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Khumalo will be well aware that Belgarion won 

the 2020 Vodacom Durban July, but he has 

never sat on the five-year-old.  

It is certainly a feather in the cap of the 35-year

-old who won the 2013 July on Heavy Metal 

(above) as Justin Snaith had a number of  

talented riders to choose from with just 12  

runners in Sunday’s race. 

For example, champion Warren Kennedy  

surely would have had to give the offer serious 

thought had he got the call.  

Yes, he is due to ride She’s A Keeper for train-

er Gareth van Zyl but the filly is rated 40 points 

inferior to Belgarion. Quite possibly, with the 

excellent record of four wins from five starts the 

four-year-old can finish in the first three, but it 

would be a major shock if she downed the  

favourite. 

Richard Fourie partners Belgarion’s  

stablemate Crown Towers who most  

pundits were surprised to see beat  

Rascallion in the Sledgehammer Stakes at 

Scottsville. 

It’s possible that this well-bred son of Camelot 

is only now realising his full potential.  

Generally, he’s been more a friend of bookies 

than punters — many will remember his defeat 

at the hands of Infamous Fox when heavily 

backed to win the final race on July day last 

year. (continues Page 2) 

“You’re kidding, right? Or is this some late April Fool’s joke?” That might have been the 

reaction S’Manga Khumalo when contacted by the Snaith camp to partner hot favourite 

Belgarion in Sunday’s WSB 1900 at Hollywoodbets Greyville, writes David Mollett. 

Khumalo gets a pleasant surprise 

Naval Escort beats Home Guard (James Maree) and Coast Guard (Duncan Alexander) in 1969.   

Pic-Liesl King. 
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A good run from Crown Towers would make 

those backers — like this writer — believe that 

Rascallion can still be a factor in the July given 

a good performance in the Daily News. Trainer 

Vaughan Marshall is of the opinion that the 

Scottsville race came too soon after the three-

year-old’s gelding trip from the Cape. 

A top three finish is a definite possibility for an-

other Snaith inmate, Doublemint, while Tristful 

should easily turn the tables on Trip To Africa 

on 7.5kg better terms. 

Gavin Lerena’s main focus on Sunday will be 

bringing Lady Of Steel home to her seventh  

career win in the KRA East Coast Cup. The filly 

— third behind Empress Club in the Empress 

Club Stakes — tries 2,000m for the second time 

after finishing third in the Woolavington 2000 

last year. 

Lerena could have a successful weekend and 

punters might consider a treble starting with 

Puerto Manzano (sixth race at Turffontein on 

Saturday) followed by Lady Of Steel and  

Manterio (ninth race at Greyville). 

Dual July victor Do It Again was nominated for 

the 1900 but makes his KwaZulu-Natal bow in 

the fifth race, a Pinnacle Stakes race over 

1,600m. 

The opposition is nothing to rave about with 

possibly Silver Operator — fifth in the Drill Hall 

— the right horse for the exacta. Sovereign 

Spirit — the surprise package in the Met when 

third at 100-1 — makes his first appearance 

since the Kenilworth race. 

The topliner at Turffontein on Saturday is the 

Syringa Handicap and backers could get a good 

run for their money from lightly weighted Ululate 

(4-1 a place). The obvious form horses are  

Cordillera, Way Of The World and Wylie 

Wench, but this looks a competitive handicap. 

Courtesy of Business Day 

  

  

 

Khumalo gets pleasant surprise—from Page 1 
         Molly’s Weekend selections   

  
 WSB 1900 (Greyville, Sunday)  

1. Belgarion  

2. Crown Towers 

3. She's A Keeper 

4. Tristful 

 

KRA EAST COAST CUP (Greyville, Sunday) 

1. Lady Of Steel 

2. Scented Mistress 

3. Keep On Dancing 

4. Rattle Mouse 

 

WSB PINNACLE STAKES (Greyville) 

1. Do It Again  

2. Silver Operator 

3. Sovereign Spirit 

4. Sir Michael 

 

SYRINGA HANDICAP (Turffontein, Saturday) 

1. Ululate 

2. Cordillera 

3. Wylie Wench 

4. Virginia 

 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

IF YOU WISH TO SUBSCRIBE,  OR 
WANT A PAST ISSUE, CLICK BELOW  

www.turftalk.co.za  

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
https://www.turftalk.co.za/get-turf-talks-daily-newsletter/
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In a picture he posted on Instagram , Luke Ferraris rides his 99th winner for the season as  
Riccardo breaks his maiden at the Vaal yesterday. He later brought up the 100 when  Mike 
de Kock’s smart sprinter Al Sakeet scored his third win in four outings. 

