
1 

 

 www.turftalk.co.za  / editor@turftalk.co.za     Monday 17 May, 2021 

Here we pay tribute to the gifted lightweight 

rider, who enjoyed great success here, during 

a five year stint in Mauritius, and then back in 

his home island over the past couple of  

seasons.  

Juglall grew up in the tiny village of Sainte 

Croix, and used to help his uncle water the 

Champ de Mars racecourse every evening 

from the age of 15. And he saw his dream of 

becoming a jockey take off when he left to  

enrol at the SA Jockey Academy in Durban 

back in 2009. 

His first race ride came on November 8, 2009, 

but he had to persevere before scoring his first 

winner at the 32nd time of asking four months 

later—Shine The Gold for Roy Magner at 

Turffontein on March 16, 2010. 

But his true talent quickly made its mark, and 

he was Equus Champion Apprentice in both 

the 2011/12 and 2012/13 seasons.  

The latter campaign also produced the  

undoubted highlight of his time in SA,  

That was when he partnered Ormond Ferraris’ 

Cherry On The Top to all three legs of the  

Triple Tiara, while still an apprentice. 

Then it was off to Singapore….(to Page 2) 

Racing worldwide was shocked on Saturday by the passing of the hugely popular  

Mauritian rider Nooresh Juglall a few months short of his 30th birthday in the aftermath of 

a terrible fall at Champ de Mars on the opening day of the new racing season  

Nooresh Juglall—a simple tribute 
Nooresh Juglall (and Joey Ramsden’s) final Graded win in SA-Dynasty’s Blossom Gold Cup 27 July 2019 

Pic-Candiese Lenferna. 
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Just before coming out of his time, Nooresh 

scored a prestigious licence to ride over there, 

where he stayed for the next five years. And as 

the following extract from a touching tribute by 

his fellow Mauritian and racing scribe Michael 

Lee on racing.turfclub.com.sg makes clear, 

things went very well.  

He went on to ride at Kranji for five  

successful years, establishing himself as a 

well sought-after lightweight jockey, riding 

mainly for Patrick Shaw, and subsequently 

Ricardo le Grange when Shaw retired in 

2016. 

A virtual unknown hailing from a country 

most Singaporeans knew mostly as a  

postcard for beaches and holiday resorts 

(actually, most thought he was from South 

Africa, a misconception probably stemming 

from his previous career in the Rainbow  

Nation and the strong South African accent 

he had by then spoken his much-improved 

English in), Juglall will forever be  

remembered for hitting the jackpot at his 

very first ride, Majestic Moments – who was 

also at his racing debut – on June 15, 2014. 

Juglall went on to finish in the Top Five at 

his next five seasons, notching up 217  

winners all-up, including six at Group 3 level 

– 2014 Committee’s Prize (Magneto), 2016 

New Year Cup (Perfect P), 2016 Garden City 

Trophy (Rafaello), 2016 Saas Fee Stakes 

(Spanish Bay), 2017 Fortune Bowl (Big 

Brother) and 2017 Saas Fee Stakes (Storm 

Troops – dead-heat with War Affair). 

Juglall cut short his Singapore stint in April 

2019, the main reason being (to page 4) 

Nooresh Juglall—a simple tribute—from Page 1 

Nooresh chats to Patrick Shaw while Ricardo le Grange looks on   
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he difficulties encountered in obtaining a 

resident visa for his wife. His last winning 

ride at Kranji was Reaching For The Sun for 

trainer Desmond Koh on February 8, 2019. 

It was then back to his home island, being  

retained by champion trainer Gilbert Rousset. 

He finished third in his first season before being 

crowned champion at the end of 2020, pipping 

another former SA jockey with Kranji links  

Derreck David by 31 wins to 30. 

More than ‘just’ a jockey 

But that is the story of Juglall the professional 

race rider. He was also a much loved individual, 

as well as a great family man and father, as the 

myriad of tributes on social media make clear. 

I have collated some of the ones I came across 

below:  

 

(apologies for the many I must have missed – 

this list does not claim to be inclusive) 

“You will be sadly missed, a true professional 

and an exceptional young man, our thoughts 

and prayers are with your family at this time 

RIP Nooresh.”—Brett Crawford 

“One of the happiest and most wonderful  

people. You will be missed. Sending love and 

light to Nooresh’s wife, kids, parents & brother. 

