1,200m) on the all-weather track, and was in 
the winner’s circle again after delivering aboard 
Valiant Dream in the Class Two Amethyst 
Handicap (1,000m). 
 
“Of course I kept thinking about him and I 
thought the first winner I would ride today I 
would dedicate to him – I did it for him today. I 
was thinking about him the whole day. He was 
very close with me,” Teetan said. 
 
“It was so hard for me to come to the races  
today. I couldn’t even have breakfast this  
morning but I still had to do my job. 
 
“Even riding two winners doesn’t make it better, 
trust me. It’s such a risky job, it’s not easy, but 
at the end of the day it’s a job we love doing.”  
 

www.scmp.com 

Teetan pays tribute to ‘brother’ Juglall  
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

Cape Thoroughbred Sales (CTS), will be 
staging a festive function at the popular 
Barnyard Theatre in Tyger Valley,  
Durbanville, on Friday, 18 June, with ticket 
proceeds in aid of the Western Cape Equine 
Trust. 

The Barnyard Theatres, synonymous with 
fresh, fun environments and top-class live  
entertainment, is a South African institution for 
nights out in a safe, themed space, with  
excellent food and beverages, and the best live 
musical extravaganzas in the country. 
 
Barnyard Tyger Valley will be staging “Two 
Decades Collide” with the hottest hits from the 

1980s and 1990s, a spectacular show that has 
played to sell-out audiences at the Barnyard 
venues upcountry. It is a roller-coaster ride of 
music, including hits from favourites like Bryan 
Adams, Depeche Mode and Belinda Carlisle, to 
MC Hammer and Chesney Hawkes, to SA 
topliners like Mango Groove, Brenda Fassie 
and Sipho ‘Hotstix’ Mabuse. 
 
The cost to CTS guests will be only R2250 for a 
table of 10, and that includes 10 theatre tickets 
and generous helpings of delicious Barnyard 
pizza. A cash bar will be available. 
 
Ken Truter, Chairman of the Western Cape  
Equine Trust, commented: “CTS surprised us 
with this kind gesture. Last year we had to  
cancel our annual fundraising luncheon at  
Kenilworth due to Covid-19, and we have had 
to draw on reserves to keep going this year. 
 
The Barnyard function will be a big help, and it 
sounds like a wonderful night out. We are  
hoping, too, to re-introduce our luncheon this 
year, at the end of November or the first  
weekend in December.” 
 
Grant Knowles, Marketing and Bloodstock  
Director of CTS commented: “We will be  
helping an established, professional horse  
welfare organisation. The Western Cape  
Equine Trust is an essential and much-needed 
non-profit organisation that does amazing work 
for retired racehorses. 
 
“Our event at the Barnyard is a thoroughly  
enjoyable way of raising funds, and at the same 
time touching base with people who care  
deeply for our industry. We look forward to a 
jolly and entertaining evening!” 
 
To book your tables, on a first-come, first-
served basis, please contact Jo on  
admin@cthbs.com 
 

Barnyard Bash to benefit Equine Trust 
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World Sports Betting 1900 (Grade 2) 
The specific conditions of this event do not 
permit the winner to be raised more than six 
pounds and no increase in the ratings of 
placed horses. As such, despite running to 
a mark of 104, SHE’S A KEEPER (below) has 
had her merit rating raised from 90 to 96  
following her success in the above event on 
the Greyville turf course on Sunday 16 May. 

The Handicappers were of the view that 
4th placed CROWN TOWERS made for the 
most suitable line horse, which leaves him  
unchanged on a rating of 115. Runner-
up MATTERHORN and3rd finisher SHAVOUT  
remain unaltered on 100 and 87, respectively, 
even though they actually both run to a mark of 
110.  
 
Two horses received a rating’s 
drop.  TRISTFUL was trimmed from 113 to 112, 
while MARCHINGONTOGETHER is down from 
106 to 104. 
  
KRA East Coast Cup (Listed) 
KEEP ON DANCING has had her rating  
increased from 78 to 82 after she captured the 
Listed East Coast Cup for fillies and mares over 
2000m at Greyville on Sunday.  The  
Handicappers took the view that runner-
up SCENTED MISTRESS made for the best 
line horse and accordingly her rating remains 
unchanged on 91.  In assessing the race this 
way, 4th placed ELECTRIC SURGE runs to her 
rating of 78 and she effectively becomes a line 
horse as well. 
 