Ferraris reaches century for season 
Pic—Candiese Lenferna 
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Lot 75 
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The above  horse auction picture was taken 
at the long gone Rosebank showgrounds 
circa 1953.  
 
The showgrounds were roughly in the position 
where the UCT Graduate School of Business 
and College Of Music are now, behind the  
Baxter Theatre.  
 
Auctioneers were the Stamper Brothers, and 
John Stamper, son of Harry Stamper, who was 
on the rostrum at this sale, gave us some  
background.     
 
“It was held at Rosebank for ten to twelve 
years, and then moved to the Goodwood  
Showgrounds.  
 
“The stud farmers from Beaufort West and 
Colesberg used to truck them down by train to 
Cape Town for the sales.  

“And then from Cape Town Station they would 
come to Rosebank Station.  
 
“And they would actually walk the horses 
across the main road and up the hill to the  
stables prior to the sale. 
 
“It was quite a thing for us kids, and we would 
help to get the stables ready with lots of straw 
and things like that.” 
 
And as for the prices, there were no seven  
figure bids back in the early fifties.   
 
“They were lucky if they got 12 Guineas for 
a horse,” says John with a chuckle. 
 
But what that would be in today’s money is  
anybody’s guess….-tt 

Them were the days young shaver... 
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The CTS Mare and Mixed Sale at De Grendel 
Estate on 20 May has received an  
innovative boost which will complement the 
live auction and strengthen the buyers’ 
bench, by allowing bidders from all parts of 
the world to participate, in real time. 
CTS will be joining forces with the South  
African online auctions company Meerkat, a 
leader in the field, having conducted over 50 
large cattle and game sales in the last year, all 
with seamless efficiency. 
 
Ro’an van Tonder, owner of Meerkat, said that 
his company had cut online delays down to “a 
split second” using the latest technology, and 
that their UPS-driven platform is not affected by 
power outages.  
 
“We have connected buyers around the globe 
to live cattle and game auctions, even in  
remote farm areas, so we are well geared up 
for our first thoroughbred sale, and excited to 
be involved.” 
  
Grant Knowles, Marketing and Bloodstock  
Director for CTS, reminded buyers who will not 
be at the live sale, that they should register  
on the Meerkat website,  
www.meerkatonline.co.za  
 
For more information:   
Grant Knowles : grant@cthbs.com 
Amanda Carey : amanda@cthbs.com  
or (082) 4654020 
 
Download the Meerkat app to follow the  
auction, lots and prices LIVE 
 
Samsung and Android: 
 
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?
id=za.co.dankospark.meerkat 
 
 iPhone and IOS Apple: 
 
https://apple.co/2yDd362 
 
Or register, bid and follow auctions LIVE on the 
Meerkat website: 
 
▪️https://portal.meerkatonline.co.za/
authentication/login  
▪️ www.meerkatonline.co.za 
 
Meerkat contact details: 
Ro'an van Tonder: 082 567 0069  
 
Jaap Coetzer: 083 234 9586 (iOS) 
 

Henno Bakker: 072 458 327 (Android) 

Tutorials Meerkat:How to register 
https://youtu.be/ZzWLPbOwesk  
 
Meerkat-how to bid 
https://youtu.be/SiBFrHk9_4o  
 

 

Team up with Meerkat for CTS sale  

http://www.meerkatonline.co.za
mailto:grant@cthbs.com
mailto:amanda@cthbs.com
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=za.co.dankospark.meerkat
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=za.co.dankospark.meerkat
https://apple.co/2yDd362
https://portal.meerkatonline.co.za/authentication/login
https://portal.meerkatonline.co.za/authentication/login
http://www.meerkatonline.co.za
https://youtu.be/ZzWLPbOwesk
https://youtu.be/SiBFrHk9_4o
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It can be a cruel game, as the following  
Facebook post by trainer Eric Sands this 
morning puts into stark perspective.  
 