May you Rest In Peace friend.” 

—Kathryn Ralphs 

“The death of Nooresh Juglall has really hit me 

hard. Saw Nooresh all over the world - HK,  

Singapore, South Africa - and not only was he a 

talented rider, he was also a kind soul with an 

immense level of respect. I feel privileged to 

have known him.”—Andrew Hawkins 

“I dedicate this winner in memory of an  

amazing person Nooresh Juglall- RIP my 

friend. You will be forever loved and never  

forgotten.”—Lyle Hewitson after Rain in  

Holland’s victory on Saturday   

“The Hong Kong Jockey Club wishes to send 

condolences to the family and friends of 

Nooresh Juglall who tragically passed away in 

a race fall. Nooresh rode in Hong Kong in 2016 

and was friend to many during his time here.”  

—HKJC Racing 

“Nooresh Juglall was considered as the most 

prolific and talented Mauritian Jockey of all 

times along with Karis Teetan. He left us  

yesterday afternoon with all good memories at 

The Champ De Mars and Kranji. RIP buddy. 

What a charismatic guy he was!” 

J-F Joseph (agent to Stephane Joseph 

“I’m extremely sad to wake up and hear of the 

passing of Nooresh last night.. I had the  

pleasure of riding with him in both Mauritius and 

Singapore. He was a great rider, but more  

importantly a gentleman. Taken way too soon 

R.I.P.” —Brad Parnham   

 

“Such tragic news to hear of the passing of  

talented rider Nooresh Juglall, had the pleasure 

of meeting and riding with him in Mauritius , RIP 

young man.”—Dominic Tourneur 

(continues Page 6) 

  Nooresh Juglall—a simple tribute—from Page 2 

Leaving the parade ring for the last time on Saturday 
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“Rest in peace Nooresh Juglall. Life is precious. 

Prayers with your family and friends. Had the 

pleasure of riding with you iin Hong Kong.” 

—Oisin Murphy 

“What a sad day for horse racing, lost one of 

our finest riders and all round good guy. RIP  

Nooresh Juglall, stertke and sincerest  

condolences to all friends and family.” 

—Charles H Savage 

 

‘Such a talented young rider and an absolute 

pleasure to call a friend, very hard to deal with.” 

—Damien Kinninmont (Singapore Starter) 

“What a sad sad day in racing, we’ve lost one of 

the good guys. Nooresh Juglall rode my last 

Stakes Winner. Nooresh wasn’t just a great fella 

and jockey, he was kind, thoughtful and a  

fantastic husband and father. 

“Our heartfelt condolences to his family and 

friends. RIP young man.”—Joey Ramsden 

“Extremely sad news on the passing of 

Nooresh.You will be sadly missed our thoughts 

and prayers are with your family at this time 

RIP Nooresh.”—Bernard Fayd’Herbe 

“It has taken me most of today to get my head 

around what happened in Mauritius yesterday. 

You kind of never expect this but we are  

grieving for a young rider that was so meek and 

a great talent.  

“To Nooresh Juglall’s family, my deepest  

condolences. I was privileged to have met 

him.”—Nico Kritsiotis 

“Today we have lost a great human being.  

RIP my brother.—Johnny Geroudis 

“RIP Nooresh. Gone too soon. My heartfelt  

condolences to your wife and family.” 

—Di de Kock 

“Nooresh touched so many lives with his  

infectious smile and his good heart, I was  

privileged to have known him. (to Page 8) 

  Nooresh Juglall—a simple tribute—from Page 4 

A poignant portrait of Nooresh Juglall, his wife Chaaya, and their two young children 
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The CTS Mare and Mixed Sale at De Grendel 
Estate on 20 May has received an  
innovative boost which will complement the 
live auction and strengthen the buyers’ 
bench, by allowing bidders from all parts of 
the world to participate, in real time. 
CTS will be joining forces with the South  
African online auctions company Meerkat, a 
leader in the field, having conducted over 50 
large cattle and game sales in the last year, all 
with seamless efficiency. 
 
Ro’an van Tonder, owner of Meerkat, said that 
his company had cut online delays down to “a 
split second” using the latest technology, and 
that their UPS-driven platform is not affected by 
power outages.  
 
“We have connected buyers around the globe 
to live cattle and game auctions, even in  
remote farm areas, so we are well geared up 
for our first thoroughbred sale, and excited to 
be involved.” 
  