Three runners were however given a rating’s 
drop.  SILVA MAGIC is down from 86 to 
85, JACQUELINE drops to 80 from 83, and 
FLICHITY BY FARR was cut from 94 to 91. 

World Sports Betting East Cape Derby 
(Listed) 
JAEGER MOON has had his rating raised from 
94 to 108 after he defied top weight to land the 
Listed World Sports Betting East Cape Derby 
over 2400m on the Fairview turf course on  
Friday 14 May.  It was 3rd placed SWAZI 
QUEEN who was used as the line horse here, 
which leaves her unchanged on a mark of 100. 
Runner-up COLORADO SPRINGS also  
remains unchanged on a rating of 100. 
 
It must be factored into calculations 
that JAEGER MOON was conceding 3.5 kgs 
to COLORADO SPRINGS and 2.5 kgs 
to SWAZI QUEEN, and it is also should be 
borne in mind that JAEGER MOON has won 
seven times from eight starts this  
season.   
 
Fourth th placed FIND ME UNAFRAID was the 
only other horse to receive a rating’s increase 
and goes up from 88 to 94.  This keeps him in 
line with 5th placed HEARTBREAK HOTEL, 
who finished 3.5 lengths or six pounds  
behind FIND ME UNAFRAID and who remains 
unchanged on a rating of 88. 
 
There were no drops for any runners in this 
event. 
  
Syringa Handicap (Listed) 
WAY OF THE WORLD has had her rating 
raised from 93 to 97 after she won the Listed 
Syringa Handicap for fillies and mares over 
1600m on the inside track at Turffontein on  
Saturday 15 May.  The Handicappers felt that 
3rd placed QUERARI FERRARI and 
4th finisher GAIAN GLORY made for the best 
line horses, leaving them unchanged on ratings 
of 92 of 87, respectively.  However, 
2nd placed WYLIE WENCH goes up slightly 
from 98 to 99. 
 
There were no other increases, but five horses 
were given a rating’s drop.  RIO’S  
WINTER was trimmed from 106 to 105, IN THE 
DANCE is down from 101 to 99, VIRGINIA is 
down to 86 from 88, FROSTED STEEL was 
dropped from 91 to 90, and lastly SIDONIE was 
dropped from 86 to 84. 

 
NHA Press Release   

Weekend handicappers updates 
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    Ferraris reaches century for season 
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The New York Racing Association Inc.  
on Monday announced the temporary  
suspension of Bob Baffert from entering 
horses in races and occupying stall space 
at Belmont Park, Saratoga Race Course and 
Aqueduct Racetrack. 

“In order to maintain a successful thoroughbred 
racing industry in New York, NYRA must  
protect the integrity of the sport for our fans, the 
betting public and racing participants,” said NY-
RA president and CEO Dave O’Rourke. “That 
responsibility demands the action taken today 
in the best interests of thoroughbred racing.” 
 
On May 9, Baffert publicly acknowledged that 
the Kentucky Derby winner Medina Spirit tested 
positive for betamethasone, a banned  
corticosteroid that would trigger a  
disqualification and loss of purse money should 
a split sample return the same finding. The 
Kentucky Horse Racing Commission is re-
quired to await the split-sample results before 
rendering a final determination in the matter. 
  
In addition to the ongoing investigation into  
Medina Spirit’s victory in the Kentucky Derby, 

NYRA has taken into account the fact that other 
horses trained by Baffert have failed drug tests 
in the recent past, resulting in the assessment 
of penalties against him by thoroughbred racing 
regulators in Kentucky, California and  
Arkansas. 
 
During the temporary suspension, NYRA will 
not accept entries or provide stall space to any 
individual employed by Bob Baffert Racing  
Stables.  
 
NYRA expects to make a final determination 
regarding the length and terms of Baffert’s  
suspension based on information revealed dur-
ing the course of the ongoing investigation in 
Kentucky, such as the post-Kentucky Derby 
test results of Medina Spirit. 
 

horseracingnation.com 
 
Leading on from last weeks story:  
Another similarity between Bob and Ace. They 
are now both suspended by their organisation 
-tt  

Baffert suspended by New York RA 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com