‘Today was one of those days that test us in 
racing. Golden Ducat injured his  
suspensory ligament in training today.  
 
‘No fault of anybody's, racehorses are  
athletes and like their human counterparts,  
injuries can happen.  
 
‘He is a very competitive horse and even 
though he mostly works alone, he puts  
every effort into his training.  
 
‘The track had just been harrowed so it was 
even and clean. He probably just put his 
foot down wrong.  
 
‘Pete Muscutt, I know the same could have 
happened if I was there. Take it easy my 
friend, you look after my horses like they 
are your own.  

‘Donovan Dillon, few realise how much this 
amazing horse is in your heart, thank you.  
 
‘My thoughts and feelings go out to Mr. and 
Mrs. Rattray, Mary Slack, Dumasani Bonani, 
Lucky Jevu, Helen Richardson and the rest 
of my team at home.  
 
‘Ducat, we will give you every bit of time and 
leave no stone unturned to have you back 
racing next season.’  
 
The dual G1 winner was due to carry 57kg in 
the glamour race, and would have had a 
fighting chance. –tt 
 

Sad day as Golden Ducat out of July  
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Rising star Carroll Street flashed his  
enormous potential with a brilliant win at 
Sha Tin on Wednesday night, upstaging  
another boom sprinter in Winner Method 
and continuing the red-hot form of trainer  
Douglas Whyte and his apprentice Jerry 
Chau Chun-lok. 
 
The talented three-year-old came into the race 
with two wins from his three starts but he was a 
clear second elect at $4.7 as punters gravitated 
to the Danny Shum Chap-shing-trained Winner 
Method, who jumped a $1.3 chance to collect 
his fourth consecutive victory in the Class 
Three Grass Island Handicap (1,000m). 
 
But with 400m to go those prices should’ve 
been reversed as Carroll Street cruised up to 

his rival while Winner Method felt the pinch of a 
15-pound weight pull. 
 
In the end the one-length victory was soft but 
the time certainly wasn’t, with Carroll Street 
stopping the clock in a slick 55.36 seconds – 
.99 under standard – while Winner Method 
joins Gallant Express as the shortest-priced 
favourite to go under this season. 
 
The result ensured Whyte maintains his terrific 
recent run – he has six wins from the past three 
meetings – and gives him an exciting prospect 
for next season. 
 
“You’re never confident – Danny’s horse was 
unbeaten, he looks a good sprinter in the  
making so you can never be too (to Page 8)

Classy Street makes Whyte upwardly mobile 
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bullish but at the weights, I knew I’d have a  
reasonable chance,” Whyte said. 
 
“The thing that satisfied me the most was the 
fact he could lay up with them and not get too 
far out of his ground. 
 
“He’s been a bit wayward at the gates and he’s 
always had to make a run at them – which he 
does do – but when you get up in class and you 
start giving ground, it makes it more difficult 
when it comes to the finish line. I’m glad to see 
that he bounced the gates and he was in  
contention and when he pressed the button, he 
kicked. 
    
“He hasn’t been the flashiest in times up until 
tonight but I’ve known all along what ability he 
has got. He’s a very young individual that has 
just needed a bit of time. He’s certainly finding 
his way. 
 
“I’ll assess him but ultimately I’d like to stop him 
now and bring him back next season. He’s just 
done everything correctly from the word go and 
mentally he hasn’t even woken up yet – he’s 
just a baby.” 
 
The win meant a bit to Chau, who showed a 
rare bit of emotion with a big fist pump as he 
crossed the line. 
 
 “He won on it first time and he couldn’t do the 
weight when Vincent hopped on [and won on 

him last start],” Whyte said of the 21-year-old. 
“I had to give myself the best chance of beating 
Winner Method by claiming the extra five. Jerry 
knows the horse, he’s riding with extreme  
confidence and he’s the main go-to guy for my 
stable.” 

The most visually impressive performance of 
the night came from the Tony Millard-trained 
Gold Comet, who dominated the Class Four Tiu 
Chung Chau Handicap (1,650m) to win by  
an astonishing nine lengths. 
 
It was the biggest margin of the season, 
smashing the previous best of five and a half 
lengths set by Hongkong Great at the same 
course and distance on Sunday, while the half-
brother to 2007 Dubai World Cup winner  
Invasor also broke the class record in the  
process. www.scmp.com 

Classy Street moving up—from Page 4  
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Jamie Kah has joined trailblazers Linda 
Meech and Clare Lindop as the third female 
jockey to ride 1000 career winners. 