Grant Knowles, Marketing and Bloodstock  
Director for CTS, reminded buyers who will not 
be at the live sale, that they should register  
on the Meerkat website,  
www.meerkatonline.co.za  
 
For more information:   
Grant Knowles : grant@cthbs.com 
Amanda Carey : amanda@cthbs.com  
or (082) 4654020 
 
Download the Meerkat app to follow the  
auction, lots and prices LIVE 
 
Samsung and Android: 
 
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?
id=za.co.dankospark.meerkat 
 
 iPhone and IOS Apple: 
 
https://apple.co/2yDd362 
 
Or register, bid and follow auctions LIVE on the 
Meerkat website: 
 
▪️https://portal.meerkatonline.co.za/
authentication/login  
▪️ www.meerkatonline.co.za 
 
Meerkat contact details: 
Ro'an van Tonder: 082 567 0069  
 
Jaap Coetzer: 083 234 9586 (iOS) 
 

Henno Bakker: 072 458 327 (Android) 

Tutorials Meerkat:How to register 
https://youtu.be/ZzWLPbOwesk  
 
Meerkat-how to bid 
https://youtu.be/SiBFrHk9_4o  
 

 

Team up with Meerkat for CTS sale  

http://www.meerkatonline.co.za
mailto:grant@cthbs.com
mailto:amanda@cthbs.com
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=za.co.dankospark.meerkat
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=za.co.dankospark.meerkat
https://apple.co/2yDd362
https://portal.meerkatonline.co.za/authentication/login
https://portal.meerkatonline.co.za/authentication/login
http://www.meerkatonline.co.za
https://youtu.be/ZzWLPbOwesk
https://youtu.be/SiBFrHk9_4o
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We have lost a good man, a father and a  

husband. Until we meet again, brother.” 

—Ricardo le Grange 

 

‘My dad rang me up this morning to tell me 

about Nooresh. I am shocked and devastated 

beyond words, we all are back home in South 

Africa where he had many friends among  

jockeys and trainers alike, he was like one of 

ours, 

“I still remember the first day he arrived in  

Singapore, fresh from the airport and straight to 

the races and he won at his only ride. What a 

flying start it was. 

“He was such a good, good guy who never had 

a bad word about anyone. He will be sorely 

missed by all. “I think I will go and have a drink 

on him now.” —Gareth Pepper (former SA 

pundit and presenter) 

We all knew the life of a jockey is a perilous 

one, but this tragedy has shocked many of us 

to the core. A young man in his prime shouldn’t 

die doing what he loves.  

But these acts of fate are going to occur very 

occasionally and cannot really be legislated for. 

And in Nooresh’s case the old maxim ’only the 

good die young’ definitely applies…….tt    

  Nooresh Juglall—a simple tribute—from Page 6 
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

IF Warren Kennedy has any say, She’s A 
Keeper will be his mount in the Vodacom 
Durban July come July 3. Beaten only once 
in her career, the Gareth van Zyl-trained filly 
turned it on in style to win the Gr2 WSB 
1900 at Hollywoodbets Greyville yesterday. 
 
Ironically, it was the race that got Belgarion into 
the July last year and his defection yesterday 
when favourably weighted cleared the way for 
She’s A Keeper. Whether Belgarion would have 
won or not is a moot point but the fact that two 
rank outsiders, Matterhorn and Shavout, 
chased her home will be food for thought. But 
they were also at the bottom of the weights and 
no slouches in their own right. 
 
Lightly raced Matterhorn will also surely have 
done enough to garner an invite into the VDJ.  

Justin Snaith was all doom and gloom about his 
stable’s chances in this year’s VDJ given the 
handicapping even though Do It Again could 
not have had a better prep race in his build-up 
to the big race.  
 
Given the conditions of the  
Pinnacle Stakes, Do It Again seemed assured 
of a comfortable victory but Sir Michael gave 
him an unexpectedly tough race that should 
have done a lot to blow away any cobwebs. 
 
It was a courageous effort from the dual July 
winner who had not found the winner’s  
enclosure for nearly two years, but also a  
powerful ride from Richard Fourie who got his 
mount’s head down when is counted. 
 
www.goldcircle.co.za-Andrew Harrison 

Kennedy sticking with Keeper for July 
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Leading trainer Tony McEvoy proved that 
dreams could come true no matter the odds 
when Savatoxl ($19) careered away to win 
the Group 1 Goodwood at Morphettville on 
Saturday. (worth A$500,000-tt) 
 
Saddling up three of the non-fancied runners in 
the race the Tony and Calvin McEvoy team 
were “hoping for the best”. 
 
But a dream run through the inside and a  
brilliant ride from stable jockey Barend Vorster 
saw the five-year-old gelding etch himself into 
Goodwood history, accounting for Instant  
Celebrity ($5.50) and Gytrash ($2.70).   
 
Tony McEvoy, used to winning the big races, 
was stunned after the race: “You know, I came 
here thinking and hoping to run well but wasn’t 
sure about winning, But here we are. It has 
been an incredible journey. To do that today in 
that class, well, he’s gone to new heights, he 
said. 

“The owners from Alice Springs kept telling me 
how the good the horse was but I just wanted to 
see it. Barend (Vorster) was fantastic. And to 
win it on home soil was just terrific. The horse 
has booked a ticket to Queensland now, with 
the Stradbroke likely.’’ 
 
Vorster, who has won 11 Group races in  
Singapore and South Africa, and now his  
second Group 1 in Australia (Sunlight in the 
Newmarket Handicap at Flemington the first) 
said he was thrilled to win at his adopted home 
course. 
 
“It’s just a great feeling to win this Group 1, on 
this horse, for the McEvoys who have been 
great supporters of mine and my first in South 
Australia.The horse gave me a great run and I 
felt so confident in the run.’’ 
 
Savatoxl, bought in Alice Springs for $8000, 
has recorded 16 wins and three placings from 
28 starts.      www.racenet.com.au 

Barend Vorster gets another Aussie G1 

 Barend Vorster and son Brendan enjoy a special moment after Saturday’s big win.  
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  5xG1 winning champion jumper Annie Power proudly shows off her new Camelot foal   

Ferraris reaches century for season 
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At the age of 50 and after a glittering career, 
Frankie Dettori has found most things in 
life, but the best miler he has ridden may be 
emerging in the prolific Palace Pier, who 
produced a "whoosh" moment for racing's 
most recognisable face. 

Breeders' Cup Mile hero Barathea and Queen 
Elizabeth II Stakes winner Dubai Millennium 
were the two names on Dettori's lips when 
pressed for that honour, but he paid Palace 
Pier, who notched his seventh win from just 
eight starts with a classy display in the Al  
Shaqab Lockinge, the ultimate compliment 
when saying:  
 
"He could be the best miler I've ridden, yes. 
He's got to tot up a series of Group 1s, but 
at the moment everything is in place." 
 
This was the John and Thady Gosden-trained 
inmate's third triumph at the highest level after 
he captured the St James's Palace Stakes and 
Jacques le Marois last term, and it never 

looked in doubt here as he saw off Lady 
Bowthorpe and Top Rank, although his starting 
odds of 1-2 suggested such a cosy victory was 
in store. 
 
He was, in Dettori's words, flattened breaking 
from the stalls at the start, but glided forward 
with power and purpose at halfway, producing 
a response that might have surprised his expe-
rienced partner. 
 
"He found a nice rhythm and I knew he hits a 
flat spot between the two and three so I went to 
lay up, and he went whoosh and just took off," 
added the now five-time Lockinge winner, who 
was in the grey silks of Sheikh Hamdan bin Mo-
hammed Al Maktoum. 
 
"He was a long time in front, but won like a  
really good horse."  
 
Gosden snr again floated the mouthwatering 
possibility of Palace Pier, officially the world's 
best miler with Persian King last year, stepping 
up in distance later in the campaign for York's 
Juddmonte International, but Dettori is eyeing 
the Queen Anne at Royal Ascot, for which the 
Kingman colt is odds-on around the 4-7 mark. 
 
"We don't need to go up in trip at the moment," 
he said. "He's very good and a wonderful  
athlete, while he's got a good temperament; 
he's got everything and can only get better. 
 
"I'm very excited for the rest of the season. He's 
a serious horse. I rode him the other morning 
and he flew, which he usually doesn't do, and I 
said to John we're so blessed to have horses 
like him in the yard. He puts a smile on every-
one's face and he's a great horse to be 
around."       www.racingpost.com 

Palace Pier could be Frankie’s ‘best miler’ 

Pic-Mark Cranham. 