 
The milestone, courtesy of a Pakenham  
double, came as Kah conceded she would not 
be able to ride Ayrton at 49.5kg in the $1.5  
million Group 1 Stradbroke Handicap. 
 
Unbeaten three-year-old Ayrton — the  
Stradbroke favourite — must win the Group 3 
Fred Best Stakes at Eagle Farm on May 29 to 
gain a start in the 1400m Brisbane feature. 
 
“There’s no chance of me doing 49.5kg … 51kg 
is probably the minimum,” Kah said. 
“I’m not going to try 49.5kg.” 
 
There is no penalty for winning the Fred Best, 
which means Ayrton, if successful, would be 
allotted the minimum 49.5kg under Stradbroke 
weight-for-age conditions. 
 
Kah rode 51kg in 2012 — her lightest ever — 
and got down to 51.5kg in the 2018 Stadbroke. 
 
The five-time Group 1 winner on Wednesday 
entered the record books as the third Australian 
female jockey to win 1000 races — behind 
Meech (1715) and Lindop (1434). 
 
“It’s pretty cool, I think it’s my ninth year of  
riding to knock that up, it’s unbelievable,” Kah 
told Racing.com in her mounting yard interview. 
 
Kah was only told about the impending feat on 
Tuesday by her future mother-in-law. 

 
“I had no idea, I knew it was coming up soon, 
but no, it’s pretty special,” Kah said. “You think 
you’d ride a couple hundred winners in your 
career, you’d never think 1000.” 
Racing Victoria executive general manager  
racing Greg Carpenter congratulated Kah on 
the “fantastic achievement”. 
 
“Jamie is the biggest story in racing this year 
and continues to be an inspiration to young  
riders, particularly female riders,” Carpenter 
said. 
 
“To ride 1000 winners is a great achievement 
and to do so in just Jamie’s ninth season of rid-
ing is incredible. 
 
“Fittingly it took all her riding skills to land the 
favourite in the last at Pakenham.” 
 
After chalking up her 999th win easily 
on Kurabui, the 25-year-old lifted Bermadez in 
the last to get the Michael Moroney-trained  
galloper over the line in a blanket finish. 
 
“He made me work hard for it in the end,” Kah 
said. 
 
“He drew a sticky gate so we had to go back 
and take our medicine … he’s quite a raw 
horse still, he wanted to lay in and do a bit 
wrong.”  
 

racenet.com.au 
 

Kah blimey! Jamie gets to 1000 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, FOR 
THE PRICE OF A FACE MASK! 

mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

A losing bet of $150,000 was dumped into 
the tote pool for a nondescript race in Japan 
on Thursday, causing a crazy dividend for 
those who backed the winner of race seven 
at Urawa. 
 
The bizarre wager was the single largest bet 
placed on a tote product anywhere across  
Australia yesterday. 
 
Tote tracking data shows that the pool for the 
race swelled from $4,150 at 16:06:25 before 
jumping remarkably to $155,339 just 13  
seconds later. The race closed at 16:07:07 with 
the pool holding $156,146. For comparison, the 
highest pool for the day meeting at Hamilton 
was $60,100 while race seven at Pakenham 
had the biggest S-TAB pool for the night  
meeting at $48,600. 
 
The mammoth bet placed in the final minute 
was plonked on No.12 North Luciole, as the 

price for this runner dropped from $18.30 to $1 
just 30 seconds before the jump. North Luciole 
finished unplaced. 
 
The supply and demand nature of a tote pool 
sent prices for the remaining runners in the 
race skyrocketing, with the eventual winner I’ll 
Be The One reaching $157.50, having paid only 
$3.10 with the TAB’s fixed-odds service.Those 
who backed the winner I’ll Be The One on the 
tote were given a hugely inflated dividend,   
 
It would appear the bet was a mistake, but the 
motive is largely unclear, given it would have 
only returned money back if they horse North 
Luciole actually won. 
 
The pools for the win bet option on the other 11 
races at Urawa with S-TAB averaged $5,215, 
again highlighting the highly unusual bet in race 
seven. 

racing.com  

Bizarre $150k tote bet a puzzle 


